
THIRD SUNDAY OF EASTER, 5th MAY 2019 
 

 
PREPARATION FOR MASS 

 

This past Thursday, 2nd May, the Church celebrated St. 
Athanasius who, in the fourth century, was an ardent 
defender of the divinity of Christ against those who denied 
it. In one of his speeches he says that Christ, “utterly 
destroyed the power death had against mankind – as fire 
consumes chaff – by means of the body he had taken and 
the grace of the resurrection. … Because of the Word 
dwelling in that body, it would remain incorruptible, and 
all would be freed for ever from corruption by the grace of 
the resurrection.” Only because he was truly divine and 
truly human was Jesus the Word able to rise from the dead. 
 
The Word became flesh; that flesh died, but the Word 
could not die; and so, the Word raised that same flesh, 
“flushing death out” of it and “injecting” eternal life into it. 
That flesh of Jesus is our flesh, too. Our flesh, too, will die 
but, because we are one body with Jesus the Word through 
baptism and the Eucharist, he will eventually flush death 
out of our bodies and raise us, filled with eternal life. Spend 
a moment before Mass begins and try to be aware of the 
life of Jesus in you. Let this Mass increase that life in you. 
 

Opening Hymn (Largs): 273 
 

LITURGY OF THE WORD 
 
Acts 5:27-32,40-41 
 
The high priest demanded an explanation of the Apostles. 
‘We gave you a formal warning’ he said ‘not to preach in 
this name, and what have you done? You have filled 
Jerusalem with your teaching, and seem determined to fix 
the guilt of this man’s death on us.’ In reply Peter and the 
apostles said, ‘Obedience to God comes before obedience 
to men; it was the God of our ancestors who raised up 
Jesus, but it was you who had him executed by hanging on 
a tree. By his own right hand God has now raised him up 
to be leader and saviour, to give repentance and 
forgiveness of sins through him to Israel. We are witnesses 
to all this, we and the Holy Spirit whom God has given to 
those who obey him.’ They warned the apostles not to 
speak in the name of Jesus and released them. And so they 
left the presence of the Sanhedrin glad to have had the 
honour of suffering humiliation for the sake of the name. 
 
Ps. 29: I will praise you, Lord, you have rescued me. 
 
Apocalypse 5:11-14 
 
In my vision, I, John, heard the sound of an immense 
number of angels gathered round the throne and the 
animals and the elders; there were ten thousand times ten 

thousand of them and thousands upon thousands, 
shouting, ‘The Lamb that was sacrificed is worthy to be 
given power, riches, wisdom, strength, honour, glory and 
blessing.’ Then I heard all the living things in creation – 
everything that lives in the air, and on the ground, and 
under the ground, and in the sea, crying, ‘To the One who 
is sitting on the throne and to the Lamb, be all praise, 
honour, glory and power, for ever and ever.’ And the four 
animals said, ‘Amen’; and the elders prostrated themselves 
to worship. 
 
Gospel                   John 21:1-19 
 
Jesus showed himself again to the disciples. It was by the 
Sea of Tiberias, and it happened like this: Simon Peter, 
Thomas called the Twin, Nathanael from Cana in Galilee, 
the sons of Zebedee and two more of his disciples were 
together. Simon Peter said, ‘I’m going fishing.’ They 
replied, ‘We’ll come with you.’ They went out and got into 
the boat but caught nothing that night. It was light by now 
and there stood Jesus on the shore, though the disciples did 
not realise that it was Jesus. Jesus called out, ‘Have you 
caught anything, friends?’ And when they answered, ‘No’, 
he said, ‘Throw the net out to starboard and you’ll find 
something.’ So they dropped the net, and there were so 
many fish that they could not haul it in. The disciple Jesus 
loved said to Peter, ‘It is the Lord.’ At these words ‘It is the 
Lord’, Simon Peter, who had practically nothing on, 
wrapped his cloak round him and jumped into the water. 
The other disciples came on in the boat, towing the net and 
the fish; they were only about a hundred yards from land. 

  As soon as they came ashore they saw that there was 
some bread there, and a charcoal fire with fish cooking on 
it. Jesus said, ‘Bring some of the fish you have just caught.’ 
Simon Peter went aboard and dragged the net to the shore, 
full of big fish, one hundred and fifty-three of them; and in 
spite of there being so many the net was not broken. Jesus 
said to them, ‘Come and have breakfast.’ None of the 
disciples was bold enough to ask, ‘Who are you?’; they 
knew quite well it was the Lord. Jesus then stepped 
forward, took the bread and gave it to them, and the same 
with the fish. This was the third time that Jesus showed 
himself to the disciples after rising from the dead. 

  After the meal Jesus said to Simon Peter, ‘Simon son 
of John, do you love me more than these others do?’ He 
answered, ‘Yes Lord, you know I love you.’ Jesus said to 
him, ‘Feed my lambs.’ A second time he said to him, 
‘Simon son of John, do you love me?’ He replied, ‘Yes, 
Lord, you know I love you.’ Jesus said to him, ‘Look after 
my sheep.’ Then he said to him a third time, ‘Simon son of 
John, do you love me?’ Peter was upset that he asked him 
the third time, ‘Do you love me?’ and said, ‘Lord, you 
know everything; you know I love you.’ Jesus said to him, 
‘Feed my sheep. I tell you most solemnly, when you were 
young you put on your own belt and walked where you 
liked; but when you grow old you will stretch out your 
hands, and somebody else will put a belt round you and 
take you where you would rather not go.’ In these words 
he indicated the kind of death by which Peter would give 
glory to God. After this he said, ‘Follow me.’ 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

A Warm Welcome to all, 
Especially to our visitors 
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SAINT MARY STAR OF THE SEA 
28 Greenock Road, Largs, KA30 8NE 

 
OUR LADY OF PERPETUAL SUCCOUR 

College Street, Millport, KA28 0BG 
 

Tel: 01475 672324. Website: rclargsandmillport.com 
Parish Email: largs@gallowaydiocese.org.uk 

SC010576 
Parish Priest: Mgr. Peter Canon Magee  

PP’s email: peter.magee@gallowaydiocese.org.uk 
 
Mass 
Largs: Saturday Vigil, 6pm; Sunday, 10am; Mon-Wed, 
10am; Fri, 7pm; Sat. 10am. 
Millport: Sunday, 12.15pm; Thursday, 10am 
 
Confessions 
Largs: Friday, after 7pm Mass; Saturday, 5.00-5.45pm. 
Millport: Thursday after Mass. 
 
Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
One hour before weekday Mass (unless a funeral, a holiday 
of obligation or otherwise notified), with Rosary & Litany on 
the half-hour. 
 

LITURGICAL CALENDAR 
 

COMMEMORATION READINGS 
Monday 6/5 3rd Week of Eastertide 

Liturgical Colour: white 
Tuesday 7/5 3rd Week of Eastertide 

Liturgical Colour: white 
Wednesday 8/5: Mass of 
Our Lady 

3rd Week of Eastertide 
Liturgical Colour: white 

Thursday 9/5: Mass of Our 
Lady 

3rd Week of Eastertide 
Liturgical Colour: white 

Friday 10/5 3rd Week of Eastertide 
Liturgical Colour: white 

Saturday 11/5: Mass of 
Our Lady 

3rd Week of Eastertide 
Liturgical Colour: white 

 
MASS INTENTIONS 

 
DATE & TIME INTENTION 
Sat 4th May, 6pm All Parishioners 
Sun 5th May, 10am Catherine Nicol 
Sun 5th May, 12.15pm Mgr. Jack Sheridan 
Mon 6th May, 10am Mary Patterson 
Tues 7th May, 10am Isobel McCall 
Wed 8th May, 10am Brian Ward 
Thurs 9th May, 10am Jack Keane 
Fri 10th May, 7pm Owen Henry 
Sat 11th May, 10am Karina Sisi 

 
 
Sick: Margaret Ryding, Jane Sewell, Margaret Gallagher, 
Kenneth McComish, Anne Gaffney, Maria Kelly (Millport), 
Liam Nagle, Alane Harvey, Fr. Gerard Hamill, Helen 
Cannie, Lidia Tracey. Recently Deceased: Isobel McCall, 
Ian Brotherhood, David Anderson, Canon Felix McCarney, 
Luis Caballero, Rose Quinn, Adolf Wessels. Anniversaries: 

Margaret Galbraith, Roderick Galbraith, William Norquay, 
Michael Campbell. 
 

NOTICES 
 
MAY DEVOTIONS: Sunday evenings in May at 6pm, 
Largs. We offer up the devotions for those in our parishes who 
have lapsed from the practice of their faith, whatever the 
reason. Our Lady’s care and power of intercession are second 
only to those of Jesus himself. She draws the Spirit upon those 
who seek her help. If you are worried about someone in your 
family, come and join your intercession to that of the 
community gathered in prayer to the Mother of us all. 
 
ST. MARY’S PRAYER LINE: Phone 07803 748251. 
 
BISHOP NOLAN: The Bishop will be visiting St. Mary’s 
Primary School on Tuesday 14th May. Mass will be celebrated 
at 1.15pm in the school and the Bishop will also bless the 
premises. All are cordially invited to attend. 
 
YOUTH GROUP (Largs): The next meeting will take place 
in the hall on Friday, 10th May from 6-7.30pm. 
 
ST. MARY’S PARISH FESTIVAL - IN FAITH AND IN 
FUN: The Feast of St. Mary, Star of the Sea, will become our 
official parish feast day. The date is 27th September, a Friday 
this year, but the liturgical norms allow us to transfer it to the 
nearest Sunday, which will be the 29th September, so that as 
many as possible in the parish can take part. If you have ideas 
for the festival or are willing to help, please contact Celia 
Lewis or Ann McQueeney.  
 
ST. MATTHEW’S SCHOOL, INSPECTION REPORT: 
Mr. Stephen Colligan, Head Teacher at St. Matthew’s 
secondary school in Saltcoats, has informed us that the recent 
inspection of the school has been very successful. It “reflects 
well on the work of everyone involved in the school”, he says. 
A printed copy of the report is available in the church porch 
for your perusal. 
 
INITIATIVE OF ST. JOHN’S CHURCH, LARGS: St. 
John’s Church is advertising a “Suicide Awareness Session” 
for leaders and volunteers involved in working with children 
and young people. Sarah Watts, the Choose Life Manager, 
North Ayrshire, will deliver the session which takes place on 
Wednesday 8th May at 7pm in Dunn Memorial Hall, St. 
John’s Church, Largs. I intend to be present myself and would 
encourage those involved in leadership of our young people 
to come along. If there are any costs involved, the parish will 
sustain them. 
 
ST. MARGARET PILGRIMAGE: The annual St Margaret 
Pilgrimage will take place on Sunday 2 June 2019 in 
Dunfermline. There will be a procession from Pittencrieff 
Park leaving at 1.45pm for Mass at St Margaret's memorial 
chapel at 3.00pm. Please see the poster at the back of the 
church for further information. 
 
PILGRIMAGE IN THE FOOTSTEPS OF ST. PAUL: A 
Diocesan Pilgrimage to Turkey will take place in April/May 
2020. The estimated cost of the Pilgrimage will be £1,000, 
based on two people sharing a room. Flights will be direct 
from Glasgow, accommodation will be on a half-board basis 
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in 4* hotels, and a full spiritual programme will be provided. 
If you would like to 'express and interest' in taking part in this 
pilgrimage please contact Fr. David Borland by email 
(david.borland@gallowaydiocese.org.uk) or call him on 
01292 263488. Please do so by August 1st 2019 when a 
decision will be made as to whether the Pilgrimage will 
proceed. 
 
TERRORIST ATTACKS IN SRI LANKA: “Missio, 
Scotland” has launched a special and urgent appeal for funds 
to assist the Catholic Church in Sri Lanka in the aftermath of 
the recent attacks. The funds are needed to help rebuild the 
lives and the buildings of the local Church there. We will 
therefore have a special collection at all Masses next weekend, 
11-12 May for this purpose. For more information on the 
situation in Sri Lanka, cf. www.missioscotland.com 
 
STATEMENT ON THE EU SETTLEMENT SCHEME: 
“The Catholic Church in Scotland is committed to supporting 
all EU citizens who have made their home here.  The Church 
has experienced first-hand the extensive contribution that 
people from across Europe have made to our society. They 
are an integral and valued part of our parishes, schools and 
communities.  As the majority of EU citizens are Catholic, 
raising awareness of the EU Settlement Scheme is a special 
pastoral responsibility.   The UK Government has launched 
the EU Settlement Scheme offering EU citizens living here a 
legal route to remain.  EU (European Union), EEA (European 
Economic Area) and Swiss citizens living in the UK must 
apply if they are to protect their existing rights and their place 
in our society. Irish citizens or those with valid indefinite leave 
do not need to apply.  It is free to apply, and the scheme will 
remain open until 30 June 2021. We. The Bishops of 
Scotland, ask all Catholic parishes, schools and organisations 
to bring the settlement scheme to the attention of all who need 
to avail of it and also to be aware of vulnerable people who 
may not realise they need to apply.  In particular we 
encourage you to signpost people towards the official website 
page on the settlement scheme here: 
https://eucitizensrights.campaign.gov.uk/, and the official 
helpline for the settlement scheme 0300 123 7379.  Finally, 
we urge the whole Catholic community to take up Pope 
Francis’ call to welcome, protect, promote and help to 
integrate everyone who has made their home here.” (from the 
Scottish Bishops’ Conference) 
 
VARIATIONS SPRING CONCERT: Sunday 12th May at 
2.30pm in the Clark Memorial Hall. Tickets £8 incl. 
refreshments. Tickets from Best Fruit Company, Bridget on 
07870846476 or any choir member. 
 
BULLETIN NOTICES: Please submit any notices for the 
bulletin by 12 Noon on Thursday. 
 

RECENT INCOME 
 LARGS MILLPORT 
Main collection £1,073.88 (21/4) 

£506.03 (28/4) 
£439.60 (21/4) 

Not yet avail. (28/4) 
SCIAF boxes £620.24 (21/4) --- 
Building Fund --- £229.71 (21/4) 
Good Friday, 
Holy Places 

£570.23 (19/4) £131.67 (19/4) 

Other £96.55 (28/4) --- 
Xavierian Appeal £995.39 (28/4) Not yet avail. (28/4) 

 
PARISH DIARY DATES 

 
Wednesday 8th May, Largs 
& Millport, 7pm 

Suicide Awareness, Dunn 
Hall, St. John’s, Largs 

Thursday, 9th May, Largs, 
7.30pm in the Hall 

Parish Pastoral Council 

Friday, 10th May, Largs, 
11am, Parish House 

Inter-Parochial 
Safeguarding Committee 

Friday, 17th May, Largs, 
11am, Parish House 

Parish Mission Sub-
Committee 

Sunday 19th May, Largs, 12 
Noon 

First Communions 

Thursday 23rd May, 
Millport, 10.30am 

Parish Pastoral Council 

Thursday 30th May, Largs, 
7.30pm, in Hall 

In-Service for Readers 

 
“Human history does not end before a tombstone, because 
today it encounters the ‘living stone’ (cf. 1 Pet 2:4), the risen 
Jesus. We, as Church, are built on him, and, even when we 
grow disheartened and tempted to judge everything in the 
light of our failures, he comes to make all things new, to 
overturn our every disappointment. Each of us is called 
tonight to rediscover in the Risen Christ the one who rolls 
back from our heart the heaviest of stones. So, let us first 
ask: What is the stone that I need to remove, what is the name of this 
stone? 
 
Often what blocks hope is the stone of discouragement. Once we 
start thinking that everything is going badly and that things 
can’t get worse, we lose heart and come to believe that 
death is stronger than life. We become cynical, negative 
and despondent. Stone upon stone, we build within 
ourselves a monument to our own dissatisfaction: the 
sepulcher of hope. Life becomes a succession of complaints 
and we grow sick in spirit. A kind of tomb psychology takes 
over: everything ends there, with no hope of emerging 
alive. But at that moment, we hear once more the insistent 
question of Easter: Why do you seek the living among the 
dead? The Lord is not to be found in resignation. He is 
risen; he is not there. Don’t seek him where you will never 
find him: he is not the God of the dead but of the living 
(cf. Mk 22:32). Do not bury hope! 
 
There is another stone that often seals the heart shut: the 
stone of sin. Sin seduces; it promises things easy and quick, 
prosperity and success, but then leaves behind only solitude 
and death. Sin is looking for life among the dead, for the 
meaning of life in things that pass away. Why do you seek the 
living among the dead? Why not make up your mind to 
abandon that sin which, like a stone before the entrance to 
your heart, keeps God’s light from entering in? Why not 
prefer Jesus, the true light (cf. Jn 1:9), to the glitter of 
wealth, career, pride and pleasure? Why not tell the empty 
things of this world that you no longer live for them, but 
for the Lord of life?” 
 

Pope Francis, excerpt from Easter Vigil homily, 2019 
 

 
 



THIRD SUNDAY OF EASTER, 5th MAY 2019 
 

The Apostles’ Creed 
 
I believe in God, 
the Father almighty, 
Creator of heaven and earth, 
and in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 
At the words that follow, up to and including ‘the Virgin Mary’, all 
bow. 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the Virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died and was buried; 
he descended into hell; 
on the third day he rose again from the dead; 
he ascended into heaven, 
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father 
almighty; from there he will come to judge the 
living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and life everlasting. Amen. 

___ 
 

LITURGY OF THE EUCHARIST 
 

Hymn for Procession of Gifts (Largs): 610 
 
Filled with courage because of the Resurrection of Jesus and the Holy 
Spirit they had received, Peter and John in the first reading were 
willing to risk everything for Jesus. They were actually flogged for 
daring to preach the Resurrection and for facing the religious and 
political establishment with their responsibility for murdering Jesus. 
What’s even more impressive is that they are “glad to suffer 
humiliation” for the sake of Jesus. In other words, because they have 
Jesus, because they know the power of his life and love, nothing else 
matters, not even death. 
 
As the bread and wine are offered in silence by the priest today, ask the 
Lord Jesus to share with you that same power of love and of life. Ask 
him to help you offer yourself to him as did Peter and John. 
 

Eucharistic Prayer III 
 

New Life in Christ 
 
It is truly right and just, our duty and our salvation, 
at all times to acclaim you, O Lord, 
but in this time above all to laud you yet more gloriously, 
when Christ our Passover has been sacrificed. 
 
Through him the children of light rise to eternal life 
and the halls of the heavenly Kingdom 
are thrown open to the faithful; 
for his Death is our ransom from death, 
and in his rising the life of all has risen. 
 
Therefore, overcome with paschal joy, 
every land, every people exults in your praise 

and even the heavenly Powers, with the angelic hosts, 
sing together the unending hymn of your glory, 
as they acclaim: Holy, holy … 
 

Communion Antiphon 
 
Jesus said to his disciples: come and eat. And he 
took bread and gave it to them, alleluia. 
 
In the second reading today, the whole of creation in all its varied and 
beautiful components seems to be crying out with its whole being a song 
of praise to Jesus. The song and prayer of praise does not always come 
easily to us because of our circumstances, character or even our culture. 
We are maybe not always very demonstrative in the West of Scotland! 
 
Yet, praise is something we give spontaneously to those we admire and 
love. It is something we all love to receive ourselves. It confers a sense 
of confidence; it gives encouragement; it makes us feel good about 
ourselves and about everything. See how a child longs for praise! 
 
When you receive the Easter Lord in holy communion today, try to 
enter into a time of praise rather than asking him for things. Praise 
him for his resurrection, for his glory, for his eternal love. Praise him 
for the great deed of salvation he brought about in his death and 
resurrection. Praise him for his humility in coming to us in the simple 
gifts of bread and wine. Give voice to your praise as you sing the 
communion hymn. Such praise opens up the heart and soul and lifts 
us upwards and outwards towards the Lord and his dwelling. “Let 
down your hair” and give praise to the Lord! 
 

Hymn for Communion (Largs): 246 
 

MARIAN ANTIPHON 
 
We will sing it in Latin from the hymn book, 
Number 368 (10am Mass only). English translation: 
 
Queen of Heaven, rejoice, alleluia! 
for he whom you were worthy to bear, alleluia! 
has risen as he said, alleluia! 
Pray for us to God, alleluia! 
 

Recessional Hymn (Largs): 355 
 
 
A friend was in front of me coming out of church 
one day, and the priest was standing at the door 
as he always does to shake hands.  
 
He grabbed my friend by the hand and pulled him 
aside. The priest said to him, "You need to join the 
Army of the Lord!" My friend replied, "I'm already 
in the Army of the Lord, Father."  
 
The priest questioned him, "How come I don't see 
you except at Christmas and Easter?" He 
whispered back, "I'm in the secret service." 
 


