                        ST MARY, STAR OF THE SEA, LARGS            12 April, 2015
                                             A parish of the R.C. Diocese of Galloway.  Charity No. SC010576
                                 2nd SUNDAY OF EASTER – B
   Parish Priest: Fr. Eamonn; Address: 28 Greenock Road, Largs; Tel. 01475 672324; Website: www.stmaryslargs.co.uk

A very sincere welcome to all who are visitors to St Mary’s this week.  We hope you enjoy your time amongst us.

Response to the Psalm:  “Give thanks to the Lord for he is good, for his love has no end”.

WEEKDAY MASS: - 10am Tuesday

Communion Service – 10am All other days (except Saturday).  No Mass (or Communion Service) on Saturday except on first Saturday of the month.

The Rosary is said before Mass each day during the week beginning at 9.40am. 
MASSES NEXT WEEKEND:
        
Saturday Vigil 6pm; Sunday 10am
SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION: 
 
Saturday after the Vigil Mass.

EXPOSITION OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT: Will take place each Tuesday from 10.30 - 11.30am 
                      ******************

PLEASE PRAY FOR THE SICK:  Please remember all the sick for whom prayers have been requested.  See the book at Our Lady’s statue.  

FOR THOSE WHO HAVE DIED: including Patricia Rostek (funeral details still to be arranged), Mary Shovlin

FOR THOSE WHOSE ANNIVERSARIES OCCUR ABOUT THIS TIME: including Fr Alan McGinty, Margaret Costello, Agnes McGorlick
                                 ******************

Tea / Coffee in the hall after 10am Mass. 
NEW COLLECTION ENVELOPES - For use from today (11th / 12th April): 
 
PINK ENVELOPES – For those parishioners who HAVE NOT signed gift-aid form.  These envelopes are located just inside the two doors at the back of the Church.
YELLOW ENVELOPES – for those who HAVE signed gift-aid forms are on the front seat near the side altar (Blessed Sacrament altar).

GIFT AID:  If you want to join the gift-aid scheme or cannot find your gift-aid envelopes, please pick up envelopes in the sacristy and sign and return the gift-aid form enclosed with it.

STANDING ORDER:  If you want to start paying by standing order, please collect standing order forms in the sacristy.  Fill it in and send to your bank.  You can also collect a gift-aid form with S/O marked on the top right hand corner and return to myself or Jim Dunlop.  

DIVINE MERCY SUNDAY – TODAY:  Mass will be celebrated here in St Mary’s at 2pm.  Veneration and blessing of the Miraculous Image.  Healing at the end of the Service.  Tea in the hall afterwards.

WEEKLY COLLECTION LAST SUNDAY: £1025.69.  

Special Collection for New Hall: £810.80.  26 Gift-Aid envelopes were returned.

Holy Places & African Missions:  £529.96.

S.C.I.A.F. Wee Box Collection:  £628.07.

Sincere thanks for your outstanding generosity and thanks to the counters who spent so much time counting the money on Monday and Tuesday.
THANKS to all who helped in any way with the Holy Week ceremonies.  Thanks also to the Choir and the many weeks they spent in preparation.
ST MARY’S CHURCH YOUTH GROUP:  After much planning the Church Youth Group will re-launch on Friday 24th April (the first Friday after the Easter Holidays).  It will run as follows: 3.15pm – 4.30pm – Primary 5, 6 & 7.  4.30pm – 6pm Secondary 1 – 6.

We look forward to seeing lots of young people there.  Please call Sharon on 689212 for any further information.

MESSAGE TO PARENTS:  There is a new shelf at the back of the church with children’s books on.  We would like your child to borrow a book for the duration of Mass if they wish and return it to the shelf at the end of Mass.  We believe this will be a nice welcome to children who attend Mass and encourage you to support it.  All books on the shelves can be purchased at excellent prices from the Church Stall before and after each Mass if your children would like a copy of their own.

MISSION APPEAL: Each year, a missionary order (priests or sisters) are allowed to make an appeal in the parishes in Scotland.  This year, it’s the Society of African Missions (S.M.A. Fathers).  One of their members, 
Fr Willie Brandon, will be here next week to make the appeal.  A special collection will be taken up.  Your support is appreciated.

CAR PARKING:  Please do not park in the gateway of Alistair Melville, my next door neighbour and friend.  Cars who park there are obstructing his view as he tries to turn on to the main road.  It is a source of danger.  The gateway is private property.  Please respect it.

EMBRACING CHANGE:  This is a process which has been going on in our Deanery (Irvine to Largs), over the past year.  We are aware of the declining number of priests in our Diocese and what we are trying to do is to create a new image of Church which goes beyond a discussion on the declining number of priests.

This process involves, not just the priests, but many lay people as well who have expressed a desire to be involved through meetings held in St Matthew’s Academy.

You can now find a summary of the process so far, as it has developed in our deanery, by going to our parish website.  The website address is on the top of the bulletin.  Look at the menu on the left hand side of the main page of the website.  See link “Embrace Change”.  Click on that and it will open up the “Embracing Change” page.  If you are interested in being more involved, please let me know.

ST MARY’S PRO-LIFE GROUP:  the next meeting will take place on Monday 12th April at 7.30pm in the small meeting room.
PASTORAL LETTER:  A pastoral letter from the Bishops Conference of Scotland on the General Election is available in the porch.  Please take one.

ST.MARY’S PRAYER LINE – In need of Prayer? Please phone the prayer line 674395
