
THIRTY-FIRST SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME, 3rd NOVEMBER 2019 
 

 
PREPARATION FOR MASS 

 
In recent weeks, “sister death”, as St. Francis of Assisi 
calls her, has visited our parishes somewhat frequently. 
During November, we traditionally pray for the souls of 
the faithful departed with greater insistence, both to help 
them with our charity and to relieve a little our own grief 
at their loss. November is also traditionally a time to 
reflect as Christians on the “last things”, on death, 
judgment, hell and heaven. 
 
We can be tempted to ignore our own mortality, the 
truth that one day we must pass through the experience 
of death. It is understandable that we want to focus our 
energies and thoughts on life, on its joys, its loves, its gifts 
and its beauty. We were not created for death, but for 
life. Death is an “obscenity” in God’s creation, 
introduced by the seductive envy of the Evil One, as the 
Book of Wisdom explains. And we let him hoodwink us. 
 
However, the reason Christians, more than anyone else, 
can and should spend time considering what death 
means is because the jealousy of God for us has, through 
Jesus, transformed death. It is no longer the sign of 
diabolical envy; it is no longer the bitter fruit of human 
disobedience to God: it is now our “sister” who takes us 
to God. The catastrophe of our body’s demise will be 
reversed by the triumph of Christ’s Resurrection. And 
so, we can face death with confidence. We can and must 
prepare not only for death itself, but also for the 
encounter with God which will follow – for us all.  
 
Hence the Catholic tradition of “praying for a happy 
death”, meaning that we pray to God to help us leave 
this life with trusting and joyful hope in His mercy. A 
happy death is for those who now live and long for God. 
 
Opening Hymn (Largs): 706 

 
LITURGY OF THE WORD 

 
Wisdom 11:22-12:2 
 
There is no truer or greater love for any of us than the love of the 
God who dreamt us up to start with and fashioned us, body and 
soul, in his own image. So, if he corrects or reprehends us, it is false 
to present this as his being somehow hard. It is because he loves 
that he punishes and corrects our sins. So, we should not run away 
when he calls us to order; we should not rebel and claim that our 
conscience is somehow higher than He. Rather, we need to be 
grateful for his corrections, for He only corrects those He loves. 
 

In your sight, Lord, the whole world is like a grain of 
dust that tips the scales, like a drop of morning dew 
falling on the ground. Yet you are merciful to all, 
because you can do all things and overlook men’s sins so 
that they can repent. Yes, you love all that exists, you 
hold nothing of what you have made in abhorrence, for 
had you hated anything, you would not have formed it. 
And how, had you not willed it, could a thing persist, 
how be conserved if not called forth by you? You spare 
all things because all things are yours, Lord, lover of life, 
you whose imperishable spirit is in all. Little by little, 
therefore, you correct those who offend, you admonish 
and remind them of how they have sinned, so that they 
may abstain from evil and trust in you, Lord. 
 
Ps. 144: I will bless your name for ever, O God 
my King. 
 
2 Thessalonians 1:11-2:2 
 
Through death, we are gathered around Jesus. Praised be his name! 
 
We pray continually that our God will make you worthy 
of his call, and by his power fulfil all your desires for 
goodness and complete all that you have been doing 
through faith; because in this way the name of our Lord 
Jesus Christ will be glorified in you and you in him, by 
the grace of our God and the Lord Jesus Christ. 

  To turn now, brothers, to the coming of our Lord 
Jesus Christ and how we shall all be gathered round him: 
please do not get excited too soon or alarmed by any 
prediction or rumour or any letter claiming to come 
from us, implying that the Day of the Lord has already 
arrived. 
  
Gospel                  Luke 19:1-10 
 
Jesus entered Jericho and was going through the town 
when a man whose name was Zacchaeus made his 
appearance: he was one of the senior tax collectors and 
a wealthy man. He was anxious to see what kind of man 
Jesus was, but he was too short and could not see him 
for the crowd. So he ran ahead and climbed a sycamore 
tree to catch a glimpse of Jesus who was to pass that way. 
When Jesus reached the spot he looked up and spoke to 
him: ‘Zacchaeus, come down. Hurry, because I must 
stay at your house today.’ And he hurried down and 
welcomed him joyfully. They all complained when they 
saw what was happening. ‘He has gone to stay at a 
sinner’s house’ they said. But Zacchaeus stood his 
ground and said to the Lord, ‘Look, sir, I am going to 
give half my property to the poor, and if I have cheated 
anybody I will pay him back four times the amount.’ 
And Jesus said to him, ‘Today salvation has come to this 
house, because this man too is a son of Abraham; for the 
Son of Man has come to seek out and save what was 
lost.’ 

 
The Gospel of the Lord. 

A Warm Welcome to all, 
Especially to All our visitors 
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SAINT MARY STAR OF THE SEA 
28 Greenock Road, Largs, KA30 8NE 

OUR LADY OF PERPETUAL SUCCOUR 
College Street, Millport, KA28 0BG 

 
Tel: 01475 672324. Website: rclargsandmillport.com 

Parish Email: largs@gallowaydiocese.org.uk 
SC010576 

Parish Priest: Mgr. Peter Canon Magee  
PP’s email: peter.magee@gallowaydiocese.org.uk 

Mass 
Largs: Saturday Vigil, 6pm; Sunday, 10am; Mon, 10.30am; 
Tues-Wed, 10am; Fri, 11.30am & 7pm; Sat. 10am. 
Millport: Sunday, 12.15pm; Thursday, 10am (with Exposition 
from 9am) 
 
Confessions 
Largs: Friday, after 7pm Mass; Saturday, after 10am Mass 
and from 5.00-5.45pm. 
Millport: After 10am Mass on Thursday. 
 

LITURGICAL CALENDAR 
COMMEMORATION READINGS 

Monday 4/11: Requiem 
Mass for Eleanor 
Robertson, RIP 

Proper Readings 

Tuesday 5/11: Mass for a 
Happy Death 

31st Week, Ordinary Time 
Liturgical colour: green 

Wednesday 6/11: Mass for 
the Faithful Departed 

31st Week, Ordinary Time 
Liturgical colour: purple 

Thursday 7/11: Mass for 
the Faithful Departed 

31st Week, Ordinary Time 
Liturgical colour: purple 

Friday 8/11, 11.30am: 
Requiem Mass for Frank 
McGarvie, RIP 
 
7pm: Blessed John Duns 
Scotus, Priest (d. 1308) 

Proper Readings 
 
 
 
Isaiah 61: 1-3 
Mark 1:14-20 

Saturday 9/11: Feast of the 
Dedication of the Lateran 
Basilica 

1 Corinthians 3:9-11, 16-17 
John 2:13-22 

Sunday 10/11: 32nd Sunday 
in Ordinary Time 

32nd Week, Ordinary Time 
Liturgical colour: green 

 
MASS INTENTIONS 

Date & Time Intention 
Sat 2nd November, 6pm All Souls 
Sun 3rd November, 10am All Parishioners 
Sun 3rd November, 12.15pm All Souls 
Mon 4th November, 10.30am Eleanor Robertson 
Tues 5th November, 10am All Souls 
Wed 6th November, 10am All Souls 
Thurs 7th November, 10am All Souls 
Fri 8th November, 11.30am Frank McGarvie 
Fri 8th November, 7pm All Souls 
Sat 9th November, 6pm All Souls 
Sun 10th November, 10am All Parishioners 
Sun 10th November 12.15pm All Souls 

 
Sick: Margaret Ryding, Margaret Gallagher, Anne Gaffney, 
Maria Kelly (Millport), Fr. Gerard Hamill, Lidia Tracey, 
Helen McShane, Peter Leitch, Colette McCafferty, Alex 
Gregg, Sarah McDougall, Bruce McDougall, Jessie Clements, 

Baby Ava May Cleary, Teresa Black, Peter McConville, 
Claire McConville, Bill Morgan, Teresa Barrett, Lizzie Park, 
Angela Bebbington, Nelson Bebbington, Ness Cranston, 
Francis Livingstone, Lorraine McBride, Tommy Monaghan, 
Marie Gómez Fernández. Recently Deceased: Eleanor 
Robertson, Frank McGarvie, Martha MacDonald, Ronnie 
Pikeh, Mariam Rogers, Dorothy MacIntosh. 

 
NOTICES 

 
ELEANOR ROBERTSON, RIP (Largs): The Requiem 
Mass for Eleanor will take place on Monday 4th November at 
10.30am in St Mary’s, Largs. We extend our sincerest 
condolences to Eleanor’s entire immediate and extended 
family, assuring them of our prayers for her eternal rest and 
for their comfort and consolation. 
 
FRANK McGARVIE, RIP (Largs): The Requiem Mass for 
Frank will take place on Friday 8th November at 11.30am in 
St Mary’s, Largs. We extend our sincerest condolences to 
Frank’s entire immediate and extended family, assuring them 
of our prayers for her eternal rest and for their comfort and 
consolation. 
 
NOVEMBER LISTS (Both Parishes): During the month of 
November, I will offer all Masses, with the exception of 
funerals and a Sunday Mass for all Parishioners, for the souls 
of the faithful departed whom you list on the sheets made 
available in the church porch. Please seal your envelope and 
place it in the large box made available for this purpose. There 
is no obligation to include a donation, but I will be most 
grateful should you be able to do so. 
 
CHRISTMAS MASS TIMES: To help you with your festive 
plans, I intend to celebrate a Christmas Vigil Mass in Millport 
at 4.30pm on Tuesday 24th December, a Christmas 
“Midnight” Mass at 7.30pm in Largs on Tuesday 24th 
December and a 10am Christmas “Dawn” Mass on 
Wednesday 25th December. 
 
MEEETING OF PARENTS (Largs): On Monday 11th 
November at 2pm, there will be a meeting in St. Mary’s 
Primary School of the parents of those children who in the 
course of this school year will be receiving sacraments for the 
first time (Confirmation, Eucharist, Reconciliation). This is a 
very important meeting, and so I encourage all parents, or at 
least one from each family, to set aside the 30 minutes or so 
required and to come along. I ask grandparents, aunts, uncles, 
etc., to support and encourage the parents to attend! 
 
PRO-LIFE GROUP will meet on Monday 4th November at 
7.30pm in the small meeting room.  New members will be 
very welcome.  For more information, phone Nancy 672869 
 
FROM TURNING POINT SCOTLAND: “We are a charity 
covering North Ayrshire focused on supporting service users with alcohol 
and drug issues through early intervention, prevention and recovery.” I 
have put a number of posters in the church porches of both 
parishes with further information. I strongly encourage 
individuals affected, or their closest loved ones, not to hold 
back but to make use of what might be life-saving help. 
Contact details: Lisa Farren, Administrator for North 
Ayrshire, P.E.A.R., The grange Business Centre, Unit 8, 2D 
Glebe Street, Stevenston, KA20 3EJ. Tel: 01294 447407. 
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SPRED GALLOWAY would like to invite you and all your 
parishioners to their St Andrews' Night Ceilidh and Disco. It 
will be held in St Pauls Church Hall, Ayr on Saturday 30th 
November, 19.30-23.00hrs. A light supper will be provided. 
It is a Bring Your Own Bottle event. 
 
FAIRLIE SEASONAL SINGERS re-commences to prepare 
for Christmas Service on Tuesday 17th December 2019. 
Rehearsals take place at 3pm on Sundays beginning 3rd Nov. 
New singers welcome! Music reading not required. Please see 
Chris Kelly for further info.  
 
AID TO THE CHURCH IN NEED APPEAL (Largs): Over 
the weekend of the 9th and 10th November Michael Willis is 
making an appeal on behalf of the persecuted Church. Our 
purpose is to support the suffering Church around the world. 
In our last financial year, we helped train over 11,000 
seminarians (1 in 10 world-wide). Many of these vocations are 
emerging from the blood of martyrs. We supported over 150 
different Missionary Orders. We undertook 1,674 
construction projects to fund chapels, seminaries, etc. 
 
LARGS STALL: There will be Christmas cards, calendars 
and gifts for sale in the hall after Mass on Saturday 16th and 
Sunday 17th November (hall open until 2.00pm). 
 
BENEDICTINE CHRISTMAS FAYRE: Saturday 16th 
November, from 12.35-4.30pm. Tickets on sale after the 
10am Mass in Largs on Sunday 10th November. 
 
SAFEGUARDING MOBILE PHONE NUMBERS: For 
direct access to our Parish Safeguarding Coordinators: 1) 
Largs (Gordon Sutherland) – 07707 598929; 2) Millport 
(Donnie McGilveray) – 07852 753874. 
 
SVDP PHONE NUMBER: 07950 586214. Please direct all 
enquiries and requests directly to this number. 
 
BULLETIN: The next larger-sized bulletin will be for 17th 
November. All requests for notices to be included should be 
submitted by 12 noon on Thursdays. 
 

RECENT INCOME 
 LARGS MILLPORT 
Main collection £550.90 (20/10) 

£704.39 (27/10) 
£160.84 (20/10) 
£178.14 (27/10) 

Other £104.77 (27/10) --- 
Building Fund --- £78.22 (27/10) 
Missio Scotland £1,197.38 (20/10) £224.25 (20/10) 

 
From the Chair of the Royal College of Psychiatrists in Scotland 
 
I received recently a request from Dr. John Crichton to publish this 
letter to our parishes. Dr. Crichton worked with me as a pro bono, 
expert in marriage nullity cases at the Scottish Catholic Tribunal.  
 
Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ 
 
The police station is next to my church. I sat with a patient 
in complete distress and could smell the blood caked on 
her.  She had hallucinated God’s voice and killed her child 
with a kitchen knife. In my career as a forensic psychiatrist 
I have assessed many people who have killed.  Some are ill, 

some are not, but most acts of violence are unplanned and 
utilise a weapon which is to hand. 
One of the most successful life saving measures in the UK 
had nothing to do with medicine or government strategy. 
It was the unintended consequence of an apparently 
unconnected change. 60 years ago, our domestic gas 
supply was changing from coal gas, rich in carbon 
monoxide, to natural gas. A means of taking one’s own life 
– effective and to hand – was removed and there was a 
profound drop in the rate of suicide – not just the rate of 
carbonmonoxide poisoning but suicide overall.  
 
A key observation is that a seemingly trivial intervention 
can interrupt a life ending course of action.  What more 
important life decision can there be but to end your 
life?  Surely you would simply plan alternative 
means?  And some suicide and some homicides are 
carefully planned and determined.  Yet for the most part 
human beings even at the most extreme moments in life 
are acting in not such a thought through way.  Barriers to 
ending one’s life – making the means less lethal and not 
immediately to hand – can interrupt the course of 
events.  An apparently trivial barrier to a life ending course 
of action was effective in changing behaviour. 
 
We are familiar that sharp instruments are used most 
commonly in homicides in the UK but which sharp objects 
are most common? In Edinburgh over 5 years they were 
used in 70% of deaths.  94% of sharp instruments in this 
sample were identified as kitchen knives.   Limiting the 
availability of a lethal weapon immediately to hand outside 
the home is associated with a dramatic decline in homicide 
and serious injury in Scotland where the culture of knife 
carrying has had an effect – a 60% fall in homicide – a 60% 
fall in weapon carrying a 60% fall in hospital admissions 
following knife assault.. 
 
So how can the success of reducing knife violence outside 
the home be replicated inside the home?  Safe alternative 
kitchen knife designs for use at home exist.  As part of its 
patent application the Newpoint design was tested by the 
Home Office who found it as effective as a police stab vest 
in preventing penetration. The Assure range of safe knives 
from Viner will be appearing in our supermarkets from 
January 2020. 
 
In an initiative from the Anglican Diocese of Rochester a 
petition calling on Parliament to promote the sale of safe 
knife designs and restrict those with pointed tips has been 
launched.  
 
Could I invite you to pray for the success of this initiative, 
to share this letter amongst your church communities and 
support the petition? 
 
https://petition.parliament.uk/petitions/274802 
 
Yours in Christ,  
Prof John Crichton PhD (Cantab) FRCPsych 
Consultant Forensic Psychiatrist 
Chair of the Royal College of Psychiatrists in Scotland  
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The Nicene Creed 
 
I believe in one God, the Father almighty, maker of 
heaven and earth, of all things visible and invisible. 
 
I believe in one Lord Jesus Christ, the Only 
Begotten Son of God, born of the Father before all 
ages. God from God, Light from Light, true God 
from true God, begotten, not made, 
consubstantial with the Father; through him all 
things were made. For us men and for our 
salvation he came down from heaven, (At the words 
that follow, up to and including ‘and became man’, all bow.) and 
by the Holy Spirit was incarnate of the Virgin 
Mary, and became man. For our sake he was 
crucified under Pontius Pilate, he suffered death 
and was buried, and rose again on the third day 
in accordance with the Scriptures. He ascended 
into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the 
Father. He will come again in glory to judge the 
living and the dead and his kingdom will have no 
end. 
 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of 
life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
who with the Father and the Son is adored and 
glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. I 
believe in one, holy, catholic and apostolic 
Church. I confess one Baptism for the forgiveness 
of sins and I look forward to the resurrection of 
the dead and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

___ 
 

LITURGY OF THE EUCHARIST 
 

Hymn for Procession of Gifts (Largs): 600 
 
“As a faithful disciple of St Francis, [Blessed John] Duns Scotus 
liked to contemplate and preach the Mystery of the saving Passion 
of Christ, as the expression of the loving will, of the immense love 
of God who reaches out with the greatest generosity, irradiating his 
goodness and love. Moreover, this love was not only revealed on 
Calvary but also in the Most Blessed Eucharist, for which Duns 
Scotus had a very deep devotion and which he saw as the Sacrament 
of the Real Presence of Jesus and as the Sacrament of unity and 
communion that induces us to love each other and to love God, as 
the Supreme Good we have in common. Just as this love, this 
charity, was at the origin of all things, so too our eternal happiness 
will be in love and charity alone…. 
 
“Not only Christ's role in the history of salvation but also that of 
Mary is the subject of Duns Scotus’ thought. In his times, the 
majority of theologians rejected the idea that Our Lady was 
conceived immaculate, as though Mary had had no need of Christ 
or his redemption. To enable people to understand Mary’s 
preservation from original sin Duns Scotus developed an argument 
that was later, in 1854, also to be used by Bl. Pope Pius IX when 
he solemnly defined the Dogma of the Immaculate Conception of 
Mary. And this argument is that of "preventive Redemption", 
according to which the Immaculate Conception is the masterpiece 

of the Redemption brought about by Christ because the very power 
of his love and his mediation obtained that the Mother be preserved 
from original sin.” 
 
From a talk by Pope Benedict XVI on Bl. John Duns Scotus 

(feast day on 8th November) 
 

Eucharistic Prayer 
 

Salvation through the obedience of Christ 
 
It is truly right and just, our duty and our salvation, 
always and everywhere to give you thanks, 
Lord, holy Father, almighty and eternal God. 
 
For you so loved the world 
that in your mercy you sent us the Redeemer, 
to live like us in all things but sin, 
so that you might love in us what you loved in your Son, 
by whose obedience we have been restored to those gifts 
of yours that, by sinning, we had lost in disobedience. 
 
And so, Lord, with all the Angels and Saints … 
 

Communion Antiphon 
 
Just as the living Father sent me and I have life 
because of the Father, so whoever feeds on me 
shall have life because of me, says the Lord. 
 
“The Church knows that the Lord comes even now in his Eucharist 
and that he is there in our midst. However, his presence is veiled. 
Therefore, we celebrate the Eucharist ‘awaiting the blessed hope 
and the coming of our Saviour, Jesus Christ,’ asking ‘to share in 
your glory when every tear will be wiped away. On that day we 
shall see you, our God, as you are. We shall become like you and 
praise you for ever through Christ our Lord.’  
 
“There is no surer pledge or dearer sign of this great hope in the 
new heavens and new earth ‘in which righteousness dwells,’ than 
the Eucharist. Every time this mystery is celebrated, ‘the work of 
our redemption is carried on’ and we ‘break the one bread that 
provides the medicine of immortality, the antidote for death, and the 
food that makes us live for ever in Jesus Christ.” 
 

From the Catechism, nn. 1404-1405. 
 

Hymn for Communion (Largs): 872 
 
MARIAN ANTIPHON: Salve Regina (n. 367) at 
the 10am Mass only. 
 

Recessional Hymn (Largs): 785 
 

Old aunts used to come up to me at weddings, poke 
me in the ribs and cackle, telling me, “You’re next.” 
They stopped after I started doing the same thing 
to them at funerals.   (Darlene D’Mello) 


