                        ST MARY, STAR OF THE SEA, LARGS                 14 Feb. 2016
                                             A parish of the R.C. Diocese of Galloway.  Charity No. SC010576
                                     1st SUNDAY OF LENT - C
                     Parish Priest: Fr. Eamonn; Address: 28 Greenock Road, Largs KA30 8NE; 
                                 Tel. 01475 672324;      Website: www.stmaryslargs.co.uk;     Twitter: @SMarysLargs     

A very sincere welcome to all who are visitors to St Mary’s this week.  We hope you enjoy your time amongst us.

Response to the Psalm:  “Be with me, Lord, in my distress.”
WEEKDAY MASS: 10am Daily (except Saturday)
No Mass (or Communion Service) on Saturday except on first Saturday of the month.

Stations of the Cross - 7pm Friday.  Any group wishing to lead the Stations on a Friday during Lent please let me know.

The Rosary is said before Mass each day during the week beginning at 9.40am. 
EXPOSITION OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT: Will take place each Tuesday from 10.30 - 11.30am

MASSES NEXT WEEKEND:

Saturday Vigil 6pm; Sunday 10am
SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION: 
 
Saturday after the Vigil Mass.

                      ******************

PLEASE PRAY FOR THE SICK:  Please remember all the sick for whom prayers have been requested.  See the book at Our Lady’s statue.  

FOR THOSE WHO HAVE DIED: including Pat Kelly (Funeral Tuesday at 10am Mass)

FOR THOSE WHOSE ANNIVERSARIES OCCUR ABOUT THIS TIME: including Mary Devine, Theresa McLaughlan
                      ******************

Tea / Coffee in the hall after 10am Mass. 

LENTEN TALKS ON THE SACRAMENTS:  I propose to give three talks on the Sacraments during Lent.  These talks would include the meaning of the Sacraments, their history, their context, why seven?  And the twists and the turns (and the pitfalls) that led us to where we are today.  Also, the meaning of the Eucharist.  They will start this Wednesday, 17th and continue on 24th February and 2nd March 7.30 – 8.30pm in the hall.  Followed by tea.  If you would like to attend, please put your name on the list on the noticeboard in the porch.
TAIZE EVENING:  Will take place on Wednesday 9th March, 7.30 – 8.30pm in the hall.  Come away and spend some quiet time in prayer, silence and contemplative music.

WEEKLY COLLECTION: Last Sunday £612.52. Thanks.

RITE OF ELECTION:  We are delighted to have two people for reception into the Church this Easter.  They are Thomas and Caroline Allison.  Today (Sunday), Bishop Nolan will celebrate with them the Rite of Election, a stage on their journey towards full membership of the Catholic Church.  Please pray for them at this special time.

S.C.I.A.F. LENTEN PACKS:  These are now available in the porch.  If you wish, you can send the proceeds of the Wee Box directly to S.C.I.A.F.  The special collection will be taken up on the 4th Sunday of Lent.  The focus this year is on poverty in Ethiopia.
CHRISTIAN AID LENT LUNCHES: continuing every Wednesday until 16th March.  Clark Memorial Hall 
12 noon – 1.30pm.  Donation £3.  Poster in porch.  Waitresses are desperately needed from each Church.   If you can spare from 11.40pm - 1.30pm please come along and help.  Put your name against a date that suits on the list on the notice board. 

DO THIS IN MEMORY:  There will be a special celebration for the children preparing for the Sacraments and their parents NEXT SUNDAY at 10am Mass.  The Gospel reminds us to listen to Jesus and do what he tells us.  Lent is a time when we should listen to him in a special way.

RECONCILIATION MEETING:  There will be a meeting for the PARENTS of the children in Primary 3 who are preparing for the Sacrament of Reconciliation, on Tuesday 23rd February, at 7pm in the Church.  The Sacrament of First Reconciliation takes place on Tuesday 8th March at 7pm.

VISITING:  This week I will be visiting the parents of the children in Primary 3 who are preparing for the Sacrament of Reconciliation.

LENT:  Life in the Spirit Seminars: Continues Sundays Feb. 14th, 21st, 28th, Mar.6th, 13th starting at 3pm.  These are for young people aged 17 up to 20!!!!!something. 
 
Tuesday Seminar dates; Feb. 16th, 23rd, Mar.1st, 8th, 15th starting at 3pm.
  
Wk.1 God’s Love: Wk.2 Salvation; Wk.3 New Life; Wk.4 God’s Gift; Wk.5 Holy Spirit; Wk.6 Growth. 
 All seminars in the church hall.  To express your interest please put your name on the list at the back of the church or call John Tyler 07779277538.

PARISH PASTORAL COUNCIL:  The Parish Pastoral Council Newsletter, giving an update on its work and deliberations, will be distributed next weekend 20th/21st February.

PRAYER, PIECES ‘N’ PATTER: First Friday of every month 7.30 – 9pm in the church hall.  A simple evening prayer followed by snacks and social evening such as games, quizzes and film nights.  All suggestions welcome.  Feel free to bring along a snack and a bottle to share.

SHORT TERM PLEDGE FOR LENT:  The Pioneer Total Abstinence Association of the Sacred Heart is once again promoting the “Short-Term Pledge for Lent”.  Poster on noticeboard.  Prayer cards on table.

JUMBULANCE PILGRIMAGE TO LOURDES:  there are places available for helpers and sick pilgrims (“VIPs) to travel to Lourdes on pilgrimage with the group departing from our diocese this Eastertide.  The pilgrimage is from 28th April to 7th May and especially suited to those unable to fly due to health reasons, or for whom a smaller group is beneficial.  Full medical & nursing care is provided.  For more details or to book a place please contact Alison Neil on 07749 555955 or e-mail amd.neil@outlook.com.
SSVP LENTEN APPEAL: During Lent St Vincent de Paul Society are collecting Toiletries for the men and women who visit the Ozanam Centre, Glasgow.  Please see box on porch.  
