
Safeguarding Update: Statement to St. Mary’s, Largs 
 & Our Lady of Perpetual Succour, Millport 

 
As announced in the parish bulletin in recent weeks, the Diocese of Galloway 
has been chosen this year to be the object of an external, independent review 
by the Social Care Institute for Excellence & Children in Scotland. 
 
You will have received already, or will receive at the end of Mass, a 13th 
February communique from the mentioned Institute. The communique 
explains the focus of the Review, describes its process and offers an update on 
contact details which can be used by anyone who wishes to contribute to the 
work of the Review. 
 
I urge everyone to make sure that you take a copy of the communique and 
study it carefully. I especially urge anyone who is affected by the matters raised 
in it to come forward. Please note that the Review people are looking for 
contact from those with first-hand experience of how people in diocesan roles 
have responded or failed to respond to disclosures of abuse or sharing of 
concerns.  
 
Putting the Review question to one side, though of course related to it, I want 
again to appeal to anyone who has suffered from abuse in the recent or distant 
past at the hands of clergy or other church-related personnel, and who may not 
yet have found it possible or easy to report it, to come forward. While those 
who have not been abused can probably never understand the depth or extent 
of the suffering of you the abused, our entire parish communities do want to 
assure you through our Safeguarding personnel and procedures that we want 
to help you, to respect you and to do all we can to ensure that you find truth, 
justice and healing. We can only imagine, and maybe not even that, how 
difficult it may be for you to come forward, but we hope that our collective will 
to welcome you, to love you and to support you will encourage you to speak 
up. 
 
Concretely, you can contact in Largs, Mr Gordon Sutherland and in Millport, 
Mr. Donnie McGilveray, whose telephone numbers are in the church porch. If 
you prefer to speak to me, then give me phone call or approach me after Mass 
or whenever you wish and I will be happy to help. Alternatively, you are free 



to approach the Bishop, Bishop William Nolan, who lives in Ayr. If you cannot 
find his contact details, I can provide them. 
 
I am making this new appeal for victims to come forward in light of the recent 
news about Peter Toner, who has been convicted of committing abuse in St. 
Columba’s College, Largs, in the early 1980’s. For Largs parishioners, and 
indeed for all residents of Largs, this must be a particularly galling blow. I am 
sure that at least some will be anxious that one of their own loved ones might 
be among the as yet possibly unknown victims, not to mention the heart-
breaking pain of those victims who have been identified and of their families. 
I repeat, please come forward if you are a victim or have been witness to a crime 
in this area or have a founded suspicion of a crime having been committed. We 
don’t want you to suffer in silence. We want you to find resolution to your pain 
in justice and in peace. 
 
On a positive note, I am happy to announce that on 1st February, I had the first 
meeting of our Inter-Parochial Safeguarding Committee during which the 
Safeguarding Coordinators of our two parishes and I prepared the annual 
Safeguarding Audits. We will have them sent into the Diocese for the deadline 
this coming Friday. I am not sure if the completed Audits may or may not be 
published to the parish in part or in whole, but once I find out, I will most 
certainly keep you informed. 
 
Finally, as you may be aware, the Pope and Presidents of Bishops’ Conferences 
from the whole world will be meeting in Rome from 21-24 February to discuss 
further the whole clerical sexual abuse debacle. We can only hope that it does 
not consist just of more talk and promises. Expectations vary in the media from 
the most negative to the overly positive. Let’s wait and see. In the meantime, 
however, I invite everyone to pray to God and his Blessed Mother in the coming 
days for a successful outcome to the event. We want truth, not cover-ups; we 
want justice, not excuses; we want healing and reconciliation, not endlessly 
bleeding hearts and empty apologies. I invite you to pray the rosary every day 
until 24th February, and beyond if you wish, so that this summit meeting will 
unleash the cleansing fire of the Holy Spirit upon the Church, and liberate her 
from this awful curse which is barely worthy of hell itself, never mind of the 
Church of Jesus Christ. 


