
FOURTEENTH SUNDAY OF THE YEAR, 8th July 2018 
  

Take your bulletin home! Look over God’s Word again during the week for help and inspiration! 

  

 
A VERY WARM WELCOME TO EVERYONE  

AND ESPECIALLY TO THOSE OF YOU  
WHO ARE VISITING  

LARGS OR MILLPORT.  
WE WISH YOU A HAPPY STAY  

AND SAFE TRAVELS! 
 
 
 

PREPARATION FOR MASS 
 

You have entered the church and have dipped your finger 
into the holy water font and made the sign of the Cross. 
This small gesture speaks volumes. You are recalling the 
day you were baptized and truly “entered the Church” as 
a member of Christ’s mystical body. Your entry was only 
possible because of the Cross. Without the blood of 
Christ, the water would be to no avail.  
 
You have now genuflected before the Real Presence of 
Christ in the tabernacle before sitting or kneeling down. 
It is to receive that Presence in the Eucharist that you were 
baptized, that you are here at Mass. Enter now deeply 
within your own heart and resolve to live this coming 
week more aware that you belong to Christ and to his 
Church. Each day, be sure to make the sign of the Cross. 
 
And make sure to do so again, with holy water, as you 
leave the church today. Do you have a holy water font at 
home? 

 
Opening Hymn: 970 

 
LITURGY OF THE WORD 

 
First reading - from the Prophet Ezekiel (2:2-5) 

 
In today’s first reading, you would wonder why God bothered to send 
a prophet, Ezekiel, to the Israelites. God describes them as “defiant 
and obstinate” meaning that they were unlikely to listen to anything 
Ezekiel would say in God’s name. The truth is that despite our 
stubbornness, despite our preference not to hear uncomfortable truths, 
the mission of the prophet is still a sign of God’s fidelity and mercy 
towards us. God is hoping against hope that someone will at last 
listen to the truth, accept it and so find true freedom and peace. 

 
The spirit came into me and made me stand up, and I 
heard the Lord speaking to me. He said, ‘Son of man, I 
am sending you to the Israelites, to the rebels who have 
turned against me. Till now they and their ancestors have 
been in revolt against me. The sons are defiant and 
obstinate; I am sending you to them, to say, “The Lord 
says this.” Whether they listen or not, this set of rebels 
shall know there is a prophet among them.’ 
 

 
 
 

Responsorial Psalm, 122 (123): 
 
Response: Our eyes are on the Lord till he shows us 
his mercy. 
 
 
Second reading – from 2 Corinthians (12:7-10) 
 
Even the great St. Paul experienced weaknesses he could not master 
by himself. Paul had been a proud and self-righteous man before 
being given the vision of the Risen Lord. While that vision led to a 
humiliating turn-around in his life, the Lord knew that Paul still had 
in him a proclivity to pride. To help him not to be overcome by that 
pride again, Paul’s visions and wisdom were accompanied by a 
“thorn in the flesh.” What matters is not what that thorn was (that’s 
anyone’s guess) but that Paul knew he had to rely totally on the Lord’s 
grace to get through it.  
 
So, too, with us. We can kick and scream to ask the Lord to take 
away our weakness. But in His wisdom and love for us, He won’t 
always oblige SO THAT we will turn to Him and depend on Him 
more and more to be our strength in that weakness. But remember: 
the weakness is not our strength. Christ is. 
 

 
In view of the extraordinary nature of these revelations, 
to stop me from getting too proud I was given a thorn in 
the flesh, an angel of Satan to beat me and stop me from 
getting too proud! About this thing, I have pleaded with 
the Lord three times for it to leave me, but he has said, 
‘My grace is enough for you: my power is at its best in 
weakness.’ So I shall be very happy to make my 
weaknesses my special boast so that the power of Christ 
may stay over me, and that is why I am quite content with 
my weaknesses, and with insults, hardships, persecutions, 
and the agonies I go through for Christ’s sake. For it is 
when I am weak that I am strong. 
 

 
Gospel                           Mark 6:1-6 
 
Jesus went to his home town and his disciples 
accompanied him. With the coming of the sabbath he 
began teaching in the synagogue and most of them were 
astonished when they heard him. They said, ‘Where did 
the man get all this? What is this wisdom that has been 
granted him, and these miracles that are worked through 
him? This is the carpenter, surely, the son of Mary, the 
brother of James and Joset and Jude and Simon? His 
sisters, too, are they not here with us?’ And they would 
not accept him. And Jesus said to them, ‘A prophet is only 
despised in his own country, among his own relations and 
in his own house’; and he could work no miracle there, 
though he cured a few sick people by laying his hands on 
them. He was amazed at their lack of faith. 
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SAINT MARY STAR OF THE SEA 
28 Greenock Road, Largs, KA30 8NE 

 
OUR LADY OF PERPETUAL SUCCOUR 

College Street, Millport, KA28 0BG 
 

Tel: 01475 672324. Email: RCLargs.Millport@gmail.com 
 

Parish Priest:  
Right Rev. Mgr. Peter Canon Magee, PhB, STL, JCD 

 
LITURGY 

 
Mass 
Largs: Saturday Vigil, 6pm; Sunday 10am; Mon-Sat, 
10am. 
Millport: Sunday, 12.15pm. 
 
Confessions 
Largs: Saturday, after 10am Mass & from 5.00-
5.45pm. 
 
Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
Before weekday morning Mass, from 9.00-9.50am, 
with Rosary & Litany from 9.30am.  
 
Baptisms and Marriages, please contact the priest 
at least three months prior to the desired date. 
 
 

LITURGICAL CALENDAR 
 

Commemoration Readings 
Mon 9/7: Our Lady of 
Aberdeen, Feast 

Isaiah 9:1-6 
John 2:1-11 

Wed 11/7: St. Benedict, 
Abbot, Feast 

Proverbs 2:1-9 
Matthew 19:27-29 

Thurs 12/7: St. John 
Jones, Priest & Martyr 
(d. 1598) 

Readings of Thursday 
of 14th Week of the 
Year 

Fri 13/7: Votive Mass of 
the Precious Blood 

Exodus 12: 21-27  
1 Peter 1: 17-21  
Luke 22: 39-44 

 
 
Mass Intentions: All Parishioners (7/7, 6pm); Pat 
Brownlie (8/7, 10am); That all unemployed 
parishioners will find work (8/7, 12.15pm); Special 
Intention (9/7); Joe O’Donnell (10/7); Elizabeth 
Docherty (11/7); Elizabeth Docherty (12/7); Fr. Paul 
McAlinden (13/7); Eleanor Gallacher (14/7, 10am).  
 
Recently Deceased: Eleanor Gallacher. 
 
Sick: Mary Chalmers; Margaret Church. 
 
 

NOTICES 
 
60th ANNIVERSARY OF OUR LADY OF 
PEREPTUAL SUCCOUR: On Sunday 29th July, we 
will mark the diamond jubilee of the parish with Mass 
and a social event.  
 
ST. MARY’S PRAYER LINE: Phone 07803 748251. 
 
VOTE OF THANKS - SAFEGUARDING 
TRAINING: Thank you to everyone who attended 
the Level 1 Safeguarding Training in St. Mary’s 
Church Hall on Sunday 24th June. A repeat session is 
planned for Millport at Our Lady of Perpetual 
Succour for those with PVG Certification who were 
unable to attend the training in Largs. Further details 
will be provided in due course, once arrangements 
have been confirmed. 
 
WHITHORN PILGRIMAGE: The Diocesan 
Pilgrimage to Whithorn takes place on Sunday 26th 
August, the bus leaving at 11.30am from St. Mary’s. 
Mass on the beach at 4pm, or at 4.45pm in the parish 
church in Whithorn for those unable to walk to the 
beach. Please sign up on the sheet provided in the 
church porch. 
 
FORTHCOMING SECOND COLLECTIONS: 7-
8 July, Apostleship of the Sea. 
 
INCOME: 1) Largs, 30 June-1 July. Regular collection, 
£787.77. Peter’s Pence, £401.73. Other, £117.11 2) 
Millport. Regular Collection, £269.12. Peter’s Pence, 
£125.48. 
 
 

PARISH DIARY DATES 
 

Saturday, 21st July, 
Largs 

12 Noon, Baptism of 
Orla McCallum 

Sunday, 29th July, 
Millport 

60th of Our Lady of 
Perpetual Succour 

4th – 5th August, Largs 
& Millport 

Mission Appeal, Sister 
Anne-Marie Quigg, 
Comboni Sisters 

Wednesday, 15th 
August 

The Assumption of Our 
Lady into Heaven, 
holiday of obligation 

Sunday, 26th August Whithorn Pilgrimage 
29th August – 13th 
September 

Mgr. Peter on holiday 

Sunday 23rd 
September 

Mgr. Peter to preach at 
the Annual Red Mass, St. 
Mary’s Cathedral, 
Edinburgh 
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Where are we going? Quo Vadimus? 
 
Last week, we touched on the source of the worship or 
liturgy of the Church, and hence of the parish. What 
is that source? It is the Mass. Why? Because it makes 
truly present to us, through sign and ritual, the death 
and resurrection of the Lord and the outpouring of the 
Spirit. I put some questions for your prayerful 
reflection intended to stimulate your desire to know, 
love and participate in the Mass more fully, more 
worthily, more prayerfully and with a deeper sense of 
adoration. I also hinted at the next major task of a 
parish when I asked, “How does attending Mass affect 
the rest of my life?” 
 
For, true worship of God leads by its very nature to 
true witness to God. Witness is the second of the four 
great tasks or dimensions of the Church. Since God, 
by means of the liturgy, fills us with himself (his Word, 
his Eucharist, his Spirit), it is God himself now in us 
who inspires and even drives us to proclaim him with 
our lives. If our worship does not lead to witness, there 
is either something wrong with our worship or with us. 
Either we are not truly worshipping the Lord as he 
desires, or we are resisting his inspiration to give 
witness. If someone is truly worshipping, they cannot 
not desire truly to witness and actually do so. 
 
There are countless forms of witnessing but they all 
come down to one central thing: the conscious and 
deliberate choice to let the God I worship shape the 
way I live by the truth his Word has taught me, by the 
love his Sacraments give me and by the power his 
Spirit confers on me.  
 
To witness is costly, in little ways and in big ones. The 
term witness comes from a Greek word from which we 
get “martyr.” The martyr as we commonly 
understand it has so let God shape his or her life that 
life itself is sacrificed for the sake of the truth. In the 
early church, before Mass was celebrated on 
weekdays, the only other time it was celebrated apart 
from Sunday was on the memorial day of a martyr. 
The reason is that the martyr was considered as having 
lived out to the full the implications of the Mass by 
following Christ in preferring obedience to God over 
anyone or anything else. They died for God. 
 
But all of us can be martyrs in small ways if we put 
God, his Truth, his Will before self and before the will 
of someone else. St. Thomas More was martyred 
because he put fidelity to the Pope before loyalty to the 
King. If someone refuses to take money belonging to 
someone else, that is witness to “Thou shalt not steal.” 
If someone is not afraid to be known as a Catholic 
when it means ridicule, that is to witness to baptism. If 
someone refuses pre-marital or extra-marital sex, that 
is to witness to “Thou shalt not commit adultery.” If 

someone gives of their resources to help another in 
need, that is to witness to “love your neighbour as 
yourself.” If someone forgives another who has 
unjustly wronged them, that is to witness to “love one 
another as I have loved you.” And so it goes on. 
 
Apart from these examples of personal witness, there 
are the forms of witness proper to the parish. The 
SVDP is one very practical form of translating the 
Mass into life. The Legion of Mary is another. In my 
previous parish, parishioners collected food weekly for 
the foodbank. At Christmas time, presents were 
collected for the children of prison inmates and given 
to the inmates to give their children. 
 
Those of you who are married in the parish give 
witness to Christ’s love for his Church and vice-versa 
and you bring the strength you receive from the 
Eucharist back into you families and homes. Those of 
you who are single or widowed or separated will also 
have your unique ways of witnessing to Christ in the 
circumstances of your life, strengthened by the Mass. 
 
It is important to try and be aware that we live our 
lives from within the Mass. That is, the Mass provides 
us with the wisdom, insight, love and grace to bear our 
burdens, to reach out to others, to season our day with 
acts of virtue and of love, with moments of prayer and 
surrender to the Lord. To cultivate such awareness is 
important if our lives outside of Mass are to be 
leavened and salted by what we receive during it. 
 
If to witness is to live your life for Christ, then Christ 
must become your life. The thought of him, the desire 
for him, the cry for him, the sense of him, the memory 
of him, the love of him, the insight into his way of 
acting, thinking and feeling: all this and more come 
from and lead to being truly his disciple, his friend. 
Obsession with Christ is the only obsession which does 
no harm. Ask and ye shall receive! 
 
Imagine we had a parish of such people! Do we want 
to be a parish of such people? Undoubtedly, life can 
be difficult, but equally undoubtedly we can allow so 
many excuses to justify remaining in our personal and 
parish status quo. The patient and gradual deepening 
of our grasp of the Mass, as well as the deeper 
immersion into it, will lead increasingly to the painful 
stripping away of everything in us which blocks the 
Lord from getting in and blocks the true Christian 
Catholic disciple from getting out and reaching out. 
 
Who is really the love of your life? Whose love are you? 
Until you can honestly answer “Christ” to both 
questions, your worship and your ability to witness 
remain impeded. Ask him to let you fall in love with 
him. Then you will not be able not to worship him or 
witness to him. Your discipleship will have blossomed! 
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LITURGY OF THE EUCHARIST 
 

Hymn for Procession of Gifts: 889 
 

Preparation of the Gifts 
 
The Responsorial Psalm today has these words: “Have mercy on us 
Lord, have mercy. We are filled with contempt. Indeed all too full is 
our soul with the scorn of the rich, with the proud man’s disdain.” 
Contempt, pride, scorn, disdain. Not very pleasant things. What can 
we do with these things and any others that we might ourselves have? 
Maybe with St. Paul, we can cry out and ask the Lord to take them 
from us. But may be with Paul we will hear the response: “My grace 
is enough for you; my power is at its best in weakness.”  
 
As the bread and wine are offered now, why not offer to the Lord your 
weaknesses? Just as he transforms those elements into his body and 
blood, his grace can make your weaknesses the occasion to reveal his 
power. 

 
Eucharistic Prayer IV 

 
The goodness and glory of the Creator 

 
It is truly right to give you thanks, 
truly just to give you glory, Father most holy, 
for you are the one God living and true, 
existing before all ages and abiding for all eternity, 
dwelling in unapproachable light; 
yet you, who alone are good, the source of life, 
have made all that is, 
so that you might fill your creatures with blessings 
and bring joy to many of them by the glory of your light. 
 
And so, in your presence are countless hosts of Angels, 
who serve you day and night 
and, gazing upon the glory of your face, 
glorify you without ceasing. 
With them we, too, confess your name in exultation, 
giving voice to every creature under heaven, 
as we acclaim: Holy, holy … 

 
 

Communion Antiphon  
 
Come to me, all who labour and are burdened, 
and I will refresh you, says the Lord. 
 
What is a prophet anyway? Well, one thing he is not is a “seer”, one 
who tries to foretell the future using stars or the occult. A prophet is 
a spokesman for whoever sent him. What does he speak, then? In the 
biblical sense, he speaks the judgment of God on a given situation. 
For example, the Jews frequently fell into idolatry, meaning they 
treated something created and finite as if it were God. In the process, 
the idolater shoves the true God aside. In such circumstances, the 
prophet addresses the Jews and points out to them their sin of idolatry 
(God’s judgment) and tells them of the disaster that will befall them 
if they don’t return to God. 

 
Jesus himself was such a prophet, the prophet of all prophets. He 
revealed the mind of God and the judgment of God on all of the sins 
of humanity. Simply put, he told us the truth, the truth about ourselves 
and the truth about the Father. Unlike other prophets, though, he did 
not just demand that people change their ways. He took upon himself 
their sins, died for them and gave them the Spirit to make it possible 
for them to live the truth, to live as God wants. 
 
To approach holy communion is therefore to place ourselves before the 
prophetic judgment of Jesus. By receiving it, we are saying that we 
accept Christ’s death for our sins, we accept the truth he gave us, we 
accept the freedom and commitment to live as God wants. But if in 
fact we receive the Eucharist without sorrow for sin, or worse, with 
mortal sin still on our conscience and unconfessed, our act of receiving 
the Eucharist can only be called a lie. St. Paul once said that, 
whoever eats the Bread without first discerning his conscience is eating 
his own condemnation. Tough words, yet a testimony to the 
sacredness and the seriousness of receiving the Eucharist. 
 

Hymn for Communion: 938 
 

Collective Prayer to Our Lady before Final Blessing 
 
Mother of Perpetual Help, you have been blessed and 
favored by God. you became not only the Mother of 
the Redeemer, but Mother of the redeemed as well.  
 
We come to you today as your loving children. Watch 
over us and take care of us. As you held the 
child	
  Jesus	
  in your loving arms, so take us in your 
arms.  
 
Be a mother ready at every moment to help us. 
For	
  God	
  who is mighty has done great things for you, 
and God's mercy is from age to age on those who love 
God.  
 
Intercede for us, dear Mother, in obtaining pardon for 
our sins, love for Jesus, final perseverance, and 
the	
  grace	
  always to call upon you, Mother of 
Perpetual Help.	
   

____ 
 

Recessional Hymn: 883 
 
Prayer of St. Benedict (Feast day on 11 July):  
 

Gracious and Holy Father, 
give us the wisdom to discover You, 
the intelligence to understand You, 
the diligence to seek after You, 
the patience to wait for You, 
eyes to behold You, 
a heart to meditate upon You, 
and a life to proclaim You, 
through the power of the Spirit of Jesus, our Lord. Amen. 

 


