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National Safeguarding Prayer 
 

Lord Jesus we praise you for calling us to the service of others. 
We pray for a generosity of spirit  

to ensure the vulnerable are protected. 
We pray for a compassionate heart so that we will reach out  

to those who are wounded by abuse. 
We pray for courage and determination as we seek the safety  

of everyone in our parish communities. 
We dedicate ourselves to this work of service and pray that you 

will help us to do your will at all times and in all places. 
We ask this in the Name of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 



	 2	

Safeguarding Audit Findings (2018) 
 
The following provides a summary of findings from a Self-Evaluation 
of the 8 Standards of Service and Conduct within Millport Parish in 
compliance with Safeguarding Standards. 
 
Standard 1:  Creating and maintaining safe Church 
environments. Overall evaluation: 
 

Score Parish Score 
1 (Weak) to 5 (Very Good) 3 

 
Identified Weaknesses:  
 
- Identified at Parish Council meeting on 31st January 2019 that 
external group, Millport Choir use hall.  Choir has now signed to accept 
our safeguarding processes. 
- Quarterly meetings with Parish Priest (PP) and Safeguarding 
Coordinator from neighboring parish to discuss and implement safe 
policy and practice.   
- Undertake risk assessments of Eucharistic Ministers group and Choir 
group during 2019 
 
Necessary steps for improvement:   
 
- Regular meetings with PP and Safeguarding Coordinator from 
neighboring parish to discuss and implement safe policy and practice. 
- Mandatory part 1 training (new volunteers) and Safeguarding training 
part 2 session to be scheduled over the year for all parish group 
volunteers in contact with children or vulnerable adults on parish 
premises. 
 
Standard 2:  Vetting the appointment of clergy, religious, lay 
employees and volunteers. Overall evaluation: 
 

Score Parish Score 
1 (Weak) to 5 (Very Good) 3 
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Identified Weaknesses: 
 
-Need clarity on criteria for inclusion and definition of “regulated 
work” 
 
Necessary steps for improvement: 
 
- Regular meetings with PP and Safeguarding Coordinator from 
neighboring parish to discuss and implement safe policy and practice. 
- Regular contact and communication with diocesan coordinator and 
attendance at Deanery Safeguarding meetings. 
 
Standard 3:  Responding to Safeguarding Concerns or 
Allegations. (N.B. There is no scoring for this standard) 
 
There were no concerns or allegations raised and therefore not able to 
measure performance. 
 
Standard 4:  Providing care and support to survivors. Overall 
evaluation: 
 
There were no cases where support to survivors was requested and 
therefore not able to measure performance 
 
Standard 5: Managing and providing care for those accused 
of abuse. (N.B. There is no scoring for this standard) 
 
Normally those who disclose abuse are directed to a Safeguarding 
Adviser in the Diocese or Religious Institute.  Accordingly, to avoid any 
conflict of confidentiality, an accused person must not have contact 
with this Safeguarding Adviser when an allegation is disclosed.  No 
measure of this therefore appropriate. 
 
Standard 6:  Working Together. Overall evaluation: 
 

Score Parish Score 
1 (Weak) to 5 (Very Good) 5 

 
 



	 4	

Identified Weaknesses: 
 
-Ensuring quarterly meetings of inter parochial safeguarding 
committee meets.  Refresher courses and inter-parish support. 
 
Necessary steps for improvement: 
 
-Engaging the challenge of evening meetings and ferry times.  
 
Standard 7:  Training and support for all involved in 
Safeguarding. Overall evaluation: 
 

Score Parish Score 
1 (Weak) to 5 (Very Good) 3 

 
Identified Weaknesses: 
 
-Safeguarder working on mainland through the week.  Can only make 
occasional meetings.  Need permanent support on island to assist. 
 
Necessary steps for improvement: 
 
- Meeting with PP and SPC from neighboring parish to identify training 
needs.  Refresher courses.   
- Make use of knowledge base of PP who was involved in the canonical 
oversite of In God’s Image draft. 
- Midweek early evening training opportunities. 
 
Standard 8:  Quality Assurance in Safeguarding. Overall 
evaluation: 
 

Score Parish Score 
1 (Weak) to 5 (Very Good) 3 

 
Identified Weaknesses  
 
- At the time of the Audit, no formal Safeguarding Action Plan in place 
- Need more adequate page on new Parish Website. 
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Necessary Steps for improvement 
 
- Draw up Safeguarding action plan.   
- Engage with PP and others to improve the relevant website page.  
 

___ 

 

Comments from Mgr. Magee: 
 
1. Firstly, I want to commend Mr. Donny McGilveray for the diligent 

amount of work he has put into the Safeguarding of the children and 
vulnerable adults in our parish. We owe him a great debt of gratitude 
for his commitment and generosity, not to mention the 
professionalism and competence with which he has “done his job.” 
 

2. As is evident from the nature of Safeguarding, not every detail can 
be made known to the parish about every aspect of what goes on. 
What I can say without fear of contradiction is that the transparency 
of action and reporting has been superb on the part of all involved. 

 
3. 2018 was the first year of the new auditing system required by the 

document “In God’s Image.” As part of that, I felt it important to 
make available to all parishioners as much of the audit as was 
permitted. 
 

4. I know the language of Safeguarding is not always easy or familiar 
to everyone, but hopefully this brochure is accessible in the main to 
everyone. If you have any questions, please direct them to Mr. 
Sutherland who will be able to explain any matter not clear to you. 

 
5. The standards set in place by the Bishops of Scotland are intended 

to be a minimum level of measures guaranteed to protect the young 
and vulnerable in our parishes. As you will see from the scores which 
I and Mr. McGilveray assigned to the individual standards, there 
remains work to be done on various matters. To improve our 
performance in the coming years, it is hoped to invite a female 
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parishioner to assist Donnie in his work. This will both help share 
the burden and improve our protection standards. 

 
6. In order not to duplicate in matters of substance, I have set up an 

Inter-Parish Safeguarding Committee to cover both Largs and 
Millport. The Committee has now met twice and another three 
regular meetings are scheduled before October. The minutes from 
these meetings will be put up on the parish website, starting with 
those of the meeting held earlier in May. 

 
7. Apart from matters which may emerge in the course of parish life, 

the work plan for the Committee is to examine systematically the 
eight standards outlined above as contained in the Bishops’ 
document, “In God’s Image”, and to implement them systematically 
in our parishes. 

 
8. From time to time, this will involve approaches being made to parish 

volunteers in the coming months to ensure that we all comply fully 
with what the law and the Church require of us. I know that 
sometimes in these matters we can be reluctant to have to go through 
training and procedures when we have done nothing wrong and are 
upright citizens. However, the “bother” of all this is of vital 
importance to ensure that our children and vulnerable adults are safe 
and protected. In the end, the “bother” is therefore an act of charity. 

 
9. Without becoming ever alarmist or “hyper”, it is important that all 

parishioners remain vigilant in these serious matters and refer any 
incidents or suspicions they have to Mr. McGilveray or myself. We 
cannot afford ever to become blasé again, for the sake of the most 
vulnerable in our community. May the Lord watch over us and 
protect us always. 
 
With every blessing, 
Mgr. Peter Magee, PP 

___ 
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Taken from “In God’s Image” 

(The Document of Scotland’s RC Bishops on Safeguarding) 

“4.1    It is of fundamental importance that the whole Catholic 
community should understand and accept, in mind and heart, this 
essential truth:  what we call ‘Safeguarding’, or how we keep children 
and vulnerable adults safe within our Catholic community, comes from 
the very heart of the message of God’s love made incarnate in his Son, 
Jesus Christ Our Lord. 

 

4.2    When Jesus was asked which was the first of the Commandments, 
he responded: ‘This is the first: Listen, Israel, the Lord our God is the one Lord, 
and you must love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, with 
all your mind and with all your strength. The second is this: You must love your 
neighbour as yourself. There is no commandment greater than these.’ (Mark 12:28-
30).” 
 

Seen from this perspective, the Safeguarding of children and of all 
vulnerable people is a work of love that emerges from the fundamental 
programme of Christian faith and living, mandated by Jesus himself. 
This is true, too, of the Church’s commitment to respond in justice and 
compassion to the care of victims and survivors of abuse. 
 

  


