
PALM SUNDAY [C], 14th APRIL 2019 
 

 
PREPARATION FOR MASS 

 

As Holy Week begins, we ask the Lord for the graces 
proper to each of the various ceremonies it celebrates. 
 
The grace of Palm Sunday is mixed: it is the joy of the 
children welcoming the humble Lord on a donkey, but it is 
also the suffering of the Lord himself at being rejected by 
the very people to whom he was sent as Messiah. While the 
joy is overcome by suffering, we trust that it will eventually 
overcome. 
 
The grace of Holy Thursday is to share in the Lord’s love 
for those who have believed in him. It is a love of total self-
giving (the Eucharist) and of service (washing of the feet). 
We can bask on this day in the deep, quiet and faithful love 
of the Lord for us, each of us. 
 
The grace of Good Friday is a difficult one. It is to share in 
Christ’s own suffering in Christ’s own way. In obedience to 
the Father, out of love even for enemies; in trust that the 
suffering will bring life and peace. The grace of the Cross 
is the grace to love and obey to the end, no matter how 
dark things may seem. 
 
The grace of Easter is the gift of sharing in Christ’s own joy 
at his resurrection, in his deep satisfaction that He has won 
over sin, death and hell and that his eternal love has gained 
the salvation of all people and all things. 
 

______ 
  

BLESSING OF & PROCESSION WITH 
PALMS 
Please follow the booklet provided, p.2-4 

Opening Hymn (Largs): 320 
 

LITURGY OF THE WORD 
 
Please follow the booklet provided, from p.7. 
 

LITURGY OF THE EUCHARIST 
 

Please follow the booklet provided, from p.16. 
 

Hymn for Procession of Gifts (Largs): 786 
 

Hymns for Communion (Largs):749 & 840 
 

 
 

 
MARIAN ANTIPHON 

 
We will sing it in Latin from the hymn book, 
Number 38b (10am Mass only). English translation: 
 
 
Hail, Queen of heaven, beyond compare, 
To whom the angels homage pay;  
Hail, Root of Jesse, Gate of Light,  
That opened for the world’s new Day. 
 
Rejoice, O Virgin unsurpassed,  
In whom our ransom was begun,  
For all your loving children pray  
To Christ, our Saviour and your Son. 
 

Recessional Hymn (Largs): 752 
 

_______________________________________ 
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LITURGY 
 

 LARGS MILLPORT 
Mon 15/4 10am Mass, 

followed by 
confessions 

 

Tues 16/4 10am Mass, 
followed by 
confessions 

 

Wed 17/4 10am Mass, 
followed by 
confessions 

 

Holy Thursday, 
18/4 

9am Divine 
Office 

 

Holy Thursday, 
18/4 

7.30pm Mass of 
the Lord’s 
Supper 

4pm Mass of the 
Lord’s Supper 

Good Friday, 
19/4 

9am Divine 
office 

 

Good Friday, 
19/4 

3pm 
Celebration of 
the Lord’s 
Passion 

3pm 
Celebration of 
the Lord’s 
Passion 

Good Friday, 
19/4 

7pm Stations of 
the Cross and 
Adoration of the 
Cross 

 

A warm welcome to all, 
Especially to our visitors 
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Holy Saturday, 
20/4 

9am Divine 
Office 

 

Holy Saturday, 
20/4 

8pm Easter Vigil  

Easter Sunday, 
21/4 

10am Mass of 
the Resurrection 

12.15pm Mass 
of the Resur- 
rection 

 
LITURGICAL CALENDAR 

 
COMMEMORATION READINGS 

Monday 15/4 Holy Week 
Liturgical Colour: purple 

Tuesday 16/4 Holy Week 
Liturgical Colour: purple 

Wednesday 17/4 Holy Week 
Liturgical Colour: purple 

Thursday 18/4: Mass of the 
Lord’s Supper 

Sacred Triduum 
Liturgical Colour: white 

Friday 19/4: Celebration of 
the Passion of the Lord 

Sacred Triduum 
Liturgical Colour: red 

Saturday 20/4: Easter Vigil Sacred Triduum 
Liturgical Colour: white 

 
MASS INTENTIONS 

 
DATE & TIME INTENTION 
Sat 13th April, 6pm All Parishioners 
Sun 14th April, 10am Fr. Alan McGinty 
Sun 14th April, 12.15pm Rev. John G. Robinson 
Mon 15th April, 10am Moreen Dupuy 
Tues 16th April, 10am Alane Harvey 
Wed 17th April, 10am In Thanksgiving (M. Boyd) 
Thurs 18th April, 7.30pm Bill Goodfellow 
Sat 20th April, 8pm All Parishioners 

 
 
Sick: Margaret Ryding, Jane Sewell, Margaret Gallagher, 
Kenneth McComish, Anne Gaffney, Maria Kelly (Millport), 
Liam Nagle, Alane Harvey. Recently Deceased: Margaret 
Anderson, Moreen Dupuy, Grace Canavan, Elizabeth 
Robertson, Pat Patterson, Marie Marshall. Anniversaries: 
Fr. Alan McGinty, Bill Bunting. 
 

NOTICES 
 
HOLY WEEK LITURGY: Just a word of encouragement 
to everyone to try and make that extra effort this week to 
attend the various Liturgies of this, the holiest week in the 
year. It is a week in which the graces of the Lord flow in 
particular abundance. Old Nick can be at us more this 
week precisely because he hates what the Lord is offering 
for our healing and peace. Stand up to him and go the 
extra mile by coming to this week of “grace on demand.” 
 
This is also a week in which there is a golden opportunity 
for us to use the grace of the sacrament of Confirmation 
that we have received. It makes us apostles for the Lord. 
Why not take the risk of asking a lapsed Catholic friend to 
think again, and come with them to one of the extra 
ceremonies of the week? Witness to the strength and joy of 

your own faith and let them see what it means to you. It’s 
so easy to give up and not be bothered. Ask the Lord to 
renew the grace of Confirmation in you to spur you on to 
calling your neighbour back to Christ. Ask Our Lady to 
help you find the right words and the right moment. St. 
James tells us that anyone who succeeds in bringing 
someone back from errant ways will have covered a 
multitude of sins and assured their own salvation. 
 
BENEDICTION & DEVOTIONS: This Sunday evening 
at 6pm, in honour of Palm Sunday, there will be 
Benediction preceded by the Rosary and the Litany of the 
Precious Blood. 
 
GOOD FRIDAY EVENING SERVICE (Largs): For 
those who may be at work during the day on Friday or who 
cannot for other reasons come to the Liturgy at 3pm, I am 
pleased to hold the Stations of the Cross and provide the 
opportunity for you to venerate the Cross at 7pm. 
 
CANDIDATES FOR RECEPTION INTO FULL 
COMMUNION WITH THE CHURCH (Largs): During 
the Easter Vigil on Saturday 20th April, the whole parish 
will have the joy of welcoming into full communion with 
the Church Mrs. Susan Smith (Church of Scotland) and 
Mr. Andrew Stone (Anglican Church). Both candidates 
will receive the Sacrament of Confession for the first time 
at some point before the Vigil. During the Vigil, they will 
be confirmed and make their First Holy Communion. I 
invite everyone to pray fervently for these candidates and, 
to the degree possible, to come to the Easter Vigil to 
celebrate with them and welcome them into the Church. 
 
CHRISM MASS: The annual Chrism Mass takes place on 
Tuesday 16th April at 7.30pm at St. Margaret’s Cathedral, 
Ayr. It is an extremely important and moving Liturgy in 
which the faithful from all over the Diocese come together 
to witness the priests of the Diocese renew their priestly 
commitment and see the Bishop consecrate the holy oils 
that will be used throughout the coming year in the 
administration of the Sacraments of Baptism, 
Confirmation, the Anointing of the Sick and Holy Orders. 
I encourage you to put your name down on the list made 
available at the back of the church so that a parish bus can 
be hired. The bus will leave from St. Mary’s at 5.45pm.  
 
ST. MARY’S PRAYER LINE: Phone 07803 748251. 
 
HOLY WEEK AND EUCHARISTIC MINISTRY 
(Largs): A list is available for Eucharistic Ministers to sign 
up for the various Liturgies during Holy Week. Please sign 
up! 
 
ECUMENICAL HOLY WEEK SERVICE (Largs): Largs 
Churches Together holds an evening worship on each day 
of Holy Week led by the clergy from the different 
denominations in Largs. Services last about 30-40 minutes. 
On Wednesday 17th April at 7pm, I have been invited to 
lead the service. I would encourage parishioners to attend 
any or all of the services being held (from Monday to 
Friday inclusive), but would ask especially your support for 
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the Wednesday evening one – either by your presence and 
prayer or by your prayer alone. 
 
WALK OF WITNESS (Largs): Please note that the usual 
ecumenical Walk of Witness with the Cross will take place 
again this year. The Walk begins at 10am from St. 
Columba’s Episcopal Church. This is a very simple but 
effective way of witnessing to the Lord Jesus Christ and to 
the immensity of what he has done for us on the Cross. 
 
EXPLORING OUR FAITH TOGETHER (Largs): As 
explained in previous weeks, this lay initiative seeks to 
gather parishioners to meet in small groups of 6 or 8 
persons over several weeks with the aim of exploring what 
it is to be a Catholic and to reflect on how our faith is 
reflected in our daily lives. In order to gauge interest, a 
sheet has been provided in the church porch for you to add 
your name. I am delighted to see that there are now 17 
names on the list: could it be 70?! I encourage everyone to 
consider adding theirs! For more information, you can 
speak to Gordon McMillan on 07977 403462 or to Louise 
Devine on 672572. 
 
ST. MARY’S PARISH FESTIVAL - IN FAITH AND IN 
FUN: The Feast of St. Mary, Star of the Sea, will become 
our official parish feast day. The date is 27th September, a 
Friday, but the liturgical norms allow us to transfer it to the 
nearest Sunday, this year the 29th September, so that as 
many as possible in the parish can take part. Moves are 
afoot to have a week of both religious and social 
celebrations in the run up to the 29th. So far an afternoon 
tea has been organised for the Saturday afternoon, but 
there are many other ideas in the pipeline: morning Mass 
organised by the children followed by a fun day or 
entertainment of some sort; top ten hymns voted for by the 
parish which could be sung on a Sunday afternoon, 
followed by tea in the hall; a ceilidh; a concert involving 
the children; a “sing-along” film night in the hall; a quiz 
night; a parish sports’ day. These suggestions could 
perhaps be taken up by the various groups which operate 
in the parish who might, of course, have other ideas. I 
encourage anyone and everyone interested to help us make 
a real community celebration in honour of our Patroness 
and to help build up our community in faith and in fun. If 
you have an idea or are willing to help, please contact Celia 
Lewis or Ann McQueeney. Time is marching on, so let’s 
get our skates on! 
 
SVDP LENTEN APPEAL (Largs): There is a box 
provided in the church porch for any items you can 
provide. Thankyou! 
 
CHURCH CLEANING: Largs: Extra help required on 
Monday 15th April after 10am Mass for Easter. Just come 
along. Millport: Extra help required on Tuesday 16th April 
at 10.30am. 
 
COLLECTION ENVELOPES (Largs): Envelopes for use 
from the weekend of 6th-7th April are now available. The 
blue envelopes, located near the Blessed Sacrament altar, 
are for those parishioners who are registered in the Gift Aid 

scheme. The green envelopes, located in the porch at the 
entrance to the church, are for those who are not in the 
Gift Aid scheme. Anyone wishing to sign up for the Gift 
Aid scheme, or to start paying by standing order rather 
than using envelopes, should contact Jim Dunlop (tel. 
07910 967950 or email dunlop48@hotmail.co.uk). 
 
ST. MARGARET’S ADOPTION SOCIETY: Have you 
ever considered adoption as a way to grow your family? 
Could you provide a loving, stable family environment for 
a child who needs a forever home? If you would like to find 
out more about the adoption process, please visit 
www.stmargaretsadoption.org.uk or contact is on 0141 
332 8371 or email info@stmargaretsadoption.org.uk. 
  
BULLETIN NOTICES: Please submit any notices for the 
bulletin by 12 Noon on Thursday. 
 
MISSION APPEAL: Please note that a representative of 
the Xavierian Missionary Fathers will be coming to our 
parishes on the weekend after Easter, 27-28 April, to make 
an appeal for funds at all Masses. There will therefore be a 
second collection at all Masses. 
 

INCOME, 6-7 APRIL 
 

 LARGS MILLPORT 
Main collection £1,852.29 £209.20 
Other £119.40 --- 
Building Fund --- £121.27 

 
PARISH DIARY DATES 

 
Tuesday 16th April, Ayr, 
7.30pm 

Chrism Mass 

Wednesday 17th April, 
Brisbane Evangelical 
Church, 7pm 

Ecumenical Service led by 
Mgr. Peter Magee 

Thursday 18th April, 
Millport, 4pm 

Mass of the Lord’s Supper 

Thursday 18th April, Largs, 
7.30pm 

Mass of the Lord’s Supper 

Friday 19th April, Largs, 
10am 

Walk of Witness with the 
Cross, beginning St. 
Columba’s Episcopal 
Church 

Friday 19th April, Largs & 
Millport, 3pm 

Celebration of the Passion 
of the Lord 

Friday 19th April, Largs, 
7pm 

Stations of the Cross & 
Adoration of the Cross 

Saturday 20th April, Largs, 
8pm 

Easter Vigil, with reception 
into the Church, 
Confirmation & First 
Communion of Mrs. Susan 
Smith & Mr. Andrew Stone 

Sunday 21st April, Largs, 
10am 

Mass of the Resurrection 

Sunday 21st April, Millport, 
12.15pm 

Mass of the Resurrection 

Sunday 28th April, Largs & 
Millport 

Mission Appeal by the 
Xavierian Fathers 



PALM SUNDAY [C], 14th APRIL 2019 
 

Thursday, 9th May, Largs, 
7.30pm in the Hall 

Parish Pastoral Council 

Friday, 10th May, Largs, 
11am, Parish House 

Inter-Parochial 
Safeguarding Committee 

Wednesday-Thursday 15th-
16th May, Kilmarnock 

Assembly of Priests 

Sunday 19th May, Largs, 12 
Noon 

First Communions 

Thursday 23rd May, 
Millport, 10.30am 

Parish Pastoral Council 

Thursday 30th May, Largs, 
7.30pm, in Hall 

In-Service for Readers 

 
 
The Palm Sunday Martyrs 
 
The widow of an Egyptian Christian killed during 
ISIS' Palm Sunday bombings has revealed that 
prior to her husband's death, he predicted he would 
be soon be among the "martyrs in heaven". 
 
Speaking to persecution watchdog Open Doors 
USA, Sara Ragheb reflected on the faith and 
courage of her husband, Michael Nabil Ragheb, a 
deacon in Saint George church in Tantawho was 
among 49 people killed in twin attacks on churches 
in Egypt last week. 
 
"Michael had sensed that something like this was 
going to happen," Sara said of the attacks, which 
were later claimed by ISIS. "The day before, on our 
daughter's 3rd birthday, he told us he thought he 
would soon be among the martyrs in heaven. He 
also told me and my daughter that he would be 
missing us." 
 
The day of the attacks, Michael asked his wife and 
daughter, Priscilla, to sit at the last benches, instead 
of close to him, in front of the church. 
 
"I was a bit surprised about that," Sara said. "But 
looking back, I know that it was God's will." 
 
Michael then put on his deacon robe and went to 
the front of the church, where he was in charge of 
the singing that day. He asked his wife to wait for 
him after the service - but he never came back. 
 
"It was about ten past 9; it was in the middle of the 
mass," Sara recalled. "All of the sudden, I heard the 
sound of a big explosion, the church shook like 
there was an earthquake going on. The smoke filled 
the church, and it became dark while I heard 
people screaming. I was screaming, too. I was 
screaming the name of my husband and rushed to 

the place of the deacon choir, where I hoped to find 
him alive." Sara told Open Doors that the carnage 
she witnessed on her way to find her husband of 
four years "was horrible, like a massacre had just 
taken place." 
 
"The bodies of dead church members and even 
body parts were scattered among pools of blood, 
she said. "Then I saw my husband. I was in shock. 
He was just lying there, in a pool of blood like the 
others. Gone to heaven like he had sensed would 
happen." 
 
Despite the tragic way her husband died, Sara said 
she is at peace knowing he is in Heaven with his 
Father. "I loved him so much," she said. "Despite 
everything, God has put comfort, peace and great 
grace in my heart." 
 
She added, "My husband lived a life of heaven on 
earth. He was always praying and reading the 
Bible. I am happy for him. He is in a good place 
now- in Heaven- in front of the throne of grace. He 
is there with Jesus." 
 
Sunday's bombings are the latest attack by the 
extremist group, which recently vowed to step up 
its attacks against Egypt's Christian minority, who 
make up just 10% of the country's population. 
 
The group also claimed responsibility for the 
December bombing of a church adjacent to St. 
Mark's Cathedral in Cairo, one of the most 
symbolic religious sites for Egyptian Copts. That 
explosion killed 30 worshippers and injured dozens. 
 
In an interview broadcast on Egyptian 
television and posted on Deacon Greg Kandra’s 
blog, the widow told reporters: “I’m not angry at 
the one who did this, I am telling him, may God 
forgive you. “I ask the Lord to forgive them and let 
them try to think – is it right or wrong?” she said, 
adding: “We also forgive you.” 

After listening to the interview, the television 
anchor told audiences: “The Egyptian Christian 
deeply loves his country. If your enemy knew how 
much forgiveness you have for him, he would not 
believe it.” 

(story taken from www.gospelherald.com & 
www.catholicherald.com, April 2017) 


