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PREPARATION FOR MASS 

 
Have you ever noticed how remembering certain things 
can bring them to life again? You feel now what you felt 
then; you might suddenly recall details such as colours 
and smells which had long since been forgotten. So, our 
memory does not just recall bare information. It can also 
summon the past into the present as if it were right here. 
 
When a community remembers an important event in 
its past, it often does so by means of a public ritual 
performed to re-enact or just to remember the event. 
For example, Largs has the Festival of Fire every year to 
re-enact the Battle of Largs. No-one from then is still 
alive now to relive the drama of the event. Yet, the ritual 
remembrance associates people in Largs today with the 
proud history of the town. It links generations together. 
 
The Mass combines the memory of an event with a 
public community ritual. The event is the sacrifice of 
Jesus on the Cross. The ritual is the Last Supper. The 
Festival of Fire does not bring to life the Vikings and 
Largensians of 750 years ago. But, by the will and power 
of God, the ritual of the Mass actually makes the sacrifice of 
the Cross truly present: it’s not a mere memory nor is it a 
different or new sacrifice, but the same one. Just as the Last 
Supper made the same sacrifice present in advance of its 
happening, so the Mass makes it present afterwards and 
throughout history until Jesus returns at the end of time. 
That’s why we say at every Mass: “when we eat this 
bread and drink this cup we proclaim your death, Lord 
Jesus, until you come again.” That’s why we speak of the 
Sacrifice of the Mass: at Mass we are on Calvary. The Mass 
is the Cross made truly present in ritual form. 
  
Opening Hymn (Largs): 967 

 
LITURGY OF THE WORD 

 
Genesis 18:1-10 
 
The three men who appear to Abraham and Sarah are often 
interpreted as an early revelation of the holy Trinity. Their visit 
heralds the fulfilment of the promise of a son made earlier to 
Abraham. God always keeps his promises and, for those who 
believe, they always confer a blessing. 
 
The Lord appeared to Abraham at the Oak of Mamre 
while he was sitting by the entrance of the tent during 
the hottest part of the day. He looked up, and there he 
saw three men standing near him. As soon as he saw 
them he ran from the entrance of the tent to meet them, 
and bowed to the ground. ‘My lord,’ he said ‘I beg you, 
if I find favour with you, kindly do not pass your servant 

by. A little water shall be brought; you shall wash your 
feet and lie down under the tree. Let me fetch a little 
bread and you shall refresh yourselves before going 
further. That is why you have come in your servant’s 
direction.’ They replied, ‘Do as you say.’ 

  Abraham hastened to the tent to find Sarah.’ 
‘Hurry,’ he said ‘knead three bushels of flour and make 
loaves.’ Then running to the cattle Abraham took a fine 
and tender calf and gave it to the servant, who hurried 
to prepare it. Then taking cream, milk and the calf he 
had prepared, he laid all before them, and they ate while 
he remained standing near them under the tree. 

  ‘Where is your wife Sarah?’ they asked him. ‘She is 
in the tent’ he replied. Then his guest said, ‘I shall visit 
you again next year without fail, and your wife will then 
have a son.’ 

 
Ps. 14: The just will live in the presence of the 
Lord. 
 
Colossians 1:24-28 
 
The Church’s purpose can be no different from Christ’s. The 
Church is his chosen instrument and partner to reveal to the world 
its own destiny. That destiny is for the whole of creation, material 
and spiritual, to be united in Christ. There can be no scientific or 
political or cultural or social destiny of the world apart from, or in 
competition with, Christ. All these things only have their sense if 
they lead mankind and the universe itself to a deeper and fuller 
union with Christ. The Church’s mission is to shed Christ’s light 
on all these things so as to draw them closer to final unity in him. 
 
It makes me happy to suffer for you, as I am suffering 
now, and in my own body to do what I can to make up 
all that has still to be undergone by Christ for the sake 
of his body, the Church. I became the servant of the 
Church when God made me responsible for delivering 
God’s message to you, the message which was a mystery 
hidden for generations and centuries and has now been 
revealed to his saints. It was God’s purpose to reveal it 
to them and to show all the rich glory of this mystery to 
pagans. The mystery is Christ among you, your hope of 
glory: this is the Christ we proclaim, this is the wisdom 
in which we thoroughly train everyone and instruct 
everyone, to make them all perfect in Christ. 
  
Gospel               Luke 10:38-42 
 
Jesus came to a village, and a woman named Martha 
welcomed him into her house. She had a sister called 
Mary, who sat down at the Lord’s feet and listened to 
him speaking. Now Martha who was distracted with all 
the serving said, ‘Lord, do you not care that my sister is 
leaving me to do the serving all by myself? Please tell her 
to help me.’ But the Lord answered: ‘Martha, Martha,’ 
he said ‘you worry and fret about so many things, and 
yet few are needed, indeed only one. It is Mary who has 
chosen the better part; it is not to be taken from her.’ 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

A Warm Welcome to all, 
Especially to our visitors 
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SAINT MARY STAR OF THE SEA 
28 Greenock Road, Largs, KA30 8NE 

 
OUR LADY OF PERPETUAL SUCCOUR 

College Street, Millport, KA28 0BG 
 

Tel: 01475 672324. Website: rclargsandmillport.com 
Parish Email: largs@gallowaydiocese.org.uk 

SC010576 
Parish Priest: Mgr. Peter Canon Magee  

PP’s email: peter.magee@gallowaydiocese.org.uk 
 
Mass 
Largs: Saturday Vigil, 6pm; Sunday, 10am; Mon-Wed, 
10am; Fri, 7pm; Sat. 10am. 
Millport: Sunday, 12.15pm; Thursday, 10am 
 
Confessions 
Largs: Friday, after 7pm Mass; Saturday, after 10am Mass 
and from 5.00-5.45pm. 
Millport: After 10am Mass on Thursday. 
 
Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
One hour before weekday Mass (unless a funeral, a holiday 
of obligation or otherwise notified), with Rosary & Litany on 
the half-hour. 

LITURGICAL CALENDAR 
 

COMMEMORATION READINGS 
Monday 22/7: Feast of St. 
Mary Magdalene 

2 Corinthians 5:14-17 
John 20:1-2,11-18 
Liturgical colour: white 

Tuesday 23/7: Feast of St. 
Bridget of Sweden, 
Patroness of Europe 

Galatians 2:19-20 
John 15:1-18 
Liturgical colour: white 

Wednesday 24/7: St. 
Charbel Makhlouf, Priest 
(d. 1898) 

16th Week, Ordinary Time 
Liturgical colour: white 

Thursday 25/7: Feast of St. 
James, Apostle & Martyr 

2 Corinthians 4:7-15 
Matthew 20:20-28 
Liturgical colour: red 

Friday 26/7: SS. Joachim & 
Anne, Parents of Our Lady 

16th Week, Ordinary Time 
Liturgical colour: white 

Saturday 27/7: Mary, 
Mother of the Church 

16th Week, Ordinary Time 
Liturgical colour: white 

Sunday 28/7: 17th Sunday 
in Ordinary Time 

17th Week, Ordinary Time 
Liturgical colour: green 

 
MASS INTENTIONS 

 
DATE & TIME INTENTION 
Sat 20th July, 6pm All Parishioners 
Sun 21st July, 10am Joe McGinty 
Sun 21st July, 12.15pm Johnston Murphy 
Mon 22nd July, 10am William Beer 
Tues 23rd July, 10am Gemma Rosa Mina 
Wed 24th July, 10am Jessie Westley 
Thurs 25th July, 10am Joe McGinty 
Fri 26th July, 7pm Sheila Murphy 
Sat 27th July, 10am Mary Devine 
Sat 27th July, 6pm All Parishioners 
Sun 28th July, 10am Tony O’Hare 
Sun 28th July, 12.15pm Those who suffer addiction 

Sick: Margaret Ryding, Jane Sewell, Margaret Gallagher, 
Kenneth McComish, Anne Gaffney, Maria Kelly (Millport), 
Liam Nagle, Alane Harvey, Fr. Gerard Hamill, Lidia Tracey, 
Helen McShane, Peter Leitch, Colette McCafferty, Alex 
Gregg, Sarah McDougall, Bruce McDougall, Jessie Clements, 
Baby Ava May Cleary. Recently Deceased: Gemma Rosa 
Mina, Jessie Westley, William Beer, Francis McCormick, 
Robert McMahon, Christopher Smith. Anniversaries: 
Winifred Boyce, James Fitzpatrick, Mary Cunningham. 

 
NOTICES 

 
MRS. JESSIE WESTLEY, RIP: We offer our condolences to 
Mrs. Linda Reynolds, of St. Mary’s parish, on the death of her 
beloved mother. The funeral will be held at Holmsford Bridge 
Crematorium on Wednesday 24th July at 3.30pm. I will offer 
the 10am Mass that morning for Mrs. Westley’s soul. 
 
ST. MARY’S PRAYER LINE: Phone 07803 748251. 
 
DIOCESAN PILGRIMAGE TO WHITHORN: Sunday 
24th August. A sheet is available at the back of both parish 
churches for anyone who wishes to sign up. The Mass will be 
at 4pm near St. Ninian’s cave, with another at 4.45pm in the 
parish church in Whithorn for those unable to walk to the 
beach. Details about the time of departure from St. Mary’s 
will be given in due course. 
 
YOUTH PILGRIMAGE TO ST ANDREWS: On Saturday 
31st August young people from all over Scotland will gather 
in St Andrews, Fife. Contact Fr Stephen McGrattan 
on stephen.mcgrattan@gallowaydiocese.org.uk to reserve a 
place or for more details. 
 
CATHOLIC VOICES (SCOTLAND): A public speaking 
training weekend on “how to communicate the Faith without raising 
your voice” will be held in Dalmally, Argyll from 8pm on Friday 
2 August to 6pm on Sunday 4 August. Cost, £100 or £50 for 
students. More info from dermot.grenham@gmail.com. 
 
SPUC SCOTLAND: In response to recent legislation 
permitting abortions to be carried out at home, a petition is 
available for signatures in the church porch. It is entitled “Say 
No to DIY abortion.”  
 
BENEDICTINE MONASTERY: A note from Mother 
Prioress: “We wish to thank everyone for your wonderful 
support for our recent Strawberry Fayre. The sum raised was 
£1,500. You are always in our prayers. God Bless.” 
 
SVDP PHONE NUMBER: 07950 586214. Please direct all 
enquiries and requests directly to this number. 
 
CHANA GROUP (Largs): Toiletries are urgently needed for 
the Irvine hostel. A box will be left during July in the church 
porch for any donations of relative items. Many thanks. 
 
BULLETIN NOTICES: Please submit any notices for the 
bulletin by 12 Noon on Thursday. 

INCOME, 13-14 JULY 
 LARGS MILLPORT 
Main collection £681.83 Not yet available 
Bank s/o, f/p etc £2,104.00 --- 
Sea Sunday £542.93 Not yet available 
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Ways of “detecting” God 

 
Given the natural desire we have for God (cf. last week’s 
bulletin), and as long as we don’t suppress it, it follows that 
we would then set out in search of him. Leaving aside for 
now what we know of God from the Bible and from the 
Church, there are different ways we can come to know 
God by just using our minds, or natural reason.  
 
Some early Church thinkers called these ways “proofs for 
the existence of God.” By “proof” they meant something 
different from how that word is used today. Collins English 
Dictionary defines a proof as “a fact, argument, or piece of 
evidence which shows that something is definitely true or 
definitely exists.” This definition is not what early writers 
meant when speaking of proofs for the existence of God. 
 
For them, proofs arose collectively from a number of clues. 
Taken in isolation, each clue would not be enough. But 
taken together, they would converge to prove God’s 
existence. Their approach was more like that of a detective 
than that of a scientist, more like Poirot than Einstein. 
 
So, where did they start from? Where did they seek their 
first clues? From two main sources: from the world around 
us and from the human person. Let’s take a few examples. 
 
The physical world has order and beauty. These point to 
an intelligence which has deliberately put them in place. 
It’s a bit like someone going into an unoccupied house and 
finding everything neat and orderly. You presume that 
someone has made it so.  So, as regards the world, we can 
likewise infer that God made it orderly and beautiful. Or 
again, everything that exists is caused by something else. 
The universe must also therefore be caused by something 
greater than itself. From this, we can again infer the 
existence of God. 
 
St. Paul, talking about the nations outside of Israel, says 
that, although God had not revealed himself openly to 
them as he had done to Abraham and the Patriarchs, they 
still ought to have been able to know him to some degree 
from creation: “For what can be known about God is plain 
to them, because God has shown it to them. Ever since the 
creation of the world, his invisible nature, namely, his 
eternal power and deity, has been clearly perceived in the 
things that have been made” (Romans 1:19-20). 
 
St. Augustine, for his part, once gave a sermon in which he 
said much the same: “Question the beauty of the earth, 
question the beauty of the sea, question the beauty of the 
air distending and diffusing itself, question the beauty of 
the sky. . . Question all these realities. All respond: ‘See, we 
are beautiful.’ Their beauty is a profession [i.e. a proclamation 
of faith]. These beauties are subject to change. Who made 
them if not the Beautiful One who is not subject to 
change?” (Sermon 241, par.2). 
 
As regards proofs or clues about the existence of God that 
come from reflecting on the human person, we can point 
to the person’s openness to truth and beauty, his sense of 

moral goodness, his freedom and the voice of conscience. 
There are also his longings for the infinite and for a final 
and definitive happiness. The very fact that he questions 
himself about God’s existence, especially in relation to the 
meaning of his own life and destiny, shows man has an 
intuition about God’s existence. 
 
The document of Vatican II which I quoted last week puts 
it very beautifully. It says that, in himself, man discerns 
signs of his spiritual soul which, as the “seed of eternity we 
bear in ourselves, irreducible to the merely material”, can 
have its origin only in God (“Gaudium et Spes”, meaning “Joy 
and Hope”, par. 18). 
 
Neither the universe nor the human person has within 
themselves their first origin or their final end. Rather, they 
have the gift of existence from God, the Supreme Being. 
He alone is without origin. He alone is without end. In 
different ways, then, we can come to know that there exists 
a reality which has no beginning and no end, and which is 
the origin and the destiny of all things which do have a 
beginning and an end. This reality, says St. Thomas 
Aquinas, “everyone calls God” (from his “Summa 
Theologiae” or “Compendium of Theology”, I, 2.3).  
 
It is God’s creative word, full of love, which makes us exist 
from the moment of conception. Our continuation in 
existence is an ongoing act of God’s faithful love which 
began and persists because God wills that we exist. The fact 
that we exist is of itself proof that we are eternally loved by 
God. For if he did not love us into existence, and continue 
to love us while we go on existing, then we would not exist 
at all. Therefore, the fact that I can say “I am” means that 
I can also joyfully conclude “I am loved by God.” 
 
Our faculties of knowing, loving, remembering, and all the 
rest, make us able to come to a certain knowledge of the 
existence of a personal God. At the same time, merely by 
them alone, we are not able to “grab” God and pull him 
down to us so that we can see him and know him and 
“examine” him more closely in a way that satisfies, not just 
our minds, but also our hearts and our deepest longings. 
 
For us to be able to enter into real intimacy with him, two 
things were needed. The first was that God would freely 
take the initiative to reveal himself to us. This he did gradually 
beginning with Abraham and completed fully in Jesus. The 
second was that he give us the ability to grasp what he revealed, 
in other words, the grace of faith. Our human faculties on 
their own cannot grasp what God reveals about himself, 
about us and about creation. Natural faculties can only 
plumb nature. To be able to have access to God himself, to 
his supernatural being, he had to give us the wherewithal. 
The foundation of that is the supernatural grace of faith.  
 
The proofs of God's existence, however, from the physical 
world and from the human person can prepare us for faith 
and show us that faith is not opposed to natural reason but 
takes it to new heights. Poirot and Einstein step aside. 
 
(Adapted from the Catechism, nn.31-35)  - Mgr. Peter Magee 



SIXTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME, 21st JULY 2019 
 

The Nicene Creed 
 
I believe in one God, the Father almighty, maker 
of heaven and earth, of all things visible and 
invisible. 
 
I believe in one Lord Jesus Christ, the Only 
Begotten Son of God, born of the Father before all 
ages. God from God, Light from Light, true God 
from true God, begotten, not made, 
consubstantial with the Father; through him all 
things were made. For us men and for our 
salvation he came down from heaven, (At the words 
that follow, up to and including ‘and became man’, all bow.) and 
by the Holy Spirit was incarnate of the Virgin 
Mary, and became man. For our sake he was 
crucified under Pontius Pilate, he suffered death 
and was buried, and rose again on the third day 
in accordance with the Scriptures. He ascended 
into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the 
Father. He will come again in glory to judge the 
living and the dead and his kingdom will have no 
end. 
 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of 
life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
who with the Father and the Son is adored and 
glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. I 
believe in one, holy, catholic and apostolic 
Church. I confess one Baptism for the forgiveness 
of sins and I look forward to the resurrection of 
the dead and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

___ 
 

LITURGY OF THE EUCHARIST 
 

Hymn for Procession of Gifts (Largs): 940 
 
Both bread and wine symbolize unity. As wheat is scattered across a 
field and grapes are distributed on the vine, so each of us in our 
individual lives seems scattered across the area in which we live. When 
wheat and grapes are harvested and processed by human ingenuity, 
they become one loaf of bread, one flask of wine. When we human 
beings are called together (“summoned”, as one eucharistic prayer puts 
it) and consecrated by the Spirit in baptism, confirmation and holy 
communion, we become one spirit and one body in Christ, the Church. 
 
Our diversity and variety as human persons are the direct handiwork 
of the Lord. His creativity is ever new, ever inventive. Our fingerprints 
and the iris of our eyes bear witness physically to the fact the we are 
all unique. We display the beauty of our Creator. We are like the 
many tesserae or pieces of ceramic or stone used by an artist to make a 
mosaic. Our uniqueness finds its truest expression in being part of a 
pattern or design being formed by the hands of God. 
 
Each of us is a gift of God, a gift for God and a gift for one another. 
Uniqueness loses its meaning when it sees itself in competition with 
the other, as better than the other. Competition divides. Compassion 
unites – provided it is rooted in the truth, that is, in the pattern which 
the Creator has established. Pray for compassion and gratitude for the 
unique gift that you are and that the person sitting beside you also is. 

Eucharistic Prayer I 
 

The Paschal Mystery and the People of God 
 
It is truly right and just, our duty and our salvation, 
always and everywhere to give you thanks, 
Lord, holy Father, almighty and eternal God, 
through Christ our Lord. 
 
For through his Paschal Mystery, 
he accomplished the marvellous deed, 
by which he has freed us from the yoke of sin and death, 
summoning us to the glory of being now called 
a chosen race, a royal priesthood, 
a holy nation, a people for your own possession, 
to proclaim everywhere your mighty works, 
for you have called us out of darkness 
into your own wonderful light. 
 
And so, with Angels and Archangels, 
with Thrones and Dominions, 
and with all the hosts and Powers of heaven, 
we sing the hymn of your glory, 
as without end we acclaim: Holy, holy … 
 

Communion Antiphon 
 
Behold, I stand at the door and knock, says the Lord. 
If anyone hears my voice and opens the door to me, 
I will enter his house and dine with him, and he with 
me. 
 
The Lord continues to carry our sufferings as he did during his sacred 
Passion. He carries them not just through empathy, as if showing us 
compassion from his “distant” heaven. It is important to recall that 
we are both spiritually and physically united with him through 
baptism. It made us part of his Mystical Body, the Church. Then, 
through the Eucharist, he deepens that union with us sacramentally. 
His real presence is really present in us. Whatever we are going 
through, spiritually, morally, psychologically, emotionally or 
physically, Jesus is truly with us and in us. 
 
Admittedly, that’s a difficult thing to get our heads round. But there’s 
no need to get your head round it: whether you do or don’t, he is in you! 
What this means is that your sufferings are truly his sufferings. When 
you say “I am suffering terrible pain” you could just as easily and 
truly say, “the Lord is suffering terrible pain in me, with me.” Uniting 
your suffering with him in faith means that you are helping him to 
continue to bear the sufferings of the world for the world’s salvation. 
 

Hymn for Communion (Largs): 798 
 
MARIAN ANTIPHON: Hail, holy Queen, Mother 
of Mercy …. (recited at 6pm Vigil). Sung as the 
Salve Regina (n. 367) at the 10am Mass. 
 

Recessional Hymn (Largs): 910 
 
Don’t let worry kill you off – let the Church help. 


