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medieval exemplars on which to model their work. All they 
need is the will to praise God.” 
 

Rachel Fulton Brown (www.firsthings.com) 
___ 

 
The Creed 

 
I believe in one God, 
the Father almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all things visible and invisible. 
I believe in one Lord Jesus Christ, 
the Only Begotten Son of God, 
born of the Father before all ages. 
God from God, 
Light from Light, 
true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, consubstantial with the Father; 
through him all things were made. 
For us men and for our salvation he came down 
from heaven, 
At the words that follow, up to and including ‘and became man’, all 
bow. 
and by the Holy Spirit was incarnate of the Virgin 
Mary, 
and became man. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate, 
he suffered death and was buried, 
and rose again on the third day 
in accordance with the Scriptures. 
He ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory 
to judge the living and the dead 
and his kingdom will have no end. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of 
life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
who with the Father and the Son is adored and 
glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets. 
I believe in one, holy, catholic and apostolic 
Church. 
I confess one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins 
and I look forward to the resurrection of the dead 
and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 

___ 
 

LITURGY OF THE EUCHARIST 
 

Hymn for Procession of Gifts (Largs): 282 
 
Jesus breathed on the disciples and gave them his peace. The image is 
powerful. The breath of Jesus is the Spirit. At Pentecost, the breathing 
by Jesus of the Spirit on the Apostles will be much more powerful, 
bringing them not just that same peace but the power and fortitude of 
God to proclaim the Gospel. At Mass, Jesus breathes on all gathered 
to listen to his Word and receive his Easter Sacrament. Breathe in 
deeply the Spirit of Jesus today, and breathe back to him your love. 
 
 

Eucharistic Prayer II 
 

The Paschal Mystery 
 
It is truly right and just, our duty and our salvation, 
at all times to acclaim you, O Lord, 
but on this day above all 
to laud you yet more gloriously, 
when Christ our Passover has been sacrificed. 
 
For he is the true Lamb 
who has taken away the sins of the world; 
by dying he has destroyed our death, 
and by rising, restored our life. 
 
Therefore, overcome with paschal joy, 
every land, every people exults in your praise 
and even the heavenly Powers, with the angelic hosts, 
sing together the unending hymn of your glory, 
as they acclaim: Holy, holy … 
 

Communion Antiphon 
 
Bring your hand and feel the place of the nails, 
and do not be unbelieving but believing, alleluia. 
 
Like St. John, we too would fall down in a “dead faint”, as did St. 
Paul at Damascus, if we had a vision of the glorious Son of God. The 
vision of God meant death in the Old Testament, not death as 
punishment, but death as the impact of the sight of the majesty and 
beauty of God upon our spirits and bodies. The beatific vision of God 
is, after all, what we long for after our death. 
 
In the meantime, Jesus shows his tenderness and respect for our 
weakness by giving himself to us under the veil of the Sacrament. It is 
still the same, glorious, risen Son of the Father, but hidden out of love 
for our freedom. Yet he does not want us to hide from him in return! 
He wants rather that we open up and out completely to him. That 
way, he can work at embedding his glory in our deepest soul and in 
our mortal flesh, preparing us to die and to live for ever. 
 

Hymn for Communion (Largs):660 
 

MARIAN ANTIPHON 
 
We will sing it in Latin from the hymn book, 
Number 368 (10am Mass only). English translation: 
 
Queen of Heaven, rejoice, alleluia! 
for he whom you were worthy to bear, alleluia! 
has risen as he said, alleluia! 
Pray for us to God, alleluia! 
 

Recessional Hymn (Largs): 286 
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PREPARATION FOR MASS 

 

The Divine Mercy devotion, begun in Poland as the result 
of visions had by Sr. Faustina Kowalska, was inscribed by 
Pope St. John Paul II into the universal calendar of the 
Church. Its core message is also at the heart of the papacy 
of Pope Francis: the superabundance of the mercy 
obtained for us by Christ which we can obtain in full if we 
repent of our sins. Our repentance opens the floodgates! 
 
Opening Hymn (Largs): 268 

 
LITURGY OF THE WORD 

Acts 5:12-16 
 
The faithful all used to meet by common consent in the 
Portico of Solomon. No one else ever dared to join them, 
but the people were loud in their praise and the numbers 
of men and women who came to believe in the Lord 
increased steadily. So many signs and wonders were 
worked among the people at the hands of the apostles that 
the sick were even taken out into the streets and laid on 
beds and sleeping-mats in the hope that at least the shadow 
of Peter might fall across some of them as he went past. 
People even came crowding in from the towns round about 
Jerusalem, bringing with them their sick and those 
tormented by unclean spirits, and all of them were cured. 
 
Psalm 117 (118): Give thanks to the Lord for he is 
good, for his love has no end. 
 
Apocalypse 1:9-13,17-19 
 
My name is John, and through our union in Jesus I am 
your brother and share your sufferings, your kingdom, and 
all you endure. I was on the island of Patmos for having 
preached God’s word and witnessed for Jesus; it was the 
Lord’s day and the Spirit possessed me, and I heard a voice 
behind me, shouting like a trumpet, ‘Write down all that 
you see in a book.’ I turned round to see who had spoken 
to me, and when I turned, I saw seven golden lamp-stands 
and, surrounded by them, a figure like a Son of man, 
dressed in a long robe tied at the waist with a golden girdle. 

  When I saw him, I fell in a dead faint at his feet, but he 
touched me with his right hand and said, ‘Do not be afraid; 
it is I, the First and the Last; I am the Living One, I was 
dead and now I am to live for ever and ever, and I hold the 
keys of death and of the underworld. Now write down all 
that you see of present happenings and things that are still 
to come.’ 
 
Sequence: verses read alternately by the men then by the women.  
 
Christians, to the Paschal Victim 
  offer sacrifice and praise. 
The sheep are ransomed by the Lamb; 

and Christ, the undefiled, 
hath sinners to his Father reconciled. 
 
Death with life contended: 
  combat strangely ended! 
Life’s own Champion, slain, 
  yet lives to reign. 
 
Tell us, Mary:  
  say what thou didst see  
  upon the way. 
 
The tomb the Living did enclose; 
I saw Christ’s glory as he rose! 
The angels there attesting; 
shroud with grave-clothes resting. 
 
Christ, my hope, has risen: 
he goes before you into Galilee. 
That Christ is truly risen 
  from the dead we know. 
Victorious king, thy mercy show! 
 
Gospel                 John 20:19-31 
 
In the evening of that same day, the first day of the week, 
the doors were closed in the room where the disciples were, 
for fear of the Jews. Jesus came and stood among them. He 
said to them, ‘Peace be with you’, and showed them his 
hands and his side. The disciples were filled with joy when 
they saw the Lord, and he said to them again, ‘Peace be 
with you. 
‘As the Father sent me, so am I sending you.’ 
After saying this he breathed on them and said: 
‘Receive the Holy Spirit. 
For those whose sins you forgive, 
they are forgiven; 
for those whose sins you retain, 
they are retained.’ 
Thomas, called the Twin, who was one of the Twelve, was 
not with them when Jesus came. When the disciples said, 
‘We have seen the Lord’, he answered, ‘Unless I see the 
holes that the nails made in his hands and can put my 
finger into the holes they made, and unless I can put my 
hand into his side, I refuse to believe.’ Eight days later the 
disciples were in the house again and Thomas was with 
them. The doors were closed, but Jesus came in and stood 
among them. ‘Peace be with you’ he said. Then he spoke 
to Thomas, ‘Put your finger here; look, here are my hands. 
Give me your hand; put it into my side. Doubt no longer 
but believe.’ Thomas replied, ‘My Lord and my God!’ 
Jesus said to him: 
‘You believe because you can see me. 
Happy are those who have not seen and yet believe.’ 
There were many other signs that Jesus worked and the 
disciples saw, but they are not recorded in this book. These 
are recorded so that you may believe that Jesus is the 
Christ, the Son of God, and that believing this you may 
have life through his name. 
 
The Gospel of the Lord. 

A Happy Easter to all, 
And Welcome to our visitors 
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SAINT MARY STAR OF THE SEA 
28 Greenock Road, Largs, KA30 8NE 

 
OUR LADY OF PERPETUAL SUCCOUR 

College Street, Millport, KA28 0BG 
 

Tel: 01475 672324. Website: rclargsandmillport.com 
Parish Email: largs@gallowaydiocese.org.uk 

SC010576 
Parish Priest: Mgr. Peter Canon Magee  

PP’s email: peter.magee@gallowaydiocese.org.uk 
 

LITURGY 
Sat 27th April, Largs 6pm Mass 
Sun 28th April, Largs 10am Mass 
Sun 28th April, Millport 12.15pm Mass 
Mon 29th April, Largs 10am Mass 
Wed 1st May, Largs 10am Mass 
Fri 3rd May, Largs 7pm Mass 
Sat 4th May, Largs 10am Mass 

 
Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
One hour before weekday Mass (unless a funeral, a holiday 
of obligation or otherwise notified), with Rosary & Litany on 
the half-hour. 
 

LITURGICAL CALENDAR 
 

COMMEMORATION READINGS 
Monday 29/4: St. 
Catherine of Siena (d. 
1380), Feast 

1st Reading, 1 John 1:5-2:2 
Gospel, Matthew 11, 25-30 
Liturgical Colour: white 
Patron Saint of nurses and 
journalists. Co-Patroness of 
Europe 

Tuesday 30/4: Pope St. 
Pius V (d. 1572) 

2nd Week of Easter 
Liturgical Colour: white 

Wednesday 1/5: St. Joseph 
the Worker 

2nd Week of Easter 
Liturgical Colour: white 

Thursday 2/5: St. 
Athanasius (d. 373), Bishop 
& Doctor of the Church 

2nd Week of Easter 
Liturgical Colour: white 

Friday 3/5: SS. Philip & 
James, Apostles, Feast 

1st Reading, 1 Cor 15:1-8 
Gospel, John 14:6-14 
Liturgical Colour: red 

Saturday 4/5: Mass of Our 
Lady 

2nd Week of Easter 
Liturgical Colour: white 

 
MASS INTENTIONS 

 
DATE & TIME INTENTION 
Sat 27th April, 6pm Intention of Celebrant 
Sun 28th April, 10am Intention of Celebrant 
Sun 28th April, 12.15pm Margaret Campbell 
Mon 29th April, 10am Intentions of Sr. Hannah 
Wed 1st May, 10am Kealey Family 
Fri 3rd May, 7pm Intentions of Sr. M. Rose 
Sat 4th May, 10am Intentions of Sr. Hannah 

 
 

Sick: Margaret Ryding, Jane Sewell, Margaret Gallagher, 
Kenneth McComish, Anne Gaffney, Maria Kelly (Millport), 
Liam Nagle, Alane Harvey, Ian Brotherhood.  
 

NOTICES 
 
XAVIERIAN MISSIONARY FATHER: We warmly 
welcome to our parishes this weekend a Xavierian Missionary 
priest who will be making an appeal on behalf of his 
congregation’s missionary work. 
 
WEEKDAY MASS: Regrettably, there will be no weekday 
Mass in Largs this Tuesday, 30th April, or in Millport this 
Thursday, 2nd May. Parishioners are invited to attend Mass at 
the Benedictine Convent or in Wemyss Bay. 
 
FIRST FRIDAY: Friday, 3rd May, is First Friday for those 
observing this devotion. 
 
MAY, THE MONTH OF MARY: On Wednesday this week 
we enter the month of May, traditionally dedicated to 
devotion to Our Lady. Since both our parishes are under Her 
protection and patronage, I encourage one and all to give Her 
a little more time, devotion and love during this month. There 
will be May Devotions every Sunday evening in Largs during 
May. I intend to dedicate these devotions this year to prayer 
for all lapsed Catholics in our parishes, whatever the reason 
for that may be, and for those beyond the confines of our 
parishes who are known to, and loved by, parishioners. Not 
everyone can or wants to come to Sunday evening devotions, 
but I would still encourage those who do not do so to join 
spiritually with those who do in a concerted effort of love and 
prayer to our common Mother for our lapsed brothers and 
sisters. 
 
ST. MARY’S PRAYER LINE: Phone 07803 748251. 
 
INITIATIVE OF ST. JOHN’S CHURCH, LARGS: St. 
John’s Church is advertising a “Suicide Awareness Session” 
for leaders and volunteers involved in working with children 
and young people. Sarah Watts, the Choose Life Manager, 
North Ayrshire, will deliver the session. which takes place on 
Wednesday 8th May at 7pm in Dunn Memorial Hall, St. 
John’s Church, Largs. I intend to be present myself and would 
encourage those involved in leadership of our young people 
to come along. If there are any costs involved, the parish will 
sustain them. 
 
NAMES OF DECEASED OR SICK PERSONS: If you wish 
the name of a deceased or sick person to be included in the 
Prayer of the Faithful at Sunday Masses this weekend 
(27th/28th April), please write them down and either pop them 
through the parish house letter box or hand them to Mrs. 
Mary Ryan. Names for printing in the bulletin will only 
appear in the bulletin for the Sunday after that (4th/5th May). 
 
MISSION APPEAL: Please note that a representative of the 
Xavierian Missionary Fathers will be coming to our parishes 
on the weekend after Easter, 27-28 April, to make an appeal 
for funds at all Masses. There will therefore be a second 
collection at all Masses. 
 
BULLETIN NOTICES: Please submit any notices for the 
bulletin by 12 Noon on Thursday. 
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INCOME, 20/21 APRIL: Details will be provided on 4/5 
May. 
 

PARISH DIARY DATES 
 

Wednesday 8th May, Largs 
& Millport, 7pm 

Suicide Awareness, Dunn 
Hall, St. John’s, Largs 

Thursday, 9th May, Largs, 
7.30pm in the Hall 

Parish Pastoral Council 

Friday, 10th May, Largs, 
11am, Parish House 

Inter-Parochial 
Safeguarding Committee 

Friday, 10th May, Largs, 
11am, Parish House 

Parish Mission Sub-
Committee 

Sunday 19th May, Largs, 12 
Noon 

First Communions 

Thursday 23rd May, 
Millport, 10.30am 

Parish Pastoral Council 

Thursday 30th May, Largs, 
7.30pm, in Hall 

In-Service for Readers 

 
On Notre Dame Cathedral in Paris 
 
“It doesn’t matter how the fire started. The cause of such 
disasters is always sin. Perhaps it was the sins of the French, 
who since the Revolution have abandoned their ancestral 
faith. Perhaps it was the sins of the West, its secular 
materialism. Perhaps it was the sins of modernity, the belief 
in perfectibility and progress. On Monday, as the world 
watched, the roof of the cathedral of Notre-Dame in Paris 
burned—and Christians were confronted yet again with 
the question of why they build churches, particularly 
churches dedicated to the Virgin Mother of God. 
 
There are right and wrong reasons to restore the cathedral. 
Wrong reasons include: because it is old; because not to do 
so would be to surrender to the barbarians; because the 
building is an important tourist attraction. It would be right 
to mourn if the cathedral were left in ruins (like the façade 
was left for some decades in the nineteenth century after 
many of its statues were beheaded during the Revolution). 
But is it right to argue solely on the basis of beauty, as if the 
cathedral were little more than a museum? 
 
Already millions of Euros are being donated, even as some 
fear what form the restoration might take. Do we have the 
skills necessary to imitate the work of the medieval masons 
and other artisans? Does anyone know how to make glass 
in the right colors, never mind replicate the medieval 
designs? It doesn’t matter, at least one commentator has 
argued, for we lack the love with which the original 
building was built. 
 
Henry Adams thought much the same thing when he 
visited Notre-Dame of Chartres at the beginning of the 
previous century. Far more original stained glass remains 
at Chartres than remained at Paris even before Monday's 
fire, and yet Adams declared even Chartres empty of faith. 
Adams, as an American, could appreciate how expensive 
such churches were to build, but they seemed to him 
trifles—dollhouses built to please the Queen of Heaven. All 
he could see in the magnificent glass that survived from the 
twelfth and thirteenth centuries was color and light; 

nothing of the love for the Virgin that animated her 
medieval devotees to build palaces in her honor. As he saw 
her in the windows at Chartres, Our Lady looked down 
from “a deserted heaven, into an empty church, on a dead 
faith.” 
 
Much has changed in the Church since Adams took his 
tour of northern France in quest of the Virgin. The 
cathedral of Notre-Dame at Reims was bombed more than 
once in the First World War, yet it opened its doors again 
in 1938 after extensive renovations. There is clearly the will 
to rebuild Paris's Notre-Dame. The question is, for whom? 
Adams was right that medieval Christians built the 
cathedrals of Our Lady at Chartres, Paris, Laon, Noyon, 
Reims, Amiens, Rouen, Bayeux, and Coutances in order 
to please her. He was wrong to insist, as he emphatically 
did, that such dedications had no theological significance 
and, therefore, were simply about creating a certain 
“feeling.” 
 
The clergy who served the Virgin during the twelfth and 
thirteenth centuries when Notre-Dame de Paris was first 
under construction were not playing dolls, nor were they 
tricked into their devotions by a bourgeoisie and peasantry 
too simple to understand the mysteries of the Trinity, as 
Adams claimed. Paris did not need such a beautiful 
cathedral merely to show off its wealth, nor to attract 
tourists. The medieval Parisians wanted such a beautiful 
cathedral for the sake of worship. They wanted a building 
as beautiful as the Virgin in whom the Maker of all things 
had taken his rest. They wanted a building as beautiful as 
Mary, the living temple of God. 
 
It is there in their liturgies, above all in the psalms they sang 
daily in her Office (Vulgate numbering). Mary was the 
Mother of the Lord who made the heavens and earth 
(Psalm 8) and of the bridegroom who set his tabernacle in 
the sun (Psalm 18). She was the ark bearing the presence of 
the Lord in the Holy of Holies (Psalm 23), the queen 
standing beside the throne of the Lord on his wedding day 
(Psalm 44), the tabernacle sanctified by the Most High as 
his dwelling place (Psalm 45), and the city of God of whom 
glorious things were said (Psalm 86). She was the wood 
from which the Lord reigned (Psalm 95), the cloud, throne, 
lightning, and glory upon which the Lord rode (Psalm 96). 
Great was the music to be made, for through her “all the 
ends of the earth have seen the salvation of our God” 
(Psalm 97). 
 
In the Middle Ages, it wasn’t the building of stone, glass, 
and wood that mattered. It was the worship offered 
therein, which is why, when cathedrals caught fire—as 
they regularly did—medieval Christians took it as an 
opportunity to develop the skills they needed in order to 
rebuild. Nobody prior to the mid-twelfth century had built 
anything like the currently standing cathedrals at Paris or 
Chartres. Nobody knew how to make such beautiful glass 
before medieval glaziers learned the secret of the reds, 
greens, and blues. If the craftsmen of the Middle Ages 
could figure out how to make glass and carve stone, surely 
modern Christians can do so again. They have the 


