
“LAETARE” SUNDAY, THE 4th OF LENT [C], 31st March 2019 
 

 

PREPARATION FOR MASS 

This Sunday of Lent is called “Laetare” Sunday, meaning 

“Rejoice.” It takes its name from the first few words of 

what, in the missal, is called the “entrance antiphon” for 

today. We don’t usually use this antiphon because we sing 

an entrance hymn instead. The “Laetare” antiphon begins: 

“Rejoice, Jerusalem, and all who love her.” These are 

words of consolation spoken to Israel by the prophet Isaiah 

as the people made their way back from exile to Jerusalem.  

The Church has for centuries used these words to 

encourage us all during Lent to remember its purpose, that 

is, the celebration of the Resurrection of Jesus. It is saying, 

“keep going, you will soon be there.” 

By happy coincidence, this “Laetare” Sunday is Mother’s 

Day! What greater human encouragement is there in our 

lives, especially in times of trouble, than the love and 

strength of a mother, be she in heaven or on earth? To our 

mothers we cry today: Rejoice and be glad! We will always 

love you and thank you for all you are and do for us! 

Opening Hymn (Largs): 784 

LITURGY OF THE WORD 

 
Joshua 5:9-12 

The Lord said to Joshua, ‘Today I have taken the shame of 

Egypt away from you.’ The Israelites pitched their camp at 

Gilgal and kept the Passover there on the fourteenth day of 

the month, at evening in the plain of Jericho. On the 

morrow of the Passover they tasted the produce of that 

country, unleavened bread and roasted ears of corn, that 

same day. From that time, from their first eating of the 

produce of that country, the manna stopped falling. And 

having manna no longer, the Israelites fed from that year 

onwards on what the land of Canaan yielded. 

 

Psalm 33 (34): Taste and see that the Lord is good. 

 

2 Corinthians 5:17-21 

 

For anyone who is in Christ, there is a new creation; the 

old creation has gone, and now the new one is here. It is all 

God’s work. It was God who reconciled us to himself 

through Christ and gave us the work of handing on this 

reconciliation. In other words, God in Christ was 

reconciling the world to himself, not holding men’s faults 

against them, and he has entrusted to us the news that they 

are reconciled. So we are ambassadors for Christ; it is as 

though God were appealing through us, and the appeal that 

we make in Christ’s name is: be reconciled to God. For our 

sake God made the sinless one into sin, so that in him we 

might become the goodness of God. 

 

Gospel          Luke 15:1-3, 11-32 

 

The tax collectors and the sinners were all seeking the 

company of Jesus to hear what he had to say, and the 

Pharisees and the scribes complained. ‘This man’ they said 

‘welcomes sinners and eats with them.’ So he spoke this 

parable to them: 

   ‘A man had two sons. The younger said to his father, 

“Father, let me have the share of the estate that would come 

to me.” So the father divided the property between them. 

A few days later, the younger son got together everything 

he had and left for a distant country where he squandered 

his money on a life of debauchery. 

   ‘When he had spent it all, that country experienced a 

severe famine, and now he began to feel the pinch, so he 

hired himself out to one of the local inhabitants who put 

him on his farm to feed the pigs. And he would willingly 

have filled his belly with the husks the pigs were eating but 

no one offered him anything. Then he came to his senses 

and said, “How many of my father’s paid servants have 

more food than they want, and here am I dying of hunger! 

I will leave this place and go to my father and say: Father, 

I have sinned against heaven and against you; I no longer 

deserve to be called your son; treat me as one of your paid 

servants.” So he left the place and went back to his father. 

   ‘While he was still a long way off, his father saw him and 

was moved with pity. He ran to the boy, clasped him in his 

arms and kissed him tenderly. Then his son said, “Father, 

I have sinned against heaven and against you. I no longer 

deserve to be called your son.” But the father said to his 

servants, “Quick! Bring out the best robe and put it on him; 

put a ring on his finger and sandals on his feet. Bring the 

calf we have been fattening, and kill it; we are going to 

have a feast, a celebration, because this son of mine was 

dead and has come back to life; he was lost and is found.” 

And they began to celebrate. 

   ‘Now the elder son was out in the fields, and on his way 

back, as he drew near the house, he could hear music and 

dancing. Calling one of the servants he asked what it was 

all about. “Your brother has come” replied the servant “and 

your father has killed the calf we had fattened because he 

has got him back safe and sound.” He was angry then and 

refused to go in, and his father came out to plead with him; 

but he answered his father, “Look, all these years I have 

slaved for you and never once disobeyed your orders, yet 

you never offered me so much as a kid for me to celebrate 

with my friends. But, for this son of yours, when he comes 

back after swallowing up your property – he and his 

women – you kill the calf we had been fattening.” 

   ‘The father said, “My son, you are with me always and 

all I have is yours. But it was only right we should celebrate 

and rejoice, because your brother here was dead and has 

come to life; he was lost and is found.”’ 

 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

 

 

A warm welcome to all, 

Especially to our visitors 
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SAINT MARY STAR OF THE SEA 

28 Greenock Road, Largs, KA30 8NE 

 

OUR LADY OF PERPETUAL SUCCOUR 

College Street, Millport, KA28 0BG 

 
Tel: 01475 672324. Website: rclargsandmillport.com 

Parish Email: largs@gallowaydiocese.org.uk 

SC010576 

Parish Priest: Mgr. Peter Canon Magee  

PP’s email: peter.magee@gallowaydiocese.org.uk 

 

LITURGY 
Mass 
Largs: Saturday Vigil, 6pm; Sunday, 10am; Mon-Wed, 

10am; Fri, 7pm; Sat. 10am. 
Millport: Sunday, 12.15pm; Thursday, 10am 

 
Confessions 
Largs: Friday, after 7pm Mass; Saturday, 5.00-5.45pm. 
Millport: Thursday after Mass. 
 
During Lent, confessions will be heard after all weekday 

Masses unless there is a funeral or other eventuality.  

 
Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
One hour before weekday Mass (unless a funeral, a holiday of 

obligation or otherwise notified), with Rosary & Litany on the 

half-hour. 
 

LITURGICAL CALENDAR 

 

COMMEMORATION READINGS 

Monday 1/4 4th week of Lent 

Liturgical Colour: purple 

Tuesday 2/4 4th week of Lent 

Liturgical Colour: purple 

Wednesday 3/4 4th week of Lent 

Liturgical Colour: purple 

Thursday 4/4 4th week of Lent 

Liturgical Colour: purple 

Friday 5/4 4th week of Lent 

Liturgical Colour: purple 

Saturday 6/4 4th week of Lent 

Liturgical Colour: purple 

 

MASS INTENTIONS 

 
DATE & TIME INTENTION 

Sat 30th March, 6pm All Parishioners 

Sun 31st March, 10am Mary Bridget Magee 

Sun 31st March, 12.15pm Intentions, Sister Louis 

Mon 1st April, 10am Intentions, Sister Dominica 

Tues 2nd April, 10am Agnes Kelly 

Wed 3rd April, 10am Collin Moran 

Thurs 4th April, 10am MacNeil Family 

Fri 5th April, 7pm George Edward Fitzgerald 

Sat 6th April, 10am Ina Del Greco 

 

 

Sick: Margaret Ryding, Jane Sewell, Margaret Anderson, 

Margaret Gallagher, Kenneth McComish, Anne Gaffney, 

Maria Kelly (Millport), Liam Nagle. Recently Deceased: 

Mary Theresa Simpson, Margaret Coyle. Anniversaries: Jim 

Percy, Bill Rutherford, Barney McLaughlin, Philip 

Rutherford, Gerard McBride, James Hay’s, Collin Moran, 

Edward Boyce, Hannah Boyce, Winifred Gallacher. 

 

NOTICES 

 

EVENING DEVOTIONS (Largs): This evening there will be 

Rosary and Benediction at 6pm to mark “Laetare” Sunday and 

to offer special prayers for all the mothers of our parish, living 

and dead. We will pray especially for single mothers or those 

in grave difficulty. 

 

FIRST FRIDAY (Largs): Please note that this coming Friday, 

5th April, is the first Friday for those who are following this 

devotion to the Sacred Heart of Jesus. 

 

CANDIDATES FOR RECEPTION INTO FULL 

COMMUNION WITH THE CHURCH (Largs): During the 

Easter Vigil on Saturday 20th April, the whole parish will have 

the joy of welcoming into full communion with the Church 

Mrs. Susan Smith (Church of Scotland) and Mr. Andrew 

Stone (Anglican Church). Both candidates will receive the 

Sacrament of Confession for the first time at some point 

before the Vigil. During the Vigil, they will be confirmed and 

make their First Holy Communion. I invite everyone to pray 

fervently for these candidates and, to the degree possible, to 

come to the Easter Vigil to celebrate with them and welcome 

them into the Church. 

 

LENTEN PENANCE SERVICE: Please mark in your diaries 

the date of Thursday 11th April at 2pm for the Lenten Penance 

Service for both our parishes. Four or five priests will be in 

attendance. I strongly encourage all parishioners to receive 

the Sacrament of Reconciliation during Lent or Eastertide, 

wherever and whenever it may be that you choose to go. 

 

STATIONS OF THE CROSS (Largs): 

 

LED BY DATE & TIME 

The Lourdes Group April 3rd, 7pm 

John Tyler April 10th, 7pm 

 

ST. MARY’S PRAYER LINE: Phone 07803 748251. 

 

HOLY WEEK AND EUCHARISTIC MINISTRY (Largs): A 

list is available for Eucharistic Ministers to sign up for the 

various Liturgies during Holy Week. Please sign up! 

 

EXPLORING OUR FAITH TOGETHER (Largs): In 

response to my request for feedback to the articles I wrote in 

the newsletter last summer, one of the proposals submitted 

suggested inviting parishioners to meet in small groups with 

the aim of exploring what it is to be a Catholic and to reflect 

on how our faith is reflected in our daily routine. After 

discussing the proposal with the Parish Pastoral Council, it 

was agreed to ask Roger Townley, Gordon McMillan and 

Louise Devine to take it forward. We are calling it “Exploring 

our Faith Together”; the format would be groups of 6 to 8 

parishioners meeting in the hall for about an hour over a 
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period of 4 weeks, or more if desired. In order to gauge 

interest, a sheet has been provided in the church porch for you 

to add your name. Alternatively, you can speak to Gordon on 

07977 403462 or to Louise on 672572. 

 

ST. MARY’S PARISH FESTIVAL: You will have noted 

from the minutes of the PPC published last week that the Feast 

of St. Mary, Star of the Sea will become our official parish 

feast day. The date is 27th September but the norms allow us 

to transfer it to the nearest Sunday, this year the 29th 

September, so that as many as possible in the parish can take 

part. As was also indicated in the minutes, moves are afoot to 

have a week of both religious and social celebrations in the 

run up to the 29th. So far an afternoon tea has been organised 

for the Saturday afternoon, but there are many other ideas in 

the pipeline: morning Mass organised by the children 

followed by a fun day or entertainment of some sort; top ten 

hymns voted for by the parish which could be sung on a 

Sunday afternoon, followed by tea in the hall; a ceilidh; a 

concert involving the children; a “sing-a-long” film night in 

the hall; a quiz night; a parish sports’ day. These suggestions 

could perhaps be taken up by the parish groups who might, of 

course, have alternative ones. I strongly encourage anyone 

and everyone interested to help us make a real community 

celebration in honour of our Patroness. If you have an idea or 

are willing to help, please contact Celia Lewis or Ann 

McQueeney. Time is marching on, so let’s get our skates on! 

 

YOUTH GROUP (Largs): The next meeting will be on Friday 

26th April, from 6-7.30pm in the parish hall. 

 

SVDP LENTEN APPEAL (Largs): There is a box provided 

in the church porch for any items you can provide. Thankyou! 
 

COLLECTION ENVELOPES (Largs): Envelopes for use 

from the weekend of 6th-7th April are now available. The blue 

envelopes, located near the Blessed Sacrament altar, are for 

those parishioners who are registered in the Gift Aid scheme. 

The green envelopes, located in the porch at the entrance to 

the church, are for those who are not in the Gift Aid scheme. 

Anyone wishing to sign up for the Gift Aid scheme, or to start 

paying by standing order rather than using envelopes, should 

contact Jim Dunlop (tel. 07910 967950 or email 

dunlop48@hotmail.co.uk). 

 

CHANA (Largs): The group thanks the SVDP conference and 

all who donate to them for the gift of £200 used to purchase 

bedding and basic household goods.  

 

PARISH ACCOUNTS 2018 (Largs): A leaflet reporting 

income and expenditure, along with some explanatory 

narrative, is available in the church porch. 

 

BULLETIN NOTICES: Please submit any notices for the 

bulletin by 12 Noon on Thursday. 

 

INCOME, 23-24 MARCH 

 LARGS MILLPORT 

Main collection £751.01 Not yet available 

Other £55.17  

Building Fund --- Not yet available 

 

 

The four losses of the Mother 

 

As Mother of Jesus, Mary of Nazareth experienced loss on 

four occasions, with different nuances of meaning. 

 

The first time was the same loss as experienced by every 

mother when her child is born. It can be a traumatic time for 

any mother since, after carrying her child for nine months in 

such close and intimate union, the departure of the child into 

life can seem like a death. In a sense, the mother experiences 

this death precisely in order to give life, to let one form of life 

go so that another can take its place. Mary was well aware that 

her child had a uniquely special life to live and that her own 

destiny would be determined by her Son’s. 

 

That physical and psychological separation at birth takes on a 

moral twist when she loses him the second time, at the age of 

twelve, finding him only three days later among the doctors 

of the Temple. Her pain at this loss is not as easy for her to 

understand as the birth-pangs. For all her grace and holiness, 

she experiences that “God’s ways are not her ways.” 

Although Jesus returns to live under her and Joseph’s 

authority, their understanding of him changed. They 

witnessed a Jesus now pulling away from them by his strong 

longing for the Father. His loss in the Temple foreshadows 

and anticipates the next two, and major, losses of him. 

 

Mary’s third experience of losing Jesus comes at the moment 

of his death. Not even the pains of giving birth could prepare 

her for, or be equal to, the pain of inner union and compassion 

she underwent throughout the passion. She was there at his 

first breath, and now again at his last. The Spirit had breathed 

the child into her at his conception, and now the man breathes 

the Spirit back out again so that we might be conceived into 

eternal life. Deep mysteries of grace are taking place here, 

whilst she must be perfected in the motherhood of enduring, 

awaiting, accompanying, sustaining and supporting their 

almost violent coming and going. She is like an anchor, 

deeply embedded in faith, hope and love as life and death 

swirl around her. She is the mother of his birth, his death, his 

resurrection; she is the mother of our rebirth from his death. 

 

She is mother from cradle to grave, of the Son of David whose 

kingdom would endure for ever, of the Son of Man whose 

crucifixion seemed to endure for ever. Utter fidelity. 

Unflappable strength. Immoveable tenacity. Not a whisper of 

complaint. Not a hint of bitterness. She is simply just Mother. 

 

The fourth time Mary loses him could conceivably have been 

the most difficult of all. He died, he rose: surely now she has 

him back for ever? She will do, but not yet. First the Son must 

return to the Father. She received him as Mother from the 

Father. She was only Mother because of the Father and only 

in letting him go to the Father in the Ascension could her 

Motherhood find its total consummation. She is left bereft, 

almost as if “used.” Yet, in this final loss of Jesus, she is like 

Jesus himself when he cried, “My God, why have you 

forsaken me?” It is then, and only then, that she can herself 

die. And that death, which is the last act in her life of 

obedience, is, as was the death of Jesus, responded to by 

Father, Son and Holy Spirit in assuming her into heaven. 

Now, o Virgin Mother, you will lose Him no more. 

With every blessing. Mgr. Peter Magee, PP 

 

mailto:dunlop48@hotmail.co.uk
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The Apostles’ Creed 

 

I believe in God, 

the Father almighty, 

Creator of heaven and earth, 

and in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 
At the words that follow, up to and including ‘the Virgin 

Mary’, all bow. 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the 

Virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died and was buried;  

he descended into hell; 

on the third day he rose again from the dead; he 

ascended into heaven, 

and is seated at the right hand  

of God the Father almighty; 

from there he will come to judge  

the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, 

the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and life everlasting. Amen. 

___ 

 

LITURGY OF THE EUCHARIST 
 

Hymn for Procession of Gifts (Largs): 840 

 

“For our sake, God made the sinless one into sin.” This is 
huge! St. Paul does not say that God the Father made the 

sinless one, meaning God the Son, into a sinner. We know 
and believe that Jesus was without sin. So, what can it 

mean that the Father made the Son into sin? See how St. 

Paul says “sin” in the singular. Either that means one sin 
or it means all sin. If it were one sin, which would it be? 

Pride, envy, greed …? In fact, St. Paul does not mean one 

sin, he means all sin. He means that Jesus was considered 
by the Father to be the carrier, the bearer, the one guilty 

of each and every sin committed in human history. Jesus 
therefore carries all the sins I personally have committed 

and, alas, will probably commit before I die. 

 
Why does God the Father do that? Sin offends the glory 

and goodness of God. It is an injustice. While it is forgiven, 
the disorder it has caused has to be made right. But no 

sinner can make right his sin. If God were to exact justice 

from each sinner, he would crush and destroy us. And so, 
only someone who has not sinned and who can withstand 

the power of all sin and of the death that comes from it can 

restore justice and make it possible for the sinner to be 
freed from sin. That someone is Jesus. He pays for our sins 

as if they were his own. Why? St. Paul responds: “so that 
in Jesus we might become the justice and goodness of 

God.” 

 
The only way I can be free from sin is to hand it freely over 

to Jesus. I can then live in the justice and goodness of God. 
 

Eucharistic Prayer III 

 

Spiritual Penance 

It is truly right and just, our duty and our salvation, 

always and everywhere to give you thanks, 

Lord, holy Father, almighty and eternal God. 

For you have given your children a sacred time 

for the renewing and purifying of their hearts, 

that, freed from disordered affections, 

they may so deal with the things of this passing world 

as to hold rather to the things that eternally endure. 

And so, with all the Angels and Saints, 

we praise you, as without end we acclaim: Holy, holy … 

 

Communion Antiphon 

 

You must rejoice, my son, for your brother was dead 

and has come to life; he was lost and is found. 

 

The manna stopped falling from heaven on the first day the 
Israelites ate the fruit of the promised land. Sometimes the 

promised land seems to be some place on earth, like the 

distant land to which the prodigal son went. When he got 
there, he forgot the bread in his father’s house, the manna 

of home, until that is he got hungry … 

 

Our hunger for the Eucharist in this life speaks to the 

deeper hunger for eternal life in the promised land of 
heaven which is rooted in every human heart. May the 

Lord preserve us from forgetting it so long as we sojourn 
in this distant land, so far from our homeland with God. 

 

Hymn for Communion (Largs):620 

 
MARIAN ANTIPHON 

 

We will sing it in Latin from the hymn book, 

Number 38b (10am Mass only). English translation: 
 
Hail, Queen of heaven, beyond compare, 

To whom the angels homage pay; Hail, Root of Jesse, 

Gate of Light, That opened for the world’s new Day. 
 
Rejoice, O Virgin unsurpassed, In whom our ransom 

was begun, For all your loving children pray 
To Christ, our Saviour and your Son. 

 

Recessional Hymn (Largs): 362 
 
A priest told his congregation, "Next week I plan to 

preach about the sin of lying. To help you understand my 

sermon, I want you all to read Mark 17." The following 

Sunday, the priest asked for a show of hands. He 

wanted to know how many had read Mark 17. Every hand 

went up. The minister smiled and said, "Mark has only 

sixteen chapters." 


