SECOND SUNDAY OF LENT [C], 17* March 2019

A WARM WELCOME TO ALL,
ESPECIALLY TO OUR VISITORS!

PREPARATION FOR MASS

Forgive, O Fire, Forgive, O Light, the patent,
fraught impurity of we who thus presume

to open unclean lips, availing now

a portal for Your purity. Forgive

the chatter of our blithely fearless crowd

awaiting Your pure body pretty much

the way we stand in any fast-food queue,
considering our neighbours’ faults, puzzling

at those odd few who seem to shiver some

as they approach Your wound. Holy One allow
that as we near the cup, before the coal

1s set upon our trembling tongues, before

we blithely turn and walk again into

our many other failures, allow that we

might glimpse, might apprehend something of the fear
with which we should attend this sacrifice,

for which we shall not ever be found worthy,

for which—1I gather—we shall never be prepared.

Scott Cairns

Opening Hymn (Largs): 970

LITURGY OF THE WORD
Genesis 15:5-12, 17-18

Abram was getting old. God’s promise of a child was not being
fulfilled. He asks God again. God promises numerous
offspring and Abram trusts in him. Abram’s faith is trusting
that God will do something which is humanly impossible. It
is this trusting faith which justifies him and becomes the
model for the faith of Mary and of ourselves. Being raised
from the dead to us seems impossible, but we trust that God
will do it. This faith in God through Jesus’ resurrection
justifies us and qualifies us for eternal life.

Taking Abram outside, the Lord said, ‘Look up to heaven
and count the stars if you can.” ‘Such will be your
descendants,” he told him. Abram put his faith in the
Lord, who counted this as making him justified.

‘I am the Lord’ he said to him ‘who brought you out of
Ur of the Chaldeans to make you heir to this land.” ‘My
Lord,” Abram replied, ‘how am I to know that I shall
inherit it?” He said to him, ‘Get me a three-year-old heifer,
a three-year-old goat, a three-year-old ram, a turtledove
and a young pigeon.” He brought him all these, cut them
in half and put half on one side and half facing it on the
other; but the birds he did not cut in half. Birds of prey
came down on the carcases, but Abram drove them off.

When the sun had set, and darkness had fallen, there
appeared a smoking furnace and a firebrand that went
between the halves. That day the Lord made a Covenant
with Abram in these terms:

“T'o your descendants I give this land,
from the wadi of Egypt to the Great River.’

Psalm 26 (27): The Lord is my light and my help.
Philippians 3:20-4:1

The fragility and final mortality of our bodies is as inevitable
as it is repugnant to our deep sense of survival and striving
for life. While there is great nobility in man’s unaided efforts
to defy death and increase life, St. Paul earlier in Philippians
curses those who trust everything to their own efforts and do
not, in the end, accept reality. Reality is not only that death is
inevitable but above all that faith in Christ conquers death
through the resurrection. St. Ignatius says somewhere: we
must work as if everything depended on us but also pray
knowing that everything depends on God. The tomb is not our
final destiny. Our homeland is in heaven.

For us, our homeland is in heaven, and from heaven
comes the saviour we are waiting for, the Lord Jesus
Christ, and he will transfigure these wretched bodies of
ours into copies of his glorious body. He will do that by
the same power with which he can subdue the whole
universe.

So then, my brothers and dear friends, do not give
way but remain faithful in the Lord. I miss you very much,
dear friends; you are my joy and my crown.

Gospel Luke 9:28-36
Jesus took with him Peter and John and James and went
up the mountain to pray. As he prayed, the aspect of his
face was changed, and his clothing became brilliant as
lightning. Suddenly there were two men there talking to
him; they were Moses and Elijah appearing in glory, and
they were speaking of his passing which he was to
accomplish in Jerusalem. Peter and his companions were
heavy with sleep, but they kept awake and saw his glory
and the two men standing with him. As these were leaving
him, Peter said to Jesus, ‘Master, it is wonderful for us to
be here; so, let us make three tents, one for you, one for
Moses and one for Eljjah.” — He did not know what he was
saying. As he spoke, a cloud came and covered them with
shadow; and when they went into the cloud the disciples
were afraid. And a voice came from the cloud saying,
“This 1s my Son, the Chosen One. Listen to him.” And
after the voice had spoken, Jesus was found alone. The
disciples kept silence and, at that time, told no one what
they had seen.

The Gospel of the Lord.

TAKE YOUR BULLETIN HOME! LOOK OVER GOD’S WORD AGAIN DURING THE WEEK FOR HELP AND INSPIRATION!
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SAINT MARY STAR OF THE SEA
28 Greenock Road, Largs, KA30 SNE

OUR LADY OF PERPETUAL SUCCOUR
College Street, Mullport, KA28 0BG

Tel: 01475 672324. Websute: rclargsandmillport.com
Parish Email: largs@gallowaydiocese. org.uk
SC010576

Parish Priest: Mgr. Peter Canon Magee
PP’s email: peler.magee@gallowaydiocese. org.uk

LITURGY

Mass

Largs: Saturday Vigil, 6pm; Sunday, 10am; Mon-Wed,

10am; Fri, 7pm; Sat. 10am.

Millport: Sunday, 12.15pm; Thursday, 10am.

Confessions

Largs: Friday, after 7pm Mass; Saturday, 5.00-5.45pm.
During Lent, confessions will be heard after all weekday
Masses unless there is a funeral or other eventuality.
Millport: Thursday after Mass.

Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament

One hour before weekday Mass (unless a funeral, a
holiday of obligation or otherwise notified), with Rosary

& Litany on the half-hour.
LITURGICAL CALENDAR
COMMEMORATION READINGS

Monday, 18/3

2nd week of Lent
Liturgical Colour: Purple

Tuesday, 19/3:
Solemnity of St
Joseph

Proper Readings
Liturgical Colour: White

Wednesday, 20/3

2nd week of Lent
Liturgical Colour: Purple

Thursday, 21/3

2nd week of Lent
Liturgical Colour: Purple

Friday, 22/3

2nd week of Lent
Liturgical Colour: Purple

Saturday 23/3 2nd week of Lent
Liturgical Colour: Purple
MASS INTENTIONS
DATE & TIME INTENTION

Sat 16" March, 6pm

All Parishioners

Sun 17* March, 10am

Sr. Annunciata MacNeil

Sun 17 March, 12.15pm

Kearns Family

Mon 18t March, 10am

Douglas McDowall, Jnr.

Tues 19" March, 10am | Jimmy & Lena Dunlop
Wed 20" March, 10am | Benjamin Morrison
Thurs 213 March, 10am | John McKay

Fri 227 Mar, 7pm Margaret Gallagher

Sat 23 Mar, 10am

Sister Brenda’s Intentions

Sick: Maureen Hughes, Margaret Ryding, Jane Sewell,
Margaret Anderson, Margaret Gallagher, Kenneth
McComish, Anne Gaffney, Maria Kelly (Millport), Liam
Nagle. Recently Deceased: Paul O’Neil, Sadie
Cunningham, Joeann Malta. Anniversaries: James &
Rena Tracey, Bill Cranston, Joe Rutherford, Charlie
Rutherford.

NOTICES

SOLEMNITY OF ST. JOSEPH: Tuesday 19% March.
For all men in our parishes, St. Joseph can be a strong
patron for spiritual growth. I encourage all men who can
to come to the 10am Mass on Tuesday to ask his help.

FIRST CONFESSIONS (Largs): This Monday evening
at 7pm, the children of P3 will be making their first
confession. I invite all parishioners to come along so as to
support the children and their families with your prayers
and presence.

STATIONS OF THE CROSS IN LENT, LARGS

LED BY DATE & TIME
Pro-Life Group March 20%, 7pm
The Choir March 27%, 7pm
The Lourdes Group April 39 7pm
John Tyler April 10%, 7pm

ST. MARY’S PRAYER LINE: Phone 07803 748251.

OASIS DAY FOR READERS: This will take place in
St. Peter’s Ardrossan on Saturday 234 July from 12 Noon
to 4pm. I encourage all our parish readers to consider
attending. If you do wish to go, please inform your
contact person, either Gerry Condron or Tom Maguire,
by no later than Wednesday 20" March. They will then
inform me of the numbers.

LOURDES ASSISTED/SICK PILGRIM PLACES:
We have availability in our welcome centre for those who
require support in any way; the welcome centre is set up
like a hospital ward and our medical team are able to
support assisted pilgrims in their care 24 hours per day.
If you or someone you know would like to join us on
pilgrimage this year (Ist - 8th July) it costs £719 full
board, please get in touch with our chief nurse Janie
Agnew to find out more on 07739-399222.

LEGION OF MARY ACIES CEREMONY: Legion
prayers and rosary followed by the annual consecration
to Our Lady and Benediction will take place on Sunday
244 March at 3pm in St. Winin’s Church, Kilwinning.
All legionaries, active and auxiliaries, are very welcome.
Refreshments will be served in the hall afterwards.

TOGETHER, WE CAN END POVERTY. By giving,
reflecting and acting with SCIAF during Lent, your
parish is helping people like Lydia from Uganda to work
their way out of poverty. By supporting SCIAF this Lent
you can ensure this vital work continues.

TAKE YOUR BULLETIN HOME! LOOK OVER GOD’S WORD AGAIN DURING THE WEEK FOR HELP AND INSPIRATION!



SECOND SUNDAY OF LENT [C], 17* March 2019

SVDP: The Society is holding its annual Lenten appeal
for toiletries for the Ozanam Centre in Glasgow. There
will be a box provided in the church porch for any items
you can provide. The invitation is open for new members
to join! Please contact Stanley Graham or Barry Smith.

SPUC SCOTLAND is hosting an event at 7pm on 28
March at St. Winin’s Church Hall in Kilwinning to
inform people about the campaign to decriminalize
abortion. Flyers are available in the church porch.

GOING TO HOSPITAL? Please let Mgr. Magee know
if you are being admitted to hospital. Before going I can
administer to you the Sacrament of the Sick. If you are
going to Inverclyde, I will try to visit you. If going further
afield, I can alert the chaplain that you are there.

NOTICES FOR BULLETIN: Please submit notices by
12 Noon on Thursdays.
INCOME, 9-10 March

LARGS MILLPORT
Main collection L£712.11 £143.50
Other £170.04 ---
Building Fund --- £57.66
PARISH DIARY DATES
Monday 18" March, | First Reconciliation for
Largs children of St. Mary’s

Primary, Largs

Saturday 23 March, | Oasis Day for Readers
St. Peter’s, Ardrossan, | from all parishes in our
12 Noon- 4pm Deanery

Sunday 24" March, | Second Preparatory Mass
10am, Largs. for children receiving First
Holy Communion
Tuesday 26" March, | Meeting with Parents of
2pm, Largs, St. Mary’s | children preparing for
Primary School First Holy Communion
Thursday 28" March, | In-Service for all
Parish  Hall, Largs, | Eucharistic Ministers, both
7.30pm those who assist at Mass
and those who bring
Communion to the Sick
Thursday 11% April, St. | Lenten Penance Service
Mary’s, Largs, 2pm
Holy Thursday, 18%" | Mass of the Lord’s Supper
April: 1) Midlport, | & Washing of the Feet
4.30pm; 2)  Lags,
7.30pm

Good TFriday, 3pm, | The Celebration of the
Largs & Millport Passion of the Lord

Good Friday, 7pm, | Stations of the Cross &

Largs Adoration of the Cross

Holy Saturday, 8pm, | Easter Vigil, with the

Largs reception of two adults into
full communion with the
Church

Easter Sunday: 1) Largs, | Mass of the Resurrection
10am;  2)  Millport,
12.15pm

Letting real hurt go: a real Lenten penance.

Someone deeply and deliberately offends you. Your
hurt is raw. Your anger burns. Your sense of injustice
stings. You don’t want to see the offender ever again,
except to give him a piece of your mind. Then, you cut
him off. It’s over. You don’t necessarily wish him ill,
though you might just, but you certainly want him off
your radar for life.

You go over and over in your mind what was said to
you, what you said or would have said in return. You
play the whole scene out again and again in your mind,
all the while nursing the hurt, anger and outrage. You
tell and retell it to those close to you; you want them to
agree with you, to share your pain and anger, to tell
you that you are in the right and the offender is no
good. You expect them to cut him off, too. And as they
offer your sympathy, you read it as justifying your
desire to hold a grudge against the offender. You
become locked into that position. You shall not be
moved. He shall not be pardoned.

A deliberate offence is unquestionably wrong. The
deep hurt and anger caused by it are unquestionably
natural and understandable. But being locked into a
resentment that will not be moved is not the answer.

Everyone needs time to cool off, but as that happens
the danger can be that we literally imprison ourselves
in our resentment. We may think in our minds we are
“punishing” the offender, but in fact we are only
punishing ourselves. For resentment and grudges only
fester. They wear us out, they eat at our conscience,
they harden our hearts, they make us over-sensitive to
any criticism. As we cool off after a confrontation or
occasion of offence, our hearts need rather to warm
up. Certainly, we should never call right a wrong done
to us. Things need to be clear and clarified. ... And
yet, we need to go further, much further.

When I think how grievously I have offended God, it’s
obvious how right it would be for him to harbour
resentment: for he truly is innocent and sinless. But he
doesn’t resent. In fact, that’s the point. The innocent
forgive. God not only does not harbour resentment, he
takes on all our offences as if he had commutted them. He
does that for only one reason: to forgive us fully.

So, don’t hold onto resentments, offences received or
old grudges. They only weigh down the soul, darken
the heart and diminish our compassion. They eat away
at our humanity and corrode our Christianity. They
lock us in and lock us down. Let go of the hurt. Let it
go. Leave it to God and free yourself. Forgive. You are
greater than your hurt, but not than your God.

With every blessing, Mgr. Peter Magee, PP.
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The Apostles’ Creed

I believe in God,

the Father almighty,

Creator of heaven and earth,

and in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,

At the words that follow, up to and including ‘the Virgin Mary’, all
bow.

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,

born of the Virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died and was buried;

he descended into hell;

on the third day he rose again from the dead;

he ascended into heaven,

and is seated at the right hand of God the Father
almighty;

from there he will come to judge the living and
the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy catholic Church,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,

and life everlasting. Amen.

LITURGY OF THE EUCHARIST

Hymn for Procession of Gifts (Largs): 210

When making a solemn agreement in ancient times, the two
sides would cut animals or birds in half and place them facing
each other. The parties would then walk together between the
halved creatures. By doing this, the parties were saying that
if either of them broke the agreement he would suffer the
same fate as the dead animal!

The link between death and making binding agreements or
covenants is also seen in the eternal covenant sealed in the
blood of Christ. Christ did all the work of preparing the
covenant by himself. We only have to believe in him and live
as he taught. Then, our own death will fulfil our agreement
with him by ushering us into paradise.

Eucharistic Praver III

The Transfiguration of the Lord

It is truly right and just, our duty and our salvation,
always and everywhere to give you thanks,

Lord, holy Father, almighty and eternal God,
through Christ our Lord.

For after he had told the disciples of his coming Death,
on the holy mountain he manifested to them his glory,

to show, even by the testimony of the law and the
prophets, that the Passion leads
to the glory of the Resurrection.

And so, with the Powers of heaven,
we worship you constantly on earth,
and before your majesty

without end we acclaim: Holy, holy ...

Communion Antiphon

This is my beloved Son, with whom I am well
pleased.

St. Paul consoles us. He tells us that our mortal bodies will
be transfigured by the same power which Christ uses to
subdue the entire universe. We are subject to his power.
He once says of himself that he has “power over all flesh.”
He does not use that power arbitrarily, but in the respect
for our freedom.

Jesus uses the same power to create the universe as he does
to change bread and wine into his body and blood. It is the
same power at work in his miracles, his transfiguration,
his resurrection and, finally, our transfiguration and that
of the entire universe at the end of time. The Eucharist we
receive “implants” the power of Christ within us and its
presence in our flesh is the pledge of our future glory.

Hymn for Communion (Largs): 660
MARIAN ANTIPHON

We will sing it in Latin from the hymn book,
Number 38b (10am Mass only). English translation:

Hail, Queen of heaven, beyond compare,
To whom the angels homage pay;

Hail, Root of Jesse, Gate of Light,

That opened for the world’s new Day.

Rejoice, O Virgin unsurpassed,

In whom our ransom was begun,
For all your loving children pray

To Christ, our Saviour and your Son.

Recessional Hymn (Largs): 383

An lrish professor of Literature was at conference in
Spain. As a conversational ice breaker, his Spanish host
asked if the Irish had a Gaelic word similar in meaning to
the Spanish - mafiana. Sure, said the professor, we have
five words similar to mafiana, but none of them have quite
the same sense of urgency.
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