
Truth and Treasure of Human Dignity 
 
Every human being is a treasure waiting to be unearthed. That’s never denied 
because we sometimes get things even seriously wrong. No-one is the wrong they 
do, however great it may be. Justice demands that any wrong be made right or 
made good by compensation. The punishment must fit the crime and the criminal 
must endure his punishment. But he is always more than his crime and his 
punishment. 
 
To punish is to say, “as a human being, you should have known better than to 
commit that crime.” To punish brings the criminal to his senses, to recognise his 
own dignity. Punishment tells him that society expects more of him precisely 
because of his dignity. Once released, it warns him to live again according to that 
dignity by respecting the dignity owed to others. 
 
All this presumes that our justice system is itself just. It presumes that all are equal 
under the law and that all are given due process. It presumes that the courts are 
not abused for vengeance or to crush the guilty or, worse, the innocent. If these 
presumptions are valid, then our justice system both protects dignity and restores 
it when lost. It recognises that the human person is at his best, flourishes his most, 
contributes his greatest when he acts justly, in accordance with the truth of his 
dignity. 
 
It is not, of course, any justice system or state which gives a person his dignity. 
Our dignity precedes any state. It is intrinsic to our humanity. It is conferred by 
the Creator and Redeemer God who alone precedes us and will, if we but let him, 
unearth us from the crimes we commit before him and restore us to the glory of 
being his children. We have but to hold on to his Cross. 
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