
FIFTH SUNDAY OF LENT [C], 7th APRIL 2019 
 

 

PREPARATION FOR MASS 
 

Signs and symbols are part and parcel of human life. With 

symbols we make connections between a sign and a reality, 

for example, the colour red and the notion of danger. The 

colour purple at church tells us we are doing something 

penitential (e.g. it is Lent; or, we are at a funeral). The 

sacraments themselves are sacred symbols or signs. In their 

case, though, they don’t just point to a reality: they contain 

it (the consecrated bread is the Body of Christ). 

 

The 5th Sunday of Lent has been traditionally called 

“Passion Sunday” and from today until Good Friday or 

Holy Saturday the Church recommends that we cover 

crucifixes and statues in the church with purple cloths. The 

meaning of this is to heighten our visible awareness that we 

are drawing closer to the celebration of the Passion and 

Resurrection of the Lord. It reminds us to intensify our 

spiritual practices, building up within us a longing for Easter 

Sunday. Since we may only be at church a few times 

between today and Easter Sunday, we can also veil our 

sacred images at home, the “domestic church.” This will 

increase the spiritual effect intended by the use of veils. 

 

When we then come to unveil the crucifix (Good Friday) 

and statues (before the Easter Vigil) it reminds us that our 

own life on earth is a “veiled” existence, in exile from our 

true home. It is only though our own death that the veil is 

lifted and we are finally able to see the face of God and the 

truth of all things, thus experiencing the joy of resurrection. 

  

Opening Hymn (Largs): 193 
 

LITURGY OF THE WORD 

 
Isaiah 43:16-21 

 

In this reading, the prophet is giving heart to the exiled 
Jewish nation by assuring them that the great deeds God did 
during the Exodus are not over: he will do even greater 
deeds for his people in the future. The deed of all deeds will 
be the deliverance of humanity itself from sin and death by 
the death and Resurrection of Jesus, the Servant of God. 
 

Thus says the Lord, who made a way through the sea, a path 

in the great waters; who put chariots and horse in the field 

and a powerful army which lay there never to rise again, 

snuffed out, put out like a wick: No need to recall the past, 

no need to think about what was done before. See, I am 

doing a new deed, even now it comes to light; can you not 

see it? Yes, I am making a road in the wilderness, paths in 

the wilds. The wild beasts will honour me, jackals and 

ostriches, because I am putting water in the wilderness 

(rivers in the wild) to give my chosen people drink. The 

people I have formed for myself will sing my praises. 

 

Psalm 125 (126): What marvels the Lord worked for us! 

Indeed we were glad. 

 

Philippians 3:8-14 

 

St. Paul is here delirious with love for Christ. All he wants is 
Christ. Everything else is nothing and less than nothing in 
comparison. The deed prophesied by Isaiah in the first 
reading has now happened and Paul, the man, knows that 
union with Christ in his suffering, death and resurrection is 
the ultimate foundation and purpose of the meaning of 
every human life. But it must be desired and worked for. 
 

I believe nothing can happen that will outweigh the supreme 

advantage of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. For him I have 

accepted the loss of everything, and I look on everything as 

so much rubbish if only I can have Christ and be given a 

place in him. I am no longer trying for perfection by my own 

efforts, the perfection that comes from the Law, but I want 

only the perfection that comes through faith in Christ, and 

is from God and based on faith. All I want is to know Christ 

and the power of his resurrection and to share his sufferings 

by reproducing the pattern of his death. That is the way I 

can hope to take my place in the resurrection of the dead. 

Not that I have become perfect yet: I have not yet won, but 

I am still running, trying to capture the prize for which Christ 

Jesus captured me. I can assure you my brothers, I am far 

from thinking that I have already won. All I can say is that I 

forget the past and I strain ahead for what is still to come; I 

am racing for the finish, for the prize to which God calls us 

upwards to receive in Christ Jesus. 

 

 

Gospel                     John 8:1-11 

 

Jesus went to the Mount of Olives. At daybreak he appeared 

in the Temple again; and as all the people came to him, he 

sat down and began to teach them. 

  The scribes and Pharisees brought a woman along who 

had been caught committing adultery; and making her stand 

there in full view of everybody, they said to Jesus, ‘Master, 

this woman was caught in the very act of committing 

adultery, and Moses has ordered us in the Law to condemn 

women like this to death by stoning. What have you to say?’ 

They asked him this as a test, looking for something to use 

against him. But Jesus bent down and started writing on the 

ground with his finger. As they persisted with their question, 

he looked up and said, ‘If there is one of you who has not 

sinned, let him be the first to throw a stone at her.’ Then he 

bent down and wrote on the ground again. When they 

heard this they went away one by one, beginning with the 

eldest, until Jesus was left alone with the woman, who 

remained standing there. He looked up and said, ‘Woman, 

where are they? Has no one condemned you?’ ‘No one, sir’ 

she replied. ‘Neither do I condemn you,’ said Jesus ‘go 

away, and do not sin any more.’ 
 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

A warm welcome to all, 

Especially to our visitors 
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SAINT MARY STAR OF THE SEA 

28 Greenock Road, Largs, KA30 8NE 

 

OUR LADY OF PERPETUAL SUCCOUR 

College Street, Millport, KA28 0BG 

 
Tel: 01475 672324. Website: rclargsandmillport.com 

Parish Email: largs@gallowaydiocese.org.uk 

SC010576 

Parish Priest: Mgr. Peter Canon Magee  

PP’s email: peter.magee@gallowaydiocese.org.uk 

 

LITURGY 
Mass 

Largs: Saturday Vigil, 6pm; Sunday, 10am; Mon-Wed, 

10am; Fri, 7pm; Sat. 10am. 
Millport: Sunday, 12.15pm; Thursday, 10am 

 

Confessions 
Largs: Friday, after 7pm Mass; Saturday, 5.00-5.45pm. 
Millport: Thursday after Mass. 
 

During Lent, confessions will be heard after all weekday 

Masses unless there is a funeral or other eventuality.  

 
Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
One hour before weekday Mass (unless a funeral, a holiday of 

obligation or otherwise notified), with Rosary & Litany on the 

half-hour. 

 
LITURGICAL CALENDAR 

 
COMMEMORATION READINGS 

Monday 8/4 5
th

 Week of Lent 

Liturgical Colour: purple 

Tuesday 9/4 5
th

 Week of Lent 

Liturgical Colour: purple 

Wednesday 10/4 5
th

 Week of Lent 

Liturgical Colour: purple 

Thursday 11/4 5
th

 Week of Lent 

Liturgical Colour: purple 

Friday 12/4 5
th

 Week of Lent 

Liturgical Colour: purple 

Saturday 13/4 5
th

 Week of Lent 

Liturgical Colour: purple 

 
MASS INTENTIONS 

 
DATE & TIME INTENTION 

Sat 6
th

 April, 6pm All Parishioners 

Sun 7
th

 April, 10am Fr. Joseph Tran 

Sun 7
th

 April, 12.15pm Mgr. Hugh McInally 

Mon 8
th

 April, 10am Intentions, Sister Dominica 

Tues 9
th

 April, 10am Intentions, Sister Teresa 

Wed 10
th

 April, 10am Catherine Nicol 

Thurs 11
th

 April, 10am Intentions, Sister Teresa 

Fri 12
th

 April, 7pm John Brodie 

Sat 13
th

 April, 10am Shaun Kelly 

 

 

Sick: Margaret Ryding, Jane Sewell, Margaret Gallagher, 

Kenneth McComish, Anne Gaffney, Maria Kelly (Millport), 

Liam Nagle. Recently Deceased: Margaret Anderson, James 

Docherty, John Duignan, Peggie McBride, Amparo Cortes 

Amador. Anniversaries: Molly Carroll, James Docherty. 

 

NOTICES 

 

MARGARET ANDERSON, RIP (Largs): We extend our 

condolences to the relatives and friends of Miss Margaret 

Anderson, RIP, who passed away suddenly last week and 

whose Funeral Mass will take place this coming Wednesday, 

10
th

 April, at 10am. As usual, there will be no Exposition or 

Rosary before the funeral. 

 

CANDIDATES FOR RECEPTION INTO FULL 

COMMUNION WITH THE CHURCH (Largs): During the 

Easter Vigil on Saturday 20
th

 April, the whole parish will have 

the joy of welcoming into full communion with the Church 

Mrs. Susan Smith (Church of Scotland) and Mr. Andrew Stone 

(Anglican Church). Both candidates will receive the Sacrament 

of Confession for the first time at some point before the Vigil. 

During the Vigil, they will be confirmed and make their First 

Holy Communion. I invite everyone to pray fervently for these 

candidates and, to the degree possible, to come to the Easter 

Vigil to celebrate with them and welcome them into the 

Church. 

 

LENTEN PENANCE SERVICE: This Thursday 11
th

 April at 

2pm we will hold the Lenten Penance Service for both our 

parishes. Five priests will be in attendance. I strongly encourage 

all parishioners to receive the Sacrament of Reconciliation 

during Lent or Eastertide, wherever and whenever it may be 

that you choose to go. 

 

EXAMINATION OF CONSCIENCE: I have prepared an 

examination of conscience leaflet to help parishioners prepare 

for the Sacrament of Reconciliation. Please take a leaflet home 

from the back of the church if not for yourself then possibly for 

someone else. There are, of course, multiple resources on the 

internet which you can consult free of charge. I have uploaded 

the text of the leaflet onto the parish website under the 

“sacraments” page. 

 

STATIONS OF THE CROSS (Largs): This Wednesday, 10
th

 

April, at 7pm, led by Mr. John Tyler. 

 

CHRISM MASS: The annual Chrism Mass takes place on 

Tuesday 16
th

 April at 7.30pm at St. Margaret’s Cathedral, Ayr. 

It is an extremely important and moving Liturgy in which the 

faithful from all over the Diocese come together to witness the 

priests of the Diocese renew their priestly commitment and see 

the Bishop consecrate the holy oils that will be used throughout 

the coming year in the administration of the Sacraments of 

Baptism, Confirmation, the Anointing of the Sick and Holy 

Orders. I encourage you to put your name down on the list 

made available at the back of the church so that a parish bus 

can be hired. The bus will leave from St. Mary’s at 5.45pm.  

 

ST. MARY’S PRAYER LINE: Phone 07803 748251. 

 

HOLY WEEK AND EUCHARISTIC MINISTRY (Largs): 

A list is available for Eucharistic Ministers to sign up for the 

various Liturgies during Holy Week. Please sign up! 
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EXPLORING OUR FAITH TOGETHER (Largs): As 

explained in previous weeks, this lay initiative seeks to gather 

parishioners to meet in small groups of 6 or 8 persons over 

several weeks with the aim of exploring what it is to be a 

Catholic and to reflect on how our faith is reflected in our daily 

lives. In order to gauge interest, a sheet has been provided in 

the church porch for you to add your name. So far, only three 

names have been put down. I encourage everyone to consider 

adding theirs! For more information, you can speak to Gordon 

McMillan on 07977 403462 or to Louise Devine on 672572. 

 

ST. MARY’S PARISH FESTIVAL - IN FAITH AND IN 

FUN: The Feast of St. Mary, Star of the Sea, will become our 

official parish feast day. The date is 27
th

 September, a Friday, 

but the liturgical norms allow us to transfer it to the nearest 

Sunday, this year the 29
th

 September, so that as many as 

possible in the parish can take part. Moves are afoot to have a 

week of both religious and social celebrations in the run up to 

the 29
th

. So far an afternoon tea has been organised for the 

Saturday afternoon, but there are many other ideas in the 

pipeline: morning Mass organised by the children followed by 

a fun day or entertainment of some sort; top ten hymns voted 

for by the parish which could be sung on a Sunday afternoon, 

followed by tea in the hall; a ceilidh; a concert involving the 

children; a “sing-along” film night in the hall; a quiz night; a 

parish sports’ day. These suggestions could perhaps be taken 

up by the various groups which operate in the parish who 

might, of course, have other ideas. I encourage anyone and 

everyone interested to help us make a real community 

celebration in honour of our Patroness and to help build up 

our community in faith and in fun. If you have an idea or are 

willing to help, please contact Celia Lewis or Ann McQueeney. 

Time is marching on, so let’s get our skates on! 

 

YOUTH GROUP (Largs): Unfortunately, the next meeting 

scheduled for Friday 26
th

 April has had to be cancelled. Further 

details about a new date will follow shortly. Sorry for any 

inconvenience. 

 

SVDP LENTEN APPEAL (Largs): There is a box provided 

in the church porch for any items you can provide. Thankyou! 
 

COLLECTION ENVELOPES (Largs): Envelopes for use 

from the weekend of 6
th

-7
th

 April are now available. The blue 

envelopes, located near the Blessed Sacrament altar, are for 

those parishioners who are registered in the Gift Aid scheme. 

The green envelopes, located in the porch at the entrance to 

the church, are for those who are not in the Gift Aid scheme. 

Anyone wishing to sign up for the Gift Aid scheme, or to start 

paying by standing order rather than using envelopes, should 

contact Jim Dunlop (tel. 07910 967950 or email 

dunlop48@hotmail.co.uk). 

 

MRS. ELIZABTH MACKIE writes to say that she was 

overwhelmed by the kindness and generosity shown to her by 

the parish on the occasion of her 100
th

 birthday. She thanks 

everyone for the wonderful bouquet of gorgeous flowers and 

asks for our continued prayers. 

 

ST. MARGARET’S ADOPTION SOCIETY: Have you ever 

considered adoption as a way to grow your family? Could you 

provide a loving, stable family environment for a child who 

needs a forever home? If you would like to find out more about 

the adoption process, please visit 

www.stmargaretsadoption.org.uk or contact is on 0141 332 

8371 or email info@stmargaretsadoption.org.uk. 

  

BULLETIN NOTICES: Please submit any notices for the 

bulletin by 12 Noon on Thursday. 

 

INCOME, 23/24 & 30/31 MARCH 

 

 LARGS MILLPORT 

Main collection £716.98 £92.59 (24/3) 

£90.10 (31/3) 

Other --- --- 

Building Fund --- £110 (24/3) 

SCIAF £2,098.77 £72.95 

 

PARISH DIARY DATES 

 

Thursday 11
th

 April, Largs, 

2pm 

Lenten Penance Service 

with five priests 

Sunday 14
th

 April Palm Sunday 

Tuesday 16
th

 April, Ayr, 

7.30pm 

Chrism Mass 

Wednesday 17
th

 April, 

Brisbane Evangelical 

Church, 7pm 

Ecumenical Service led by 

Mgr. Peter Magee 

Thursday 18
th

 April, 

Millport, 4pm 

Mass of the Lord’s Supper 

Thursday 18
th

 April, Largs, 

7.30pm 

Mass of the Lord’s Supper 

Friday 19
th

 April, Largs, 

10am 

Walk of Witness with the 

Cross, beginning St. 

Columba’s Episcopal 

Church 

Friday 19
th

 April, Largs & 

Millport, 3pm 

Celebration of the Passion 

of the Lord 

Friday 19
th

 April, Largs, 7pm Stations of the Cross & 

Adoration of the Cross 

Saturday 20
th

 April, Largs, 

8pm 

Easter Vigil, with reception 

into the Church, 

Confirmation & First 

Communion of Mrs. Susan 

Smith & Mr. Andrew Stone 

Sunday 21
st

 April, Largs, 

10am 

Mass of the Resurrection 

Sunday 21
st

 April, Millport, 

12.15pm 

Mass of the Resurrection 

Sunday 28
th

 April, Largs & 

Millport 

Mission Appeal by the 

Xavierian Fathers 

Thursday, 9
th

 May, Largs, 

7.30pm in the Hall 

Parish Pastoral Council 

Friday, 10
th

 May, Largs, 

11am, Parish House 

Inter-Parochial 

Safeguarding Committee 

Thursday-Friday 15
th

-16
th

 

May, Kilmarnock 

Assembly of Priests 

Sunday 19
th

 May, Largs, 12 

Noon 

First Communions 

Thursday 23
rd

 May, 

Millport, 10.30am 

Parish Pastoral Council 

Thursday 30
th

 May, Largs, 

7.30pm, in Hall 

In-Service for Readers 

 

 

The Apostles’ Creed 

mailto:dunlop48@hotmail.co.uk
mailto:dunlop48@hotmail.co.uk
http://www.stmargaretsadoption.org.uk/
http://www.stmargaretsadoption.org.uk/
http://www.stmargaretsadoption.org.uk/
mailto:info@stmargaretsadoption.org.uk
mailto:info@stmargaretsadoption.org.uk
mailto:info@stmargaretsadoption.org.uk
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I believe in God, 
the Father almighty, 

Creator of heaven and earth, 

and in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 
At the words that follow, up to and including ‘the Virgin 

Mary’, all bow. 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin 

Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died and was buried;  

he descended into hell; 

on the third day he rose again from the dead; he ascended 

into heaven, 

and is seated at the right hand  

of God the Father almighty; 

from there he will come to judge  

the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the 

communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and life everlasting. Amen. 

___ 

 

LITURGY OF THE EUCHARIST 

 

Hymn for Procession of Gifts (Largs): 218 

 

Isaiah tells us: “No need to recall the past.” St. Paul admits, 
“I forget the past.” Jesus tells the woman in the Gospel, “Go 
away and do not sin any more.” It is not uncommon, of 
course, that people find it very difficult to let go of the past 
or to let go of sin. Hurt and pain can run very deep; 
attachment to sin can seem impossible to break. 
 
And yet our very longing for growth and development, our 
yearning for a future free of pain and sin demands that we 
let go. Being stuck and imprisoned in what went before, or 
being nostalgic for some past bliss which probably was not 
as blissful as we remember or, better, imagine: all of this 
renders us sterile, stunted in spiritual and moral growth. 
 
Offer to the Lord today, joining it with the bread and wine 
offered by the priest, your entire past with all its light and 
shade, sin and grace, sorrow and joy. Entrust it all to His 
Providence and care. Ask Him to liberate you from 
anything and everything that is unworthy of His love for you. 
And be at peace. At deep peace in Him. 
 

Eucharistic Prayer II 

 

The Passion of the Lord 

 

It is truly right and just, our duty and our salvation, 

always and everywhere to give you thanks, 

Lord, holy Father, almighty and eternal God, 

through Christ our Lord. 

 

For though innocent he suffered willingly for sinners 

and accepted unjust condemnation to save the guilty. 

His Death has washed away our sins, 

and his Resurrection has purchased our justification. 

And so, with all the Angels, we praise you, as in joyful 

celebration we acclaim: Holy, holy … 

 

Communion Antiphon 

 

Has no one condemned you, woman? No one, Lord. 

Neither shall I condemn you. From now on, sin no more. 

“If only I can have Christ and be given a place in him.” St. 
Paul’s love for Christ is evident in these words. Like us, he, 
too, will have received Holy Communion. This sacrament is 
surely the response to his desire “to have Christ”? It is and it 
isn’t. 

Paul like the rest of us will have been overjoyed to receive 
the Eucharist, but we all know that what we ultimately want 
is to see Christ, to hear him speak, to be near and with him 
in his unveiled glory, to gaze upon him and be filled in our 
whole being with his divine reality. Receiving Holy 
Communion frequently and worthily satisfies our desire only 
in one sense, in faith. At the same time, it feeds our desire to 
be satisfied in another sense, in the vision of God. 

As you receive Communion today, pray to the Lord with 
Paul’s love and Paul’s words, “Lord Jesus, if only I can have 
you and be given a place in you.” One day, your prayer will 
be answered – and some! 
 

Hymn for Communion (Largs):938 

 
MARIAN ANTIPHON 

 
We will sing it in Latin from the hymn book, Number 

38b (10am Mass only). English translation: 
 
Hail, Queen of heaven, beyond compare, 
To whom the angels homage pay;  

Hail, Root of Jesse, Gate of Light,  

That opened for the world’s new Day. 
 
Rejoice, O Virgin unsurpassed,  

In whom our ransom was begun,  

For all your loving children pray  
To Christ, our Saviour and your Son. 
 

Recessional Hymn (Largs): 343 
 
A bus full of ugly people had a head on collision with 

a truck. When they died, God granted all of them one 

wish. The first person said, "I want to be gorgeous." 

God snapped his fingers and it happened. The second 

person said the same thing and God did the same 

thing. This went on and on throughout the group.  

 

God noticed the last man in line was laughing 

hysterically. By the time God got to the last ten 

people, the last man was laughing and rolling on the 

ground. When the man's turn came, he laughed and 

said, "I wish they were all ugly again." 


