
TWENTY-THIRD SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME, 8th September 2019 
 

 
PREPARATION FOR MASS 

 
No-one is ever alone at Mass. Even if you barely speak 
to anyone from the moment you come in until the 
moment you leave, you are not alone. Because you are 
baptised, you are in communion, you are deeply 
connected spiritually, to everyone else present. 
 
Now here’s the thing – a strange and wonderful thing: 
those present are not just the people physically in the 
church with you. Present at every Mass in a spiritual way 
is everyone who is united to Jesus. That includes all the 
saints in heaven; it includes all the souls in purgatory; it 
includes everyone alive or dead whose heart is open to 
Christ. It even therefore includes people who are not 
baptized but, as we say in the fourth eucharistic prayer, 
“who seek Christ with a sincere heart.” 
 
Our worshipping parish community is where we enter 
into that “world of God” and where everyone in that 
world welcomes us, loves us, prays with and for us. At 
Mass, we meet the great saints and martyrs of the 
Church, we meet the Apostles, we meet Abraham and 
the patriarchs, Isaiah and the prophets. We are in 
communion with the billions of people who may be 
“dead” to us but who are alive to God. We are in the 
presence above all of Mary our Mother and of our 
beloved and beautiful Lord Jesus, the desire of every 
heart. The celebration of the Mass invites our hearts to 
expand big time, to explode, even, with the love and joy 
of God and his holy ones. No, you are not alone. 
 
Opening Hymn (Largs): 673 

 
LITURGY OF THE WORD 

 
Wisdom 9:13-18 
 
The purpose of life is not to decide for ourselves what the truth is or 
is not, or to decide for ourselves the meaning of life. The purpose of 
life is to seek and receive the truth of God and to live our lives guided 
and enlightened by that truth. Another way of saying this is to ask, 
not what do I want to do with my life, but rather what does God 
want me to do with it for him? 
 
What man indeed can know the intentions of God? Who 
can divine the will of the Lord? The reasonings of 
mortals are unsure and our intentions unstable; for a 
perishable body presses down the soul, and this tent of 
clay weighs down the teeming mind. It is hard enough 
for us to work out what is on earth, laborious to know 

what lies within our reach; who, then, can discover what 
is in the heavens? As for your intention, who could have 
learnt it, had you not granted Wisdom and sent your 
holy spirit from above? Thus have the paths of those on 
earth been straightened and men been taught what 
pleases you, and saved, by Wisdom. 
 
Ps. 89: O Lord, you have been our refuge from one 
generation to the next. 
 
Philemon 9-10, 12-17 
 
St. Paul is trying to reconcile two brothers partly, at least, by 
appealing to his own love for both of them and hoping that his love, 
rooted in Christ’s love for them, can motivate them to be at peace 
with each other. 
 
This is Paul writing, an old man now and, what is more, 
still a prisoner of Christ Jesus. I am appealing to you for 
a child of mine, whose father I became while wearing 
these chains: I mean Onesimus. I am sending him back 
to you, and with him – I could say – a part of my own 
self. I should have liked to keep him with me; he could 
have been a substitute for you, to help me while I am in 
the chains that the Good News has brought me. 
However, I did not want to do anything without your 
consent; it would have been forcing your act of kindness, 
which should be spontaneous. I know you have been 
deprived of Onesimus for a time, but it was only so that 
you could have him back for ever, not as a slave any 
more, but something much better than a slave, a dear 
brother; especially dear to me, but how much more to 
you, as a blood-brother as well as a brother in the Lord. 
So if all that we have in common means anything to you, 
welcome him as you would me. 
  
Gospel                Luke 14:25-33 
 
Great crowds accompanied Jesus on his way and he 
turned and spoke to them. ‘If any man comes to me 
without hating his father, mother, wife, children, 
brothers, sisters, yes and his own life too, he cannot be 
my disciple. Anyone who does not carry his cross and 
come after me cannot be my disciple. 

  ‘And indeed, which of you here, intending to build 
a tower, would not first sit down and work out the cost 
to see if he had enough to complete it? Otherwise, if he 
laid the foundation and then found himself unable to 
finish the work, the onlookers would all start making fun 
of him and saying, “Here is a man who started to build 
and was unable to finish.” Or again, what king marching 
to war against another king would not first sit down and 
consider whether with ten thousand men he could stand 
up to the other who advanced against him with twenty 
thousand? If not, then while the other king was still a 
long way off, he would send envoys to sue for peace. So 
in the same way, none of you can be my disciple unless 
he gives up all his possessions.’ 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO OUR 
LADY, QUEEN & MOTHER! 

And A Warm Welcome to all, 
Especially to our visitors 
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SAINT MARY STAR OF THE SEA 
28 Greenock Road, Largs, KA30 8NE 

 
OUR LADY OF PERPETUAL SUCCOUR 

College Street, Millport, KA28 0BG 
 

Tel: 01475 672324. Website: rclargsandmillport.com 
Parish Email: largs@gallowaydiocese.org.uk 

SC010576 
Parish Priest: Mgr. Peter Canon Magee  

PP’s email: peter.magee@gallowaydiocese.org.uk 
 
Mass 
Largs: Saturday Vigil, 6pm; Sunday, 10am; Mon-Wed, 
10am; Fri, 7pm; Sat. 10am. 
Millport: Sunday, 12.15pm; Thursday, 10am (with Exposition 
from 9am) 
 
Confessions 
Largs: Friday, after 7pm Mass; Saturday, after 10am Mass 
and from 5.00-5.45pm. 
Millport: After 10am Mass on Thursday. 
 

LITURGICAL CALENDAR 
COMMEMORATION READINGS 

Monday 9/9: St. Peter 
Claver, Priest (d. 1654) 

23rd Week, Ordinary Time 
Liturgical colour: white 

Tuesday 10/9: St. Ambrose 
Barlow, OSB, Priest & 
Martyr (d. 1641) 

23rd Week, Ordinary Time 
Liturgical colour: red 

Wednesday 11/9: Votive 
Mass of Divine Mercy 

23rd Week, Ordinary Time 
Liturgical colour: white 

Thursday 12/9: Most Holy 
Name of Mary 

23rd Week, Ordinary Time 
Liturgical colour: white 

Friday 13/9: St. John 
Chrysostom, Bishop & 
Doctor (d. 407) 

23rd Week, Ordinary Time 
Liturgical colour: white 

Saturday 14/9: Feast of 
the Exaltation of the 
Holy Cross 

Proper Readings 
Liturgical colour: red 

Sunday 15/9: 24th Sunday 
in Ordinary Time 

24th Week, Ordinary Time 
Liturgical colour: green 

MASS INTENTIONS 
 

DATE & TIME INTENTION 
Sat 7th September, 6pm All Parishioners 
Sun 8th September, 10am Mrs. Elizabeth Mackie 
Sun 8th September 12.15pm Patrick McPartlin 
Mon 9th September, 10am Gus Keenan 
Tues 10th September, 10am Alane Harvey 
Wed 11th September, 10am E & H Boyce, W. Gallagher 
Thur 12th September 10am Tommy Monaghan 
Fri 13th September, 7pm William Russell 
Sat 14th September, 10am Wain Jon Headley 
Sat 14th September 6pm All Parishioners 
Sun 15th September 10am Des Tierney 
Sun 15th September 12.15pm Canon Stephen Judge 

 
Sick: Margaret Ryding, Jane Sewell, Margaret Gallagher, 
Kenneth McComish, Anne Gaffney, Maria Kelly (Millport), 
Liam Nagle, Fr. Gerard Hamill, Lidia Tracey, Helen 
McShane, Peter Leitch, Colette McCafferty, Alex Gregg, 
Sarah McDougall, Bruce McDougall, Jessie Clements, Baby 

Ava May Cleary, Teresa Black, Peter McConville, Claire 
McConville, Bill Morgan, Teresa Barrett, Lizzie Park, 
Spencer Grieg, Angela Bebbington, Nelson Bebbington, Ness 
Cranston, Francis Livingstone, Lorraine McBride. Tommy 
Monaghan and Victoria Miller. Recently Deceased: 
Robert Stewart, Bobby Wilkie. Anniversaries: Catherine 
Clyde, Henry Gillen, Philomena Nagle and May Hennessy. 

 
NOTICES 

 
CONGRATULATIONS to baby Joshua Scally, son of 
Martin and Gillian Scally and grandson of Maria Kelly, who 
will be baptised during the 12.15pm Mass this Sunday at Our 
Lady of Perpetual Succour’s in Millport. The whole 
community shares the great Christian joy of the Scally family 
and we offer them the assurances of our prayers and affection. 
 
FEAST OF THE EXALTATION OF THE HOLY 
CROSS: “Fairest wood and fairest iron, Fairer yet the Weight 
that hung on thee!” I appeal to one and all to make a special 
effort to attend Mass this coming Saturday morning. No 
Cross, no hope, no salvation, no experience of the love of 
Jesus. Come and thank and honour him for his glorious Cross! 
 
EXPOSITION OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT, ST. 
MARY’S, LARGS: I greatly regret that, as part of my need 
to cut back on my workload, and because the daily practical 
commitment of preparing it is too great to ask of others, I have 
come to the decision to end the way we currently have 
Exposition at St. Mary’s. Hence, as of Monday 9th September, 
there will no longer be Exposition one hour before Mass. 
However, twenty minutes before morning or evening Mass 
the Rosary will continue to be recited, with the exception of 
first Fridays when there will be Exposition from 6pm. In due 
course, I will consider other possibilities of Exposition on an 
ad hoc basis since the privilege of adoration of the Blessed 
Sacrament is a fundamental part of any parish’s spiritual life. 
 
ST. MARY’S PRAYER LINE: Phone 07803 748251. 
 
PASTORAL VISIT OF BISHOP NOLAN: Bishop William 
Nolan will be celebrating all Masses in our parishes on the 
weekend of October 19th-20th. 
 
ANNUAL DIOCESAN EDUCATION MASS: This will be 
celebrated by Bishop Nolan at St. Mary’s Church, West 
Road, Irvine, on Tuesday 17th September at 7pm. All 
education staff from the diocese are warmly invited and 
welcomed. After Mass, there will be a light buffet in the hall 
and a chance to socialise. 
 
A CONVERSATION ABOUT SAFEGUARDING: As 
mentioned orally last weekend, the Independent Review 
Group (IRG) intends to hold an Open Meeting as an 
opportunity for members of parish communities from across 
the diocese to meet with members of the IRG and the 
Diocesan Safeguarding team to discuss their understanding 
and experience of Safeguarding within the Catholic Church. 
Unfortunately, the meeting scheduled for 14th September has 
had to be cancelled and will be rescheduled for Spring 2020. 
I wish to underscore the importance of this initiative in terms 
of both the transparency of our Diocese in handling this 
sensitive issue and as an opportunity for parishioners to 
inform themselves better about it. When the new date is 
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announced, I will advise you immediately and try to promote 
a strong attendance at it from within our parishes. 
 
JUSTICE AND PEACE, SCOTLAND, is organizing a day 
of reflection on the encyclical of Pope Francis, Laudato sì, for 
Saturday 21st September, from 10am-4pm at Blythswood 
Hall, Bath Street Glasgow. A poster with further details can 
be found in the church porch. 

PARISH PASTORAL COUNCIL (Largs): The next meeting 
of the PPC will be on Thursday 12th September at 7.30pm. If 
you have any item you wish to be considered at this meeting, 
please inform Mr. Roger Townley or Fr. Peter. 

SPRED GALLOWAY ANNUAL LADIES LUNCH: 
Sunday 29th September 2019, 12.30- 5.30pm, The Waterside 
Hotel, West Kilbride. Champagne reception followed by two 
course lunch, followed by tea, coffee & petit fours, Fashion 
Show by Peignoir of New Market Street Ayr, we have many 
more stall holders from the South Ayrshire area along with 
live entertainment. Why not join us for a relaxed afternoon 
with friends, enjoy a shopping experience in the most 
beautiful surroundings with a glass of something, whilst 
enjoying the most beautiful views? Tickets: £35 per person. 
Transport to and from the event is available on request. 
Ticket enquiries,  please contact 
- info@spredgalloway.org.uk or telephone 01292-738068. 
 
“PROJECT GAMBIA” volunteers will be visiting St. Mary’s 
in Largs this weekend to make a special appeal on behalf of 
children in The Gambia. They will be greatly appreciative of 
any support received in the retiral bucket collection after 
Masses. The volunteers will visit Millport in the New Year. 
 
AID TO THE CHURCH IN NEED is currently recruiting 
an Area Secretary (parish speaker) for the dioceses of 
Galloway, Paisley and Glasgow. Closing date for 
applications: 22nd September 2019. First 
Interviews: 3rd October 2019 at their Offices in Motherwell. 
Second Interviews: 9th October 2019 at their National Office 
in Sutton. Anyone interested in applying will find full details 
on the ACN website at: https://acnuk.org/about/jobs-and-
volunteering/area-secretary-for-galloway-paisley-glasgow/. 
 
SAFEGUARDING MOBILE NUMBERS: For speedy and 
direct access to our Parish Safeguarding Coordinators: 1) 
Largs (Gordon Sutherland) - 07707 598929; 2) Millport 
(Donnie McGilveray) -  07852 753874. 

SVDP PHONE NUMBER: 07950 586214. Please direct all 
enquiries and requests directly to this number. 
 
RETIRED PRIESTS COLLECTION: This will be taken up 
at all Masses on Sunday 29th September. (Yellow) gift aid 
envelopes are now available in the church porch. Bishop 
Nolan has asked me to inform you as follows: “On average, 
the monthly expenditure on retired clergy is c.£12k per 
month which equates to £144k per year.  This covers the 
monthly retirement allowance paid to retirees and nursing 
home fees for 2 retired clergy.  This figure does not include 
one off costs.  The special collection across the diocese was 
£14.6k in 2018; £18.1k in 2017; and £17.6k in 2016.” 
 

THE BULLETIN: As part of my attempts to “slow down”, I 
have decided to produce this larger-sized bulletin on the first 
and third Sundays of the month only (this weekend being an 
exception). On the other Sundays, we will produce the smaller 
version you had during my recent holiday. Clearly, there will 
be fewer notices printed in the smaller version, priority being 
given to the Word of God, the names of the sick and deceased 
and the Mass intentions for the week. If you specifically want 
a notice to be in the larger bulletin, then please take note of 
the Sundays on which it is produced. Any notice that is urgent 
can always be read out at the end of Mass, although it is 
preferable to keep these to a minimum insofar as possible. 
 

RECENT INCOME 
 

 LARGS MILLPORT 
Main collection £696.82 (4/8) 

£599.88 (11/8) 
£567.86 (18/8) 
£552.19 (25/8) 
£760.25 (1/9) 

£232.46 (4/8) 
£222.53 (11/8) 
£228.56 (18/8) 
£169.37 (25/8) 
£153.60 (1/9) 

Other £57.39 (4/8) 
£59.45 (11/8) 
£0.00 (18/8) 
£98.62 (25/8) 
£51.27 (1/9) 

 
 

--- 

Building Fund  
 

--- 

£90.43 (4/8) 
£156.16 (11/8) 
£102.40 (18/8) 
£115.22 (25/8) 
£118.50 (1/9) 

Candles --- £152.11 (18/8) 
July Income from 
Bank s/o, f/p etc 

£2,199.00 --- 

 
FIRST ST. MARY’S PARISH 
FESTIVAL OF FAITH & FUN 

 
Date & 
Time 

Event Location 

Sunday  
22/9 at 6pm 

Songs of Praise Church 

Monday  
23/9 at 7am 

Early Mass  
then breakfast 

Church 
then hall 

Tuesday 
24/9 at 10am 

Children’s Mass Church 

Wednesday 
25/9 at 2pm 

Mass for the Sick  
then afternoon tea 

Church 
then hall 

Thursday 
26/9 at 7pm 

Concert: 
Largs Church Choirs, 

St. Mary’s Primary Choir 
with Sir James MacMillan 

Church 

Friday  
27/9 at ? 

 

Night at the movies? ? 

Saturday 
28/9 after 
6pm Mass 

Social evening. BYOB 
and a dish to share. 

Entertainment! 

Hall 

Sunday  
29/9, 10am 

Solemn Celebration of 
Our Lady Star of the 
Sea. Procession and 

Crowning of our Lady 

Church 
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The Nicene Creed 
 
I believe in one God, the Father almighty, maker of 
heaven and earth, of all things visible and invisible. 
 
I believe in one Lord Jesus Christ, the Only 
Begotten Son of God, born of the Father before all 
ages. God from God, Light from Light, true God 
from true God, begotten, not made, 
consubstantial with the Father; through him all 
things were made. For us men and for our 
salvation he came down from heaven, (At the words 
that follow, up to and including ‘and became man’, all bow.) and 
by the Holy Spirit was incarnate of the Virgin 
Mary, and became man. For our sake he was 
crucified under Pontius Pilate, he suffered death 
and was buried, and rose again on the third day 
in accordance with the Scriptures. He ascended 
into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the 
Father. He will come again in glory to judge the 
living and the dead and his kingdom will have no 
end. 
 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of 
life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
who with the Father and the Son is adored and 
glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. I 
believe in one, holy, catholic and apostolic 
Church. I confess one Baptism for the forgiveness 
of sins and I look forward to the resurrection of 
the dead and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

___ 
 

LITURGY OF THE EUCHARIST 
 

Hymn for Procession of Gifts (Largs): 812 
 

Splinter from the Cross 
(for the Exaltation of the Cross on 14th September) 

 
Little headaches, little heartaches 
Little griefs of every day. 
Little trials and vexations, 
How they throng around our way! 
One great cross, immense and heavy, 
so it seems to our weak will, 
Might be borne with resignation, 
But these many small ones kill. 
Yet all life is formed of small things, 
Little leaves, make up the trees, 
Many tiny drops of water 
Blending, make the mighty seas. 
Let us not then by impatience 
Mar the beauty of the whole, 
But for love of Jesus bear all 
In the silence of our soul. 
Asking Him for grace sufficient 
To sustain us through each loss, 
And to treasure each small offering 
As a splinter from His Cross. 

(Author unknown) 

Eucharistic Prayer III 
 

The pledge of the eternal Passover 
 
It is truly right and just, our duty and our salvation, 
always and everywhere to give you thanks, 
Lord, holy Father, almighty and eternal God. 
 
For in you we live and move and have our being, 
and while in this body 
we not only experience the daily effects of your care, 
but even now possess the pledge of life eternal. 
For, having received the first fruits of the Spirit, 
through whom you raised up Jesus from the dead, 
we hope for an everlasting share in the Paschal Mystery. 
 
And so, with all the Angels, we praise you, 
as in joyful celebration we acclaim: Holy, holy. 
 

Communion Antiphon 
 
I am the light of the world, says the Lord; whoever 
follows me will not walk in darkness, but will have 
the light of life. 
 
“O Lord Jesus Christ, open the eyes of my heart that I may hear 
Your word and understand and do Your will. For I am a sojourner 
upon the earth. Hide not Your commandments from me but open 
my eyes that I may perceive the wonders of Your law. Speak unto 
me the hidden and secret things of Your wisdom.  
 
“On You do I set my hope, O my God, that You shall enlighten my 
mind and understanding with the light of Your knowledge; not only 
to cherish those things which are written, but to do them: That in 
reading the lives and sayings of the Saints I may not sin but that 
such may serve for my restoration, enlightenment and sanctification, 
for the salvation of my soul and the inheritance of life everlasting.  
 
“For You are the enlightenment of those who lie in darkness and 
from You comes every good deed and every gift. Amen.” 
 

St. John Chrysostom (13th September) 
 

Hymn for Communion (Largs): 662 
 
MARIAN ANTIPHON: Hail, holy Queen, Mother 
of Mercy …. (recited at 6pm Vigil). Sung as the 
Salve Regina (n. 367) at the 10am Mass. 
 

Recessional Hymn (Largs): 877 
 
Church Bulletin Announcement: 
 
Eight new choir robes are currently needed due to 
the addition of several new members and to the 
deterioration of some older ones. 


