
SIXTH SUNDAY OF EASTER, 26th MAY 2019 
 

 
PREPARATION FOR MASS 

 
During Eastertide, in what’s called the Preface of the Mass 
(the prayer which ends with the Holy, Holy), we hear these 
words: “It is truly right and just, our duty and our salvation, 
at all times to acclaim you, O Lord, but in this time above 
all to laud you yet more gloriously, when Christ our 
Passover has been sacrificed.” I doubt anyone finds it easy 
to “acclaim”, i.e. praise, God at all times. Nor does the fact 
that we are in Eastertide necessarily make it any easier to 
do so. And yet, the prayer tells us that it is our “duty and 
our salvation” to do so! 
 
While it is true that the trials of life can often absorb all our 
energies, this prayer is inviting us to remember the bigger 
picture. It is inviting us, if not enjoining upon us, to step 
outside the limits of the experience we are going through 
to remember that, despite everything, God is still supreme, 
his will shall in the end prevail. To praise Him in the midst 
of our afflictions is a selfless act of love. It matures our 
Christian spirit. It also relativises our current distress and 
reminds us it will pass. Christ’s sacrifice is our final victory. 
Praise be to him! 
 
 
Opening Hymn (Largs): 921 

 
LITURGY OF THE WORD 

 
Acts 15:1-2,22-29 
 
Some men came down from Judaea and taught the 
brothers, ‘Unless you have yourselves circumcised in the 
tradition of Moses you cannot be saved.’ This led to 
disagreement, and after Paul and Barnabas had had a long 
argument with these men it was arranged that Paul and 
Barnabas and others of the church should go up to 
Jerusalem and discuss the problem with the apostles and 
elders. 

  Then the apostles and elders decided to choose 
delegates to send to Antioch with Paul and Barnabas; the 
whole church concurred with this. They chose Judas 
known as Barsabbas and Silas, both leading men in the 
brotherhood, and gave them this letter to take with them: 

  ‘The apostles and elders, your brothers, send greetings 
to the brothers of pagan birth in Antioch, Syria and Cilicia. 
We hear that some of our members have disturbed you 
with their demands and have unsettled your minds. They 
acted without any authority from us; and so we have 
decided unanimously to elect delegates and to send them 
to you with Barnabas and Paul, men we highly respect who 
have dedicated their lives to the name of our Lord Jesus 
Christ. Accordingly, we are sending you Judas and Silas, 
who will confirm by word of mouth what we have written 
in this letter. It has been decided by the Holy Spirit and by 

ourselves not to saddle you with any burden beyond these 
essentials: you are to abstain from food sacrificed to idols; 
from blood, from the meat of strangled animals and from 
fornication. Avoid these, and you will do what is right. 
Farewell.’ 
 
Ps. 66: Let all the people praise you, O God; let all 
the peoples praise you. 
 
Apocalypse 22:12-14,16-17,20 
 
I, John, heard a voice speaking to me: ‘Very soon now, I 
shall be with you again, bringing the reward to be given to 
every man according to what he deserves. I am the Alpha 
and the Omega, the First and the Last, the Beginning and 
the End. Happy are those who will have washed their robes 
clean, so that they will have the right to feed on the tree of 
life and can come through the gates into the city.’ 

  I, Jesus, have sent my angel to make these revelations 
to you for the sake of the churches. I am of David’s line, 
the root of David and the bright star of the morning. 

  The Spirit and the Bride say, ‘Come.’ Let everyone 
who listens answer, ‘Come.’ Then let all who are thirsty 
come: all who want it may have the water of life, and have 
it free. 

  The one who guarantees these revelations repeats his 
promise: I shall indeed be with you soon. Amen; come, 
Lord Jesus. 

 
  

Gospel                 John 17:20-26 
 
Jesus raised his eyes to heaven and said: 
‘Holy Father, 
I pray not only for these, 
but for those also 
who through their words will believe in me. 
May they all be one. 
Father, may they be one in us, 
as you are in me and I am in you, 
so that the world may believe it was you who sent me. 
I have given them the glory you gave to me, 
that they may be one as we are one. 
With me in them and you in me, 
may they be so completely one 
that the world will realise that it was you who sent me 
and that I have loved them as much as you loved me. 
Father, I want those you have given me 
to be with me where I am, 
so that they may always see the glory you have given me 
because you loved me before the foundation of the world. 
Father, Righteous One, 
the world has not known you, 
but I have known you, 
and these have known that you have sent me. 
I have made your name known to them 
and will continue to make it known, 
so that the love with which you loved me may be in them, 
and so that I may be in them.’ 
 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

A Warm Welcome to all, 
Especially to our visitors 
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SAINT MARY STAR OF THE SEA 
28 Greenock Road, Largs, KA30 8NE 

 
OUR LADY OF PERPETUAL SUCCOUR 

College Street, Millport, KA28 0BG 
 

Tel: 01475 672324. Website: rclargsandmillport.com 
Parish Email: largs@gallowaydiocese.org.uk 

SC010576 
Parish Priest: Mgr. Peter Canon Magee  

PP’s email: peter.magee@gallowaydiocese.org.uk 
 
Mass 
Largs: Saturday Vigil, 6pm; Sunday, 10am; Mon-Wed, 
10am; Fri, 7pm; Sat. 10am. 
Millport: Sunday, 12.15pm; 
 
Thursday 30th May is a Holiday of Obligation. In Largs, 
there will be a Vigil Mass on Wednesday 29th May at 7pm and 
a 10am on the Thursday. In Millport, there will be Mass at 
12.15pm on the Thursday. 
 
Confessions 
Largs: Friday, after 7pm Mass; Saturday, after 10am Mass 
and from 5.00-5.45pm. 
Millport: After 12.15pm Mass, Thursday. 
 
Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
One hour before weekday Mass (unless a funeral, a holiday 
of obligation or otherwise notified), with Rosary & Litany on 
the half-hour. 

LITURGICAL CALENDAR 
 

COMMEMORATION READINGS 
Monday 27/5 6th Week of Eastertide 

Liturgical Colour: white 
Tuesday 28/5 6th Week of Eastertide 

Liturgical Colour: white 
Wednesday 29/5: Pope St. 
Paul VI 

6th Week of Eastertide 
Liturgical Colour: white 

Thursday 30/5: Solemnity 
of the Ascension of Our 
Lord 

Acts 1:1-11 
Ephesians 1:17-23 
Luke 24:46-53 
Liturgical Colour: white 

Friday 31/5: Feast of the 
Visitation of Our Lady 

Zephaniah 3: 14-18 
Luke 1:39-56 
Liturgical Colour: white 

Saturday 1/6: St. Justin, 
Martyr (d. 165) 

6th Week of Eastertide 
Liturgical Colour: red 

 
MASS INTENTIONS 

 
DATE & TIME INTENTION 
Sat 25th May, 6pm All Parishioners 
Sun 26th May, 10am Bill Goodfellow 
Sun 26th May, 12.15pm Canon Felix McCarney 
Mon 27th May, 10am John McGowan 
Tues 28th May, 10am Donald Macneil 
Wed 29th May, 10am Molly Stewart 
Wed 29th May, 7pm Canon John McElroy 
Thurs 30th May, 10am Phelim Sweeney 
Thurs 30th May, 12.15pm Mgr. Robert McDonald 
Fri 31st May, 7pm Bill Huthwaite 

Sat 1st June, 10am Bill Goodfellow 
Sat 1st June, 6pm All Parishioners 
Sun 2nd June, 10am Special Intention 
Sun 2nd June, 12.15pm Bro James Crowly, ofm.cap 

 
 
Sick: Margaret Ryding, Jane Sewell, Margaret Gallagher, 
Kenneth McComish, Anne Gaffney, Maria Kelly (Millport), 
Liam Nagle, Alane Harvey, Fr. Gerard Hamill, Helen 
Cannie, Lidia Tracey, Helen McShane, Peter Leitch, Marie 
McDermott. Recently Deceased: Molly Stewart, Bill 
Huthwaite. 

NOTICES 
 
SOLEMNITY OF THE ASCENSION: Thursday 30th May 
is a holiday of obligation. For times of Masses, please see 
opposite. For Millport parishioners, please note that Mass will 
no longer be at 7pm on holidays of obligation but at 12.15pm, 
the same as Sunday. 
 
MAY DEVOTIONS: Sunday evenings in May at 6pm, 
Largs. We offer up the devotions for those in our parishes who 
have lapsed from the practice of their faith, whatever the 
reason. Our Lady’s care and power of intercession are second 
only to those of Jesus himself.  
 
EXPLORING OUR FAITH TOGETHER – 1st Meeting 
(Largs): The 24 parishioners who put their names forward to 
come together to explore our faith have arranged their first 
meeting for next Tuesday, May 28th, at 7.30pm in the 
Church Hall. There will be an initial 15 mins. introduction 
for everyone followed by the formation of 3 smaller discussion 
groups. Our first meeting should last about an hour. It's not 
too late if anyone would like to join the groups. Please just 
come along on Tuesday evening or contact Louise 672572 
or Gordon 07977-403462 for further information. 
 
ST. MARY’S PRAYER LINE: Phone 07803 748251. 
 
ST. MARY’S PARISH FESTIVAL - IN FAITH AND IN 
FUN: 22-29 September. If you have ideas for the festival or 
are willing to help, please contact Celia Lewis or Ann 
McQueeney.  
 
OASIS DAY FOR EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS: 
Saturday, June 22nd from 12 Noon to 3.45pm at St. Peter’s in 
Ardrossan. The day begins with refreshments. Largs 
Eucharistic Ministers should submit their name to May 
Fulton and Millport EM’s to Elizabeth Murphy by June 15th. 
 
YOUTH GROUP (Largs): Next meeting on Friday 7th June, 
from 6-7.30pm in the parish hall. 
 
FOR ALL CURRENT AND RETIRED PRIMARY 
HEAD-TEACHERS IN THE DIOCESE: You are cordially 
invited to attend the Annual Bishop’s Mass, Lunch and Mini 
Conference on Tuesday 28 May 2019.  Bishop Nolan will 
celebrate Mass at 12.15 in St. Joseph’s Church, Hill Street, 
Kilmarnock, followed by lunch and speakers in the Church 
Hall. Please RSVP to the Diocesan Office: kate@gallowaydi 
ocese.org.uk 
 
SAINT MATTHEW’S ACADEMY: Tuesday 28th May, P7 
Welcome Mass at 7pm in Auditorium. Friday 7th June, “New 
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York themed evening” in St. Mary’s Hall, Saltcoats 
to fundraise for forthcoming New York music trip. Monday 
17th June, S6 Graduation Mass at 5pm in Auditorium.  Mon 
24th-Wed 26th June, School Show “Legally Blonde” in the 
Auditorium (tickets on sale via the school office on 01294 
606680). 
 
LEGION OF MARY & AUXILIARIES (Largs): There will 
be a retreat on Saturday 8th June, from 12-4pm in St. Peter-
in-Chains’, Ardrossan. Bring a packed lunch. Tea and coffee 
available. If interested, please put your name on the sheet on 
the welcome table. 
 
INVERCLYDE VOICES CONCERT: Tuesday 4th June in 
St Columba’s Parish Church at 7.30pm, tickets are on sale at 
the Fruit shop Tron place and Reds Frazer Street, they will 
also be available at the door on the night. 
 
COLLECTION ENVELOPES (Largs): A large number 
of envelopes have not been collected yet. Please be sure to 
pick yours up. The blue envelopes, located near the Blessed 
Sacrament altar, are for those parishioners who are 
registered in the Gift Aid scheme. The green envelopes, 
located in the porch at the entrance to the church, are for 
those who are not in the Gift Aid scheme. Anyone wishing 
to sign up for the Gift Aid scheme, or to start paying by 
standing order rather than using envelopes, should contact 
Jim Dunlop (tel. 07910 967950 or 
email dunlop48@hotmail.co.uk). 
 
FORTHCOMING SPECIAL COLLECTIONS: 1-2 June, 
Social Communications. 8-9 June, Pro-Life. 
 
BULLETIN NOTICES: Please submit any notices for the 
bulletin by 12 Noon on Thursday. 
 

INCOME, 11-12 MAY 
 LARGS MILLPORT 
Main collection £823.27 £139.35 
Building Fund --- £60.48 

 
PARISH DIARY DATES 

Thursday 30th May, 
Ascension Thursday 

Holiday of Obligation 

Thursday 30th May, Largs, 
7.30pm, in Hall 

In-Service for Readers 

Thursday 6th June, Largs, 
7.30pm, in Hall 

Parish Finance Council 

Sunday 9th June, Millport, 
during 12.15pm Mass 

Recommissioning of 
Eucharistic Ministers 

Thursday 13th June, Largs, 
7.30pm, in Hall 

Parish Liturgy Council 

Friday 14th June, Largs, 
2pm 

Wedding of Louise Rodgers 
and William Nicol 

Thursday 20th June, 
Millport, 10.30am 

Parish Pastoral Council 

Friday 21st June, Parish 
House, 11am 

Inter-Parochial 
Safeguarding Committee 

Friday 21st June, St. Mary’s 
Primary School (afternoon) 

Primary 7 Graduation 

Sunday 30th June, Millport, 
12.15pm 

Parish Feast Day, Our Lady 
of Perpetual Succour 

 

The Christian in the world (from the Letter to Diognetus, 2nd cent.) 
 
Christians are indistinguishable from other men either by 
nationality, language or customs. They do not inhabit 
separate cities of their own, or speak a strange dialect, or 
follow some outlandish way of life. Their teaching is not 
based upon reveries inspired by the curiosity of men. 
Unlike some other people, they champion no purely 
human doctrine. With regard to dress, food and manner of 
life in general, they follow the customs of whatever city they 
happen to be living in, whether it is Greek or foreign. 

  And yet there is something extraordinary about their 
lives. They live in their own countries as though they were 
only passing through. They play their full role as citizens, 
but labour under all the disabilities of aliens. Any country 
can be their homeland, but for them their homeland, 
wherever it may be, is a foreign country. Like others, they 
marry and have children, but they do not expose them. 
They share their meals, but not their wives. They live in 
the flesh, but they are not governed by the desires of the 
flesh. They pass their days upon earth, but they are citizens 
of heaven. Obedient to the laws, they yet live on a level that 
transcends the law. 

  Christians love all men, but all men persecute them. 
Condemned because they are not understood, they are put 
to death, but raised to life again. They live in poverty, but 
enrich many; they are totally destitute, but possess an 
abundance of everything. They suffer dishonour, but that 
is their glory. They are defamed, but vindicated. A blessing 
is their answer to abuse, deference their response to insult. 
For the good they do they receive the punishment of 
malefactors, but even then they rejoice, as though receiving 
the gift of life. They are attacked by the Jews as aliens, they 
are persecuted by the Greeks, yet no one can explain the 
reason for this hatred. 

  To speak in general terms, we may say that the 
Christian is to the world what the soul is to the body. As 
the soul is present in every part of the body, while 
remaining distinct from it, so Christians are found in all the 
cities of the world, but cannot be identified with the world. 
As the visible body contains the invisible soul, so Christians 
are seen living in the world, but their religious life remains 
unseen. The body hates the soul and wars against it, not 
because of any injury the soul has done it, but because of 
the restriction the soul places on its pleasures. Similarly, the 
world hates the Christians, not because they have done it 
any wrong, but because they are opposed to its enjoyments. 

  Christians love those who hate them just as the soul 
loves the body and all its members despite the body’s 
hatred. It is by the soul, enclosed within the body, that the 
body is held together, and similarly, it is by the Christians, 
detained in the world as in a prison, that the world is held 
together. The soul, though immortal, has a mortal dwelling 
place; and Christians also live for a time amidst perishable 
things, while awaiting the freedom from change and decay 
that will be theirs in heaven. As the soul benefits from the 
deprivation of food and drink, so Christians flourish under 
persecution. Such is the Christian’s lofty and divinely 
appointed function, from which he is not permitted to 
excuse himself. 
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The Apostles’ Creed 
 
I believe in God, 
the Father almighty, 
Creator of heaven and earth, 
and in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 
At the words that follow, up to and including ‘the Virgin Mary’, all 
bow. 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the Virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died and was buried; 
he descended into hell; 
on the third day he rose again from the dead; 
he ascended into heaven, 
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father 
almighty; from there he will come to judge the 
living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and life everlasting. Amen. 

___ 
 

LITURGY OF THE EUCHARIST 
 

Hymn for Procession of Gifts (Largs): 968 
 
In the prayer offering the bread and wine, it is said that these are “fruit 
of the earth and work of human hands.” As fruit of the earth, they are 
God’s gifts to us; as work of human hands, they are our gift to God. 
In these few words lie contained the teaching of Christ and the Church 
on the dignity of human work.  
 
When God sent Adam and Eve out, they were told to “subdue the 
earth.” What is not intended by God is that humanity exploit or 
destroy the earth but that it cultivate it, bring order to it and keep it in 
order. Man and woman always stand under God and so their work 
must be done in obedience to God’s order, respectful of the laws and 
dynamics that God has built in to creation. Work is authentic when 
we develop our own skills and further our own dignity in managing 
creation in a way that gives glory to God. For that is our glory, too. 
 

Eucharistic Prayer III 
 

Christ, Priest and Victim 
 
It is truly right and just, our duty and our salvation, 
at all times to acclaim you, O Lord, 
but in this time above all to laud you yet more gloriously, 
when Christ our Passover has been sacrificed. 
 
By the oblation of his Body, 
he brought the sacrifices of old to fulfilment 
in the reality of the Cross 
and, by commending himself to you for our salvation, 
showed himself the Priest, the Altar, and the Lamb of 
sacrifice. 
 

Therefore, overcome with paschal joy, 
every land, every people exults in your praise 
and even the heavenly Powers, with the angelic hosts, 
sing together the unending hymn of your glory, 
as they acclaim: Holy, holy … 
 

Communion Antiphon 
 
If you love me, keep my commandments, says the 
Lord, and I will ask the Father and he will send you 
another Paraclete, to abide with you for ever, 
alleluia. 
 
“Very soon now, I shall be with you again, bringing the reward to be 
given to every man according to what he deserves.” These words of 
Jesus don’t ring true when we consider that they were spoken 2,000 
years ago. Any normal understanding of “soon” would suggest that he 
would have returned in the early years of Christianity. 
 
And yet, in another way, his words are true if we look at them from 
the vantage point of the individual human person and not of collective 
humanity. For, for each person who lives a short time on this earth, 
Jesus does indeed come soon at the end of their lives. Indeed, he has 
already come, many times, to each of us in his Word and in his 
Sacraments. All these intermediary comings of Jesus serve two 
purposes: first, to prove his love for us; and second, to prepare us for 
the day that will soon come, which is the day we leave this world. 
 

Hymn for Communion (Largs): 643 
 

MARIAN ANTIPHON 
 
We will sing it in Latin from the hymn book, 
Number 368 (10am Mass only). English translation: 
 
Queen of Heaven, rejoice, alleluia! 
for he whom you were worthy to bear, alleluia! 
has risen as he said, alleluia! 
Pray for us to God, alleluia! 
 

Recessional Hymn (Largs & Millport) 
 
Bring flowers of the rarest 
bring blossoms the fairest, 
from garden and woodland and hillside and dale; 
our full hearts are swelling, 
our glad voices telling 
the praise of the loveliest flower of the vale! 
 
O Mary we crown thee with blossoms today! 
Queen of the Angels and Queen of the May. 
O Mary we crown thee with blossoms today, 
Queen of the Angels and Queen of the May. 
 
Their lady they name thee, 
Their mistress proclaim thee, 
Ah, grant that thy children on earth be as true 
as long as the bowers 
are radiant with flowers, 
as long as the azure shall keep its bright hue. 
 


